CHAPTER ONE

BEG NNI NGS

ROTARY REACHES AUSTRALI A
HE earliest known attenpt to introduce the Rotary novenent to

Australia was frustrated by the Geat Wr, now known as Vérld
Ver 1.

In 1913 Vélter Drurmond, a Ml bourne architect, called at the
office of the International Association of Rotary Qubs in Chicago
and spoke to Secretary Chesley Perry. He explained that he was
interested in learning nore about the Rotary organi sation, of which
he had heard good reports during his travels in the USA. Ces
Perry tel ephoned Rotary Founder Paul Harris who pronptly invited
the young M Drummond to visit himat hone.

As Paul Haris later said: ". . . after a day of discussion he vas
keenly interested and left our hone resolved to inaugurate the
novenent in Australia. He could, no doubt, in tine have carried out
hi s expectations had it not been for an unexpected and shocki ng cir -
cunstance: the outbreak of war."

There were several further suggestions of extension to the South
Wst Pacific recorded, of which sone quite interesting correspon-
dence is preserved in the archives, between 1914 and the tine of
the appointment on February 12, 1921, of Janes Davidson of
Cal gary and Layton Ral ston of Halifax as honorary conmissioners to
introduce Rotary to the Antipodes, but none net wth any
success beyond yielding a list of nanes of leading citizens who
mght be interested in Rotary.

The choi ce of Ganadians for the assignnent is significant. It was
deci ded (by whomis not known) that Canadi ans shoul d be invol ved
inthe attenpt and the i dea was submtted to the Canadi an Advi sory
Committee which imediately pledged the support of Canadian
clubs, agreed to nominate the conmissioners and offered to share
the costs. Though no reference has been nade to the
reasons for the selection, it seens probable that soneone on the
board of the International Association of Rotary Qubs woul d have
been avare of the close ties of Enpire at the tine and had j udged
that Fotarians froma sister Doninion could be assured of a warm
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wel cone, whereas the attitude of social |eaders of the tine to US
citizens night have been less certain. The Anericans were friends
and a lies; Ganadians were “famly”. (The Hrst Mce President at that
tine. — and president the followng year — was DOr Qawford
MQul lough of Fort WIliam tario, Canada.) Watever the
reasons for their selection, Australian Rotarians owe themand the
Rotarians of Canada a debt of gratitude that should be acknow -
edged.

Jarmes Davidson and Layton Ral ston arrived in Sydney on Mrch,
22, 1921 and, as soneone has so aptly put it, “found it closed ” It
was “Show Week” — the ten days during which the country goes to
the city in New South Wl es for the Royal Easter Show

Fromthe Garlton Hotel in Sydney, JimDavidson reported to Ches
Perry: “W arrived here at an unfortunate tine in one respect.
‘Baster Hilidays' inAustraliaare not nerely a hal f-day affair but sort
of a two weeks dislocation. Including Sunday the business houses
are literaly closed for five days — then there is a week preparing
for the holidays and a week recovering fromthem Manwhile, how
ever, we have been getting in sonme interviews wth prospects and
everything | ooks encouragi ng, though there are sone features that
astonish them Naturally we do not dwell on such points as are not
essentia inthe beginning — knowng that, in tine, Rotary wll nake
themnore easily absorbed. | refer to ‘first nanes’ etc.”

They decided that, as the tine seened not quite propitious, they
would go on to Melbourne to neet Wil ter Drummond, who had
al ready spoken to several |eading citizens. Before doing so, howev-
er, they were interviened by The Sydney Mrning Herald, which
nade a generous al |l ocation of space to the report of the interview

In Ml bourne they net Sr John Mbnash, administrator of the
Mictorian Sate Hectricity Developnent Authority. Qe of
Australia s great war heroes, General Mnash had commanded the
forces that breached the Hndenburg Line in August 1918. He
agreed to accept charter nenbership of the proposed Fotary cl ub,
of whi ch he was to becone the second president. VWl ter Drummond
had also spoken to WA Gsborne, Professor of Physiol ogy,
Lhiversity of Ml bourne, who al so accepted the invitation to nem
bership. Wth the recruitnent of these tw nen of
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distinction, the enlistnent of others to the ranks was not difficult.

A prelimnary neeting was held on April 7 at which an organi sing
coomittee was forned; and the inaugural |uncheon neeting was
held on April 21 with 37 charter nenbers. Professor Gsborne was
elected president. A cablegramwas read fromthe Rotary clubs in
the Lhited Kingdom “Forty Rotary CQubs Mtherland greet first in
Australia” Geetings were received, aso, fromthe Rotary G ubs of
Gl gary and Hili fax.

Wil ter Drummond, who seven years earlier had suggested the
extension of the Rotary novenent to Australia and who had done
so nuch valuable work to help the commissioners in formng
Australia s first Rotary club, was not considered of sufficient senior-
ity in his firmto be invited to nenbership; but he was given the
“honour” of association in the office of honorary secretary. (In
Sept enber of that year he was el ected to nenbership.)

Havi ng establ i shed the Rotary dub of Ml bourne, Layton Ral ston
returned to Sydney while Jim Davidson |anguished in
hospital, for, as he wote: “Sone niserable un-Rotarian mcrobe
had el ected this, of al tines, to get busy on ny pipes.”

In Sydney Layton Ralston was equal |y successful in persuading
sone of the nost influential citizens of the day to becone charter
neniers of the Rotary A ub of Sydney, including The Hon. Sr Henry
Braddon (who becane the first president), Professor Sr Edgeworth
David (al ready fanous as a geol ogi st and Antarctic explorer) and T.
R (later Sr Thonas) Bavin (a future Premer of New South Vel es).
The inaugural |uncheon, attended by the 35 charter nenbers, both
commi ssi oners, three nenbers of the newy-forned Rotary A ub of
Mel bourne and one visiting Rotarian fromGal cutta, was hel d on My
17.

Two days |later, Ralston sailed for New Zeal and | eavi ng Davi dson,
still conval escent, in Sydney, to help the new club' s officers over
their “teething” problens. Thus Fotary arrived in Australia wth two
clubs and 72 nenbers.

Before they sailed for hone, the two commissioners had forned
the Rotary Qubs of Wl lington (June 7) and Auckland (June 14),
leaving the Antipodes with four clubs and a total nenbership
of 163.

AUSTRALI A I N 1921
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Australia in 1921 had sone five million people, alnost all of
whose forebears had been English, Irish, Scottish or Vélsh wth
smal | conmunities of Gernans and Italians, a sprinkling of Chinese,
the odd Geek, and a few others of nainly FEuropean
origin. The original Australians, fromwomthe | and had been uncer -
enoniously stolen only 133 years before, were given hardly a
t hought except as objects of nore-or-less affectionate ansenent,
wth an occasional expression of regret that, as Daisy Bates had
assured us, there was nothing we could do for the poor blackfellow
but “snooth his dying pillow.

iy a little nore than tw years ago the gallant diggers had
been wel coned hone. Australia had recruited 416,809 vol unteers
for the land and air forces between 1914 and 1918, of whom sone
330,000 had served in a theatre of war; and 59, 258 of them now
lay inforeign soil. G those who survived, 166,815 had been wound-
ed, some nore than once. No country of the Enpire had
suffered such | osses in proportion to its popul ation. The nation was
still nourning the loss of so nany of its sons but was fiercely proud
of their achievenents. Australians, in 1921, were convinced that
they (wth their brothers across the Tasnan) were the equal of any
race on earth and superior to nost; and though the nation was
technically only 20 years ol d, and though the famly ties of Enpire,
enotionally, culturally and conmercially, were still strong and, it
seened, unbreakable, no one was in the slightest doubt about the
“national identity” over which, 75 years later, it seens to have
becone fashi onabl e to agoni se.

W M (Blly) Highes (the Little Dgger) was Prine Mnister, as he
had been since 1916; but the Federal Parlianent was still based in
Ml bourne and its first neeting in Ganberra was still six years in the
future.

The nation's wealth depended nainly on rural production, for
nanufacturing industries were still in their infancy. The Ford Mtor
Gonpany began assenbling cars in Mlbourne but the
private notor car was still nainly for the affl uent.

The Queensland and Northern Territory Aerial Services (Qantas)
had been established in Longreach a year earlier by Hidson Fysh
(later to becone a Rotarian); Keith and Ross Smith had flown from
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Bhgland to Australia in only 28 days. Airports had been established
at Essendon in Ml bourne and Mascot in Sydney and, later in the
year, Nornan Brearly (also to serve in Rotary) in Wstern Australia
was to begin the first internal airnail service. The Foyal Australian
Ar Force was established wth a gift of nore than 100 war-surpl us
aircraft fromBitain.

QGadys Mncrieff had nade her debut at the Theatre Royal,
Mel bourne in The Miid of the Muntains (and sang the part 3,000
tines), W B Mlnnes won the new y-established Archibald Prize
and was to wn six nore before he was done; and in Véstern
Australia Elith Qowan becane the first wonan to serve in a
parlianent in Australia

Miny houses in the cities and suburbs still had gas lights, gas or
fuel stoves and coal or wood fires for warnth; and nany had the
luxury of ice chests. In nost snall country towns and villages and
onthe farns, these city luxuries were not available: there vere fuel
stoves for cooking, log fires for heating, a “drip-safe” to keep
butter and milk cool, rainwater was stored in house tanks and was
cooled in canvas water-bags hanging on the veranda. Candles or
kerosene lanps were used for lighting — even the pressure |anp
was yet to arrive, but sone accepted the risks associated wth
carbide for the benefits of a bright light. The donestic wrel ess set
vas a thing of the future and there vere still beautiful clipper-ships
noored in the harbours, waiting to carry their cargoes of wool or
grain under sail to Europe.

(ne communi cated by letter or, in cases of energency, sent a
tel egram Mny country tel ephone subscribers enjoyed the friendli -
ness of the “party” line at the expense of privacy, while city sub-
scribers were connected through a nanual exchange. (ne travel | ed
on horseback, in sulky, buggy, wagonette or spring-cart. In town
there were trans and buses, hansom cabs and an occasi onal ot or
taxi-cab, and the country had been served for nore than 60 years
by a remarkably efficient rail network but wth a mitiplicity of
gauges; so in 1921 a Royal Commission reconmended the adoption
of a uniform gauge.

There was free prinary and secondary education for all wth the
local equivalent of the British public school systemfor those who
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preferred and could afford it. Lhiversities were vell established in
the capital cities but angjority of their acadenic staff, and the prin-
cipas of nany of the private or “great public’ school's, were still
being recruited in Bitain, the result not of a “cultura cringe” of
whi ch accusations are now popul arly levelled but of a shortage of
| ocal | y-quali fi ed candi dat es.

Mbst Australians lived wthin wal king distance of their work or
were | ess than half an hour's tramor bus ride anay. Those nen who
vworked in shops and offices wore three-piece suits (the jacket of
whi ch might be exchanged for a black al paca coat in the office or a
dust-coat in the shop), polished boots and a clean collar every day.
Few enjoyed the luxury of a daily change of shirt and underwear;
and the daily bath or shower, being advocated by public heal th offi -
cials, was regarded by nost as an affectation of the
affluent or the mldy eccentric.

Wiite-col lar workers addressed each other formally. BEven the
nost junior office or shop assistant was M or Mss and, while there
vas |less fornality in the blue-collar workplace, the factory forenan
or sheep-station overseer was custonarily M; and, socially, even
voren who had been close friends for decades still called each
other Ms, reserving given nanes for famly or intinates.

In the vast najority of househol ds, the husband and father was
the breadw nner and his wfe was the hone-naker. The recent war
had brought nany nore wormen into the workforce, but narriage
renained the anbition for nost, after which all but a few were
content to becorme full-tinme housew ves and nothers, at which
respected occupations they becane very highly skilled. The 1921
housew fe was, at the sane tine, cook, baker, cleaner, |aundress,
seanstress, knitter, nurse, pre-school teacher, financial nanager,
story-teller, pianist, spiritual adviser, conmuni cator, counsellor and
mstress; and she still contrived to preserve donestic harnony by
convi nci ng her husband that he was head of the famly.

After church on Sunday, nost famlies, whether the occupations
of their breadwnners were in the professional, conmercial, skilled
trade or labouring categories — doctor, |awyer, farner, carpenter,
tinbervorker, fettler — sat down to Sunday dinner, traditionally a
hot roast, consuned at nidday, wearing their “Sunday best”: suits,
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collar and tie for nen; high-necked, |ong-sleeved apparel of sober
hue for wonen; and hardly less inappropriate garnents for
children — summer and wnter. Oh Christnmas Day, of course,
simlarly attired regard ess of the tenperature, the traditiona fare
of their British ancestors was ingested; and anyone who had
suggested cold turkey and ham with salad followed by cold
Chri stmas puddi ng probabl y woul d have been excl uded from decent
soci ety forever.

The churches, in 1921, were still socia centres for fellowship and
service as well as worship. Church neners of virtually all Ciristian
denominations were active participants in the social work of the
parish, visiting the sick, helping the needy, conforting the dis-
tressed or bereaved. A spirit of service, inherent in their church
nenber ship but al so inherited fromrecent pioneer forebears who
vwere noted for their muitual support in tines of trouble, prevailed
throughout soci ety.

Entertainnents were sinple and largely hone-nade: reading,
pl ayi ng records on the granmophone, singing around the piano, play-
ing cards or draughts or chess, occasionally visiting the theatre or
the (silent) noving pictures, dancing. They watched — and sone of
thempl ayed — cricket, football and tennis. For country peopl e, fish-
ing and shooting (gane birds and rabbits) were not only
recreational pursuits for nen and boys but al so provided extra food
for the table. Inthe cities and larger towns they sonetines enj oyed
hearing the town band in the park. Sport and entertai nnent, like life
itself, were nore sedate than they have becone in the |ast decade
of the 20th CGentury.

There were still “currency lads and |asses” — Australian-born
progeny of convicts — distributed wdely throughout the
respect abl e popul ation; but the dark secret of this shaneful skele-
toninthe famly closet was kept |ocked away, never to be reveal ed
until the present perverse generation chose to pronote its convict
ancestry to a sort of antipodean nobility and to acknow edge their
heritage with defiant pride. There even nust have been sone el der -
ly “od hands” still living, for the last covict ship had arrived in
Wstern Australia only 53 years earlier; but they were hardy
likely to have disclosed the circunstances of their nmigration to the
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@l oni es.

This, then, was the society into which Rotary was introduced;, and
the first Rotarians reflected the leadership of a range of
vocations in that society.

THE CHARTER MEMBERS

The charter neners of the first two Fotary clubs in Australia
were busi ness and professional |eaders of the “old school ”. Many of
their nanes, or the nanes of their firns, are famliar to present-day
Rotarians. They were: —

Janmes MDougal |
Sr John Mnash

HE Mrton

Dr. Aan Newon

H W Gshor ne

Prof essor WA Gshor ne

Bnerst OQlllivan
Ernest R Peacock
DH Ross

EF Rdl
The Hon. Thomas Sanmmons

I'n Mel bour ne
D Avery Cheni cal Engi neer
AR Biley Chem st
J.HA Boyd Free and Bonded Wérehouse

Herbert Brookes
Al exander Caneron

Met ropol i tan Tranways Board

Ben (haffey
Harold 4 app

WH Qarke
Lance d evel and

James Davi es

T.G Hley

Sr John Gl librand
Sr Robert G bson
Henry Har per
L.J.M Hooper

J. G Latham
Burdett Laycock

Hrrie B Lee
T.C Lothian

Australian Paper MIls . Ltd
Chai rman, Mel bour ne and

Pastoral i st

Chairnan, M ctorian Board of
Rai | Comm ssi oner s

Carlton Brewery

A evel and Son and H sl op
Publ i c Accountants
Gomnmercial Travel lers
Associ ati on

Town derk

Gief of Rilice

I ron Founder

Robert Harper & .

Gocers Qundries

RG Dun and .

Mercantil e Agency

Barrister

Laycock Son and Co.

Vol | en Manuf act urers
hief, Mtropolitan Fre Brigade
Rubl i sher
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Dr. Sydney V. Sevell
Qy Smth

Sydney Sott

D York Syne Jr.
Frank Tate

WC. Thomas

George Turton
J. Sydney WIson

In Sydney

Sr GMson Alard
AJ. Anot

Thonas R Bavin
(later Sr Thonas)
Gcar C Bed e
HM Bar

P. Board

The Hon. Sr Henry Braddon
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Australian Nai | Gonpany

Wre Manuf acturers
Adnministrator,

Sate Hectricity Gonmission
Gty Engi neer

Sur geon

Wstern Dstrict Factories Ltd.
Prof essor of Physi ol ogy

Lhi versity of Ml bourne
E&A Bank

G fice Eui pnent

Canadi an Trade Cormi ssi oner
General Manager, Mitual Sore
Lhited Sates Gonsul General
Physi ci an

Hoadley and . Ry. Ltd.
Jamand Fruit Canners
Typewiters and

dfice Equi prent

Mel bour ne St eanshi p Co.
Drector of Education

WC Thomas and Sons

Hour Mllers

Royal Insurance G. Ltd.

Act uary

Publ i ¢ Account ant
Manager, Babcock & WIcox Ltd.
St eam Engi neer s

Barrister at Law

Managing Orector, Beale & M.
Ltd. A ano Manufacturers
Manager ,

Mel bour ne S eanshi p Co.
Drector, Educati on Departnent
Superintendent, Dalgety &
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Qo. Ltd. Wol Merchants

DD Braham
QW Bain

WG (Jin) Qonley

Sydney Morning Heral d

R J. (oonbes

H Dnidl

Sr T.W Edgeworth David

H P. Deni son

EJ. Doran

AM Eedy

BR Glling

R J. Havkes

WH Ifould

Charl es LI oyd Jones
(later Sr Garles)
F.H Li ndeman

Sr Herbert Mitland
A MVernon

CED Mares

Sr Cenison Mller
Rofessor AE Mlls

Editor, Daily Tel egraph
Chief Hectrical Eng neer
Rai | ways and Tr anway
Depart ment

General  Manager,

John Fairfax and Sons Ltd.

Proprietor, Seel Products (Aust),
Seel Shelving

Manager ,

Perdrieau Rubber Q. Ltd.

Prof essor of Geol ogy,

Lhiversity of Sydney

Managi ng D rector,

Sun Newspapers Ltd.

Tranways Executive

N S. W Tranmways

Drector and General Secretary

ML.C Assurance . Ltd.

Far ner

I nspector and Manager,

BEnglish, Scottish and Australian

Bank Ltd.

Fincipa Librarian

Rblic Library of NSW

Drector, David Jones Ltd.

Retail Drapers

Mwnagi ng O rector,

Li ndenan Ltd. Wne Gowers

Sur geon

Manager ,

Queensl and I nsurance Q. Ltd.,

Fre and Mrine | nsurance.

General Manager, astal

Farners G-op. Society Ltd.

Covernor, Commonweal t h Bank

Physi ci an
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Janes A Mirdoch
(later Sr Janes)
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Proprietor, Mirdoch's in Park
Park Sreet, Ltd. Mn's Qufitters

J.M Paxton Ship Broker

TR Rine Land Agent

CH Reading Managi ng D rect or

(later Sr Qaude) Bitish Austraian
Tobacco . Ltd.

G FRobertson Chairnan of Drectors, Angus &
Robertson Ltd. Booksel | ers

HA Russel | Slictor

F.G Sargood Partner, Sargood Bros.
Wiol esal e Sof t goods

HJ. Teperell Editor, Bvening News

W Mcars Vol | en Manuf act urer.

It is tenpting to set out the achi evenents of sone of these nen
who accepted Rotary nenbership so wllingly;, but where woul d one
stop? Each of themhad gained distinction in his vocation and had
also nade a notable contribution to some aspect of community
advancenent, whi ch, of course, is why they were chosen for Rotary
menber shi p.

EARLY EXTENSI ON

The charter presidents of the first two clubs, Professor Gshorne
and Sr Henry Braddon, discharged their duties so effectively and
with such enthusiasmthat, in 1922, they were appointed conms-
sioners by Rotary International (the newy-adopted nane for the
International Association of Rotary Qubs) to set up clubs in the
nyor citiesinall Sates, the forner to be responsible for extension
in Mctoria, South Australia, Tasnania, and Véstern Australia and
the latter in New South Vel es and Queensl and.

These two renarkable nen, after only a year of Rotary experi -
ence, enfarked on what nust have been a daunting task. Frst, it
appears, they nade discreet enquiries through their business or pro-
fessional colleagues in other cities. Professor Ghorne would wite
to acadenmics and nenbers of the nedical profession. Sr Henry
would seek infornation from senior executives of Dalgetys in
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Bri shane and those wi th whomthey di d busi ness. Then, having com
piled alist of people who nmight be interested in Rotary, they woul d
travel tothe city of their choice (sonetinges by train but nore often
by ship) and privately interview prospects.

In 1945, Bob Mrris of the Fotary dub of Hobart provided an
interesting account of how the conmissioners operated:

“Twenty one years ago this nonth, two anbassadors from the
recently formed Qub in Mlbourne cane to Hbbart; Professor
Gsborne of the Mel bourne Whiversity and Wl ter Drummond, the
Secretary of the Rotary A ub of Ml bourne. They cane arned wth
the nanes of twenty-five Hobart nen as prospects.

“M first experience of Rotary was when they call ed and asked to
see ne privately. | had a snall office, 9 ft. by 9 ft. behind the shop
wndow This was |large enough to contain two seats at an office
table. The Professor took one chair and | took the other, Velter
Drummond sat on the gas neter. They told ne they were going to
forma Rotary Qub in Hbart, talked about its ains and objectives,
its proposals and responsibilities, and said ny nane had been pro-
posed as a Charter nenber. Vés | prepared to accept nenbershi p?

“I was living wth ny saintly nother at the tine, and she had
always taught ne to be cautious, and to be careful of ny associ -
ates, and so | asked the Professor what other nen in the city were
likely to join. Vélter Dummond pulled out a note book and said,
‘The follow ng gentlenen have accepted nenbership.’” The first
nane he nentioned was Sr Henry Jones. and | said ‘ You need not
read out any nore nanes; if it’s good enough for Sr Henry it's good
enough for ne. I'lIl gveit afly.”

Having conpleted their interviews, the commissioners would
invite the acceptors to a neeting, usually over a neal, and the
Rotary club was established, constitution adopted and officers
el ected. The cormissioner woul d then enbark on the next steaner
for the journey back to his hone port.

There is a story told of an incident during one such sea voyage,
vhether factual or apocryphal is uncertain. It was custonary for the
shipping office to send the purser a list of passengers wth an indi -
cation of those who nmight be eligible for the honour of dining at
tabl es presided over by the various ship's officers. Sealing a gl ance

12

BEG NNI NGS

at the purser's list, the coomssioner was not surprised to see that
a brewery nanager and a trade union secretary were judged
vworthy of a place at the captain's table, but was anused at the
comment beside his own nanme: “Rotary Conmssioner. V& don't
know what this neans but he is probably an officer of the Salvation
Any oncircuit. Put himat your own table.”

G the capital cities, Brisbane and Adel ai de were forned in 1923,
Hobart in 1924 and Perth in 1926. Manwhile Rotary was being
extended to the provincial cities and large tows: in New South
Wil es, Newcastle in 1923, Parranmatta 1926, Wllongong and
A bury 1927, in Queensland, Rockhanpton 1925, Townsville and
Mackay 1926; in Tasnania, Launceston 1924; and in Mctoria,
Bal larat, Bendigo and Geelong in 1925. The first club in Ganberra,
the new National Capital, was forned in 1928, by which tine all 17
clubs in Australia had becone Fotary DOstrict 65 (or, nore
commonl y, the 65th Dstrict) which was forned on Septenber 15,
1927 with Fed Brks of the Rtary Qub of Sydney as the first
district governor.

The work of the commssioners should be renenbered. They
vere both busy nen, hol di ng responsi bl e positions of |eadership in
their vocations, who gave nost generously of their tine because
they sawin this new novenent a neans through which the spirit of
sel fless service in nen of goodw || could be given practical expres-
sion. Those of us who conplain about the tedious flight from
Mel bourne to Perth night pause to consider the commitnent to
Rotary of the conmissioner, who gladly undertook the six-day sea
voyage to forma new cl ub.

The new district was admnistered by Fred Brks for two years. H
vas followed by Alfred C C Holtz of Ml bourne, 1929-30, at the end
of whose term the country was divided into two districts: 65 wth
Leonard Mtchell of Ml bourne as governor, being defined as “that
portion of Australia including South Australia, Vestern Australia,
Mctoria, Tasnania, Northern Territory, the Gty of Boken HII and
that part of New South Véles south of the Mirrunbi dgee R ver”.
The renai nder of New South Vel es, Queensland and the ACT. were
designated the 76th Dstrict wth Robert Hancock of Brisbane as its
first governor.

13
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There were now 30 clubs in the country, and the expansion
continued, despite the extrene difficulties experienced by nany
clubs during the Geat Depression of 1930-37 when Rotary
International lost 18 clubs in 1931 and 27 more in 1932 account -
ing for some 2,000 nenbers. By the beginning of Vérld Vér Il in
1939 there were three districts wth 76 clubs and about 3, 000
nmenbers.

From 1939 to 1946, for obvi ous reasons, the growh was retard-
ed; but still there were those vho, in the face of great difficulties,
saw it as their duty to continue the extension of Rotary to neet
post-war challenges; so that when a new district was forned in
1946, there were 101 clubs as the platformfromwhich to |aunch
the rapi d post-war expansion.

The growth continued until, on the 75th anniversary of Rotary's
arrival in Australia, there were 23 districts wth 1178 clubs and
sonme 42,000 nenbers.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF SERVI CE

Wii | e extension was considered inportant so that Rotary could
be brought to as nany communities as possible, it engaged the
attention of a conparatively snmall nunber of Rotarians. The
preoccupation of the najority was service. They had vol unteered to
serve in asociety wth Service as its principal objective and Service
Above Slf as its notto; and they were inpatient to begin. BEven as
they learned the rules and the strange procedures of their new
organi sation, they sought ways of being useful; and they soon
identified mnor community needs which they decided that they
coul d neet.

In July, the Rotary Qub of Ml bourne appointed a cormittee to
survey the resources available to help underprivileged boys; but
vhile this investigation was in progress, the nenbers engaged in
their first recorded conmunity service activity: a picnic at Garrum
for 200 children from the Queensberry Sreet Sate School. The
children were taken to the picnic site in nenbers' own cars.

In Sydney on Novenber 9, 1921, there was an outing for 120
children and their nurses from the Royal Aexandra Hbospital for
Children. At the suggestion of the club president, Sr Henry Braddon,
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the nenbers agreed to bring sone Christnas cheer to war orphans
and sol diers’ wdows in need. Three years after the end of the “war
to end wars”, government assistance to war w dows and orphans
vas barely adequat e for basic necessities and did not stretch to the
provi sion of such luxuries as Gristnas gifts and victuals — far short
of the rather nore generous pension provided in later years.
Legacy, which was to accept responsibility for this bereaved and
vulnerable group in society, was yet to be formed (1923 in
Mel bourne, 1926 in Sydney) and it seened to the Rotarians of the
tine, nmany of whomwere returned servicenen, that these famlies
of fallen heroes had been all but forgotten. Alist of nanes of war
w dows with the nanes and ages of their children was obtai ned from
the Red O oss Society; and the nenbers nade up a Christnas par -
cel for each famly wth the usual Yul etide fare and appropriate toys
for the children. Each Rotarian then delivered parcel s to hal f a dozen
famlies. Henry Braddon later reported: “It took ne ten minutes to
get in the door of one house. They thought | was the rent-collector

and there was not enough cash in the house to satisfy him. . . In
the second case, when | opened the
parcel the children danced wth glee . . . The wdow to ny enbar -

rassnent, on getting the nessage fromthe club, burst into tears.”

As Professor Hrold Hint said in his 1971 history: “An inportant
thing about such efforts by these pioneers was that they did the
thing thensel ves. They didn't give a carrier a fewshillings to deliv-
er the parcels: they were personaly involved . . .”

As these snal | tasks were being perforned, the Sydney Rotarians
were planning a maj or survey of the city to deternine the needs of
boys.

It is clear that these early Rotarians were astute in their assess-
nent of needs. Arising fromtheir observations during a Christnas
dinner for the children at the Royal Park Neglected Children' s Depot,
Mel bourne Rotary nenbers suspected the exi stence of sone seri -
ous problens in the institution. Oh subsequent visits their fears
vere confirned. They were able to identify poor administration,
i nadequate services and a contenptuous attitude to the innates
conbined with a narked |ack of conpassion on the part of sone
staff nenfbers. The close interest of the Fotarians resulted in a
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change inthe attitude of staff, nore efficient admnistration and, to
express the new phil osophy of care, a change of nane to the Royal
Park Children's Vel fare Hne.

In 1925 the club received the report of the Boys’ Wérk
Gommttee and adopted its reconmendation to raise funds for a
Boy Scouts Appeal . Nearly £1,400 ($2,800) was eventual |y rai sed
— a considerabl e sumin those days when a confortabl e suburban
house coul d have been bought for about £400 ($800).

The Fotary dub of Sydney began its first major project. A popu-
lar slogan of the tinme was “Sound Manhood comes from Safe
Boyhood” and the club adopted this as its thene for the project.

The enterprise began wth a survey which was “i ntended to reveal
what influences are affecting boy life in Sydney and in what direc-
tions Rotary can best render effective service in aiding and encour -
aging boys to develop into good and useful nen”. . . and “It is
expected that, having obtained fromthe survey a clear know edge
of the actual conditions, we shall be able to suggest to our
easy-goi ng communi ty proper renedies for those unfavourabl e con-
ditions of boy life which we vaguely believe to exist.”

The city was divided into 12 zones, to each of which a team of
Rotarians was assigned. The infornati on was to be obtai ned by per -
sonal enquiries of social workers, teachers, police officers,
clergy, inspectors of the Sate Children's Relief Departnent,
enpl oyers, nunicipal authorities, parents and the boys thensel ves.
A general instruction issued to the Rotarians was that they shoul d
not record only what those engaged in themclai ned for their organ-
isations but to “nake a businessnan's estinate of the real results.
Is there waste of noney or energy, want of correlation anong sev-
eral agencies and is efficient service bei ng rendered?’

The subjects of the enquiry were:- factories and apprenticeshi ps,
sports and pl aygrounds, technical and conmercial schools, libraries,
noving pictures, juvenile crine, Sate children's relief, Boy Scouts
and Boys' Brigades; wth additional lines of enquiry into the need for
dental and optical clinics, treatnent and training of handi capped
children, kindergarten training, library and debating societies, gam
bling anong boys, effects of mlitary training and canps, and the
drift into unskilled work. Lhder each heading, the subjects to be
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investigated were |isted.

The outconme of this thorough and very sophisticated survey was
a highly successful and w del y-publicised Boys' Wéek which drew
attention to the needs of boys and raised funds for the selected
proj ect.

Wth so many worthy organisations in need of support, it had
been difficult for the club to decide on which their efforts should be
concentrated to ensure the nost effective use of any funds
provided, but the choice finaly fell upon the Boys' Brigade, which
was seen to be filling a desperate need wth linited resources. The
target of £10,000 for a new building and expansion of Boys’
Brigade services was exceeded, the final proceeds topping £12, 000
(%24,000); and when the handsone building was conpleted it was
officially opened on January 25, 1926 by no | ess a personage than
the Governor General, Lord S onehaven.

These first tentative flights into the newworld of service by the
two fledgling Rotary clubs began a story of service that continues
to unfold. Three quarters of a century after those first projects
vere initiated, each of the 1,178 Rotary clubs in Australia and
Papua New Qui nea records at |east one project of greater or |esser
signi ficance undertaken during the current Rotary year.
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Qub of Munt Ganbier in 1928. The first club sponsored by Adel aide, Munt Ganbi er was the second cl ub forned

Menbers of the Rotary A ub of Adel aide about to board the train taking themto the charter neeting of the Rotary
in South Australia.

CHAPTER TWO

VORKI NG W TH YOUTH

-I-I-E first Rotary clubs in Australia began their service wth youth
work; and the wel fare of young peopl e has renai ned a preoccu-
pation of all Rotary clubs throughout the years.

Fol I owi ng the successful Boys' Wek activities in Sydney in 1924
and 1926 and the subsequent support of the Boys’ Brigade,
another need was identified: the education and training of crippled
children.

CR PPLED CH LDREN

From the beginning, the Sydney club had taken an interest in
handi capped children and had appointed a conmttee to care for
them dub nenbers provided cars each nonth to convey children
to the Royal Aexandra Children's Hospital fromtheir own hones
and the Royl eston Hone (for crippl ed boys). Vocational training had
been consi dered. Children were taken on picnics.

h March 25, 1925, in an address to the Rotary club, Or WM
Mckers said that, in the dark ages, cripples were objects of hatred,
later of mirth and now of charity. Wat ought to be done was to
provide the best treatnent available for the inprovenent of their
heal th and vocational training to enable themto take their place in
productive work. Their lot would be vastly inproved if they were
able to take part in society and no |onger suffered the destroying
trauna of isolation.

Three years were to el apse before the club adopted, as its naj or
activity for 1928-29, “the educational and vocational training of
crippled children” and the conmunity service conmttee was
instructed to report on the best nethods to be foll oned by the club
to gve effect to this decision.

Fromthe outset, the coomittee took the viewthat an education-
al programwould be futile until the child was able to take
advantage of the nedical, surgical and other curative nethods
available. hildren first had to be discovered (for nany were kept
out of public viewby their parents or guardians) then referred to
the hospitals or institutions in which the best available treatnent
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and care coul d be given.

Menbers of the club were able to introduce the conmttee to
people in the nedical, health, education and social welfare
services. Early consultation was arranged wth the orthopaedi c sec-
tion of the British Mdical Association in Australia (now the Aus-
tralian Medical Association), the New South Wl es Education
Departnent, the Board of Health, the Qvilian Qipples’ Association,
the Far Vést Children's Health Schene, the Probl em Child Advance-
nent League, all the najor hospitals wth orthopaedic equi prent
and sel ect ed nursing hones.

Literature was studied: al the standard text books available at
the tine; statistics, plans, treatnents, results and other data from
activities in Geat Bitain, USA and Ginada; and an extensive his-
tory of sinmlar efforts el sewhere, including infornation provided by
Edgar Allen, president of the International Society for QGippled il -
dren, a nenber of the Rotary Qub of Byria, Chio, US A (“Daddy”
Alenis saidto have joined his Rotary club for the express purpose
of gaining Rotary support for his enterprise — the care, cure and
education of crippled children — wth remnmarkable
success) .

A the conclusion of its enquiry, the conmittee reported that
there appeared to be no lack of facilities for the treatnent of
children; that the hospitals, clinics and nursing hones were
coping adequately with the cases presented; but that the full
extent of the problemwas still unknown; and that the provision of
education for the handi capped was woef ul | y i nadequat e.

The cormittee described its work as a prelimnary enquiry and
suggest ed a conpr ehensi ve survey. So, once again, the nenbers of
the club enarked on a survey of their city. As Sr Henry Braddon
recalled in atalk to the club nearly 20 years later: “Nobody knew
whet her there were 1,000 or 10,000 crippled children in Sydney. It
is dreadful to think of the handi capped child that no one took any
particular troubl e about or cared about . . .”

Qrerseas surveys, both in Britain and Anerica, showed that there
were 2.5 crippl ed people in every 1,000, 50%bei ng under 16 years
ol d; suggesting that between 2,000 and 3,000 crippled
children would be found in the Sydney Mtropolitan area, wth its
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then popul ation of about one mllion.

Recogni sing the reticence of many parents of handi capped
children in those days and the shrinking of the children
thensel ves fromany kind of publicity that would expose themto
publ i ¢ view and enphasi se their separation fromother children, the
Rotarians were anare of the need to conduct their interviews wth
sersitivity.

A the conclusion of the survey, the children were brought to
clinics, conducted by the najor hospitals, for assessnent of their
condi ti on.

W to this point, the costs of the survey, including the cost of an
office wth paid staff for a year, had been net by subscriptions
fromthe nenbers. The club now deci ded that the task of providing
recreational and educational facilities would be beyond its own
resources and that the public should be invited to contribute.

A public appeal was |aunched by the Premer of New South Vél es
(club nenber Thonas Bavin) at a public neeting convened by the
Chief dvic Commissioner. The premer noved that the neeting
resolve to enter upon a canpaign to raise not less than £15, 000
“to neet the need which Rotary's investigations have reveal ed”.
The sumraised was £17,058.17. 8.

Having ascertained the extent of the problem and charted a
course of action for its solution, the club felt that, in accordance
with Rotary’s general policy on comnmunity service, a pernanent cit -
izens’ body should be now forned to inplenent the program A a
public neeting in the Sydney Town Hall on Decenber 17, 1929, the
Qippled Children's Society was forned and the club fornal |y hand-
ed over the funds raised by the citizens' appeal together with an
out standi ng bal ance of £211.8.2 of funds raised wthin the club for
the prelimnary work. The society was admtted to honorary affilia-
tion wth the International Society for Gippled hildren; and on
August 6, 1930, the New South Wl es Society for Oippled
Children was duly registered wth the Chief Secretary under the | ans
of the Sate.

Several nenbers of the initial board of directors of what was to
becone one of the Sate's nost highly regarded charitable institu-
tions were, of course, Rotarians, including Sr Henry Braddon, who
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was the first president, serving in that capacity until 1946. Qhers
also served for nany years and, indeed, Rotarians, as individuad s,
renain associated wth the Society, now known as The Northcott
Soci ety, to the present tine.

This vas the first of simlar activities for the benefit of crippled
children throughout Australia, wherein all societies or associations
for the treatnent and education of crippled children have been initi -
ated by the action of Rotary cl ubs.

SUPPORT

Snce its inception in the Antipodes, Rotary has of fered support
to existing youth organisations and agencies. This practice arises
fromthe policy of “find the need; and if there is an agency
equi pped to neet the need, strengthen and support, don't dupli -
cate . . .”. Because nany local surveys by Rotary clubs identified
recreational needs of young people which could be net by such
organi sations as Scouts, Qiides, YMAA and YWA Boys' Brigade,
N a t i 0 n a |
F tness canps, the Health Canp Association, Police & dtizens’
Youth Qubs, Church youth clubs, Young Farners’ or Rural Youth
Qubs, and a variety of other well-established but not necessarily
thriving groups or agencies, Rotarians were called upon to strength-
en and support these groups in preference to establishing new
organi sations or agencies. Thus it is found throughout the country
that Rotary clubs have been responsible for building, extend ng,
renovating or equipping buildings for these worthy organisations;
helping with their special activities and often
providing the work force at fund-raising events.

This sort of support for existing organisations and agencies is so
nuch a part of every Rotary club's activities that nany give them
only passing reference in their annual reports, reserving their
enphasi s for newinitiatives in youth service.

Sone of these established organisations, like the Oippled
Ghildren's Scieties, were originaly Rotary initiatives; such as the
National Ftness Qouncil (and canps) of New South Véles and the
Police and Qtizens' Boys' (now Youth) Qubs, both early projects of
the Rotary d ub of Sydney; and the M ctorian Young Farners d ubs;
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and the Adventure Ganps initiated by the Rotary Qub of @lling-
wood; but so effective was the policy of handing over to the com
munity on the successful conpletion of any project, that, when the
Rotary Qub of Newtown, New South Véles, in 1962, adopted provi -
sion of equipment for the local Police and Gtizens' Youth Qub as a
project for its first year of service, the nenfers were surprised to
learn that the first such youth club had been established in 1935 by
thei r own sponsor Rotary club, Sydney.

My Rotarians, of course, have continued their association wth
these organi sations, as individua's, after the conpletion of the club
project to assist. They are to be found serving as Scout and Qi de
group presidents, Scout district and state commissioners, YMA
| eaders, youth club presidents and committee nenbers, National
F tness canp counsel lors and the |ike.

| NTERACT AND ROTARACT

As a neans of instilling the “ideal of service” in young people,
Fotary clubs have been encouraged to sponsor the fornation of
junior service clubs: Interact and Rotaract.

In 1960 a Rotary International commttee, chaired by Charles
Tayl or of New Zeal and, considered the possibility of devising a
speci fic program of organised youth activity that could be recom
nended to Rotary clubs throughout the world. The object was to
introduce youth to voluntary service and to devel op international
under st andi ng anong young peopl e of secondary school age.

In the course of the study, the coomttee |earned of the Vieel
clubs sponsored by the Rotary Qub of Mam, Horida. Wiile the
deliberations of the coomttee were still in progress, the Rotary
Qub of Mrrickville, New South Vel es, sponsored a Wieel club at
New ngton @l lege (wthin that club's territory) in 1961.

From the committee’s final recommendati on cane |nteract,
(International action) a service club for boys intheir last three years
of secondary school. It was intended that Rotarians, having spon-
sored an Interact club, would act as counsellors, advising but not
directing the nenbers in the devel opnent of their community ser-
vice and international service activities.

The New ngton Wieel Qub nade the easy transition to becone
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the first Interact club in the Antipodes in April, 1963. The
novenent spread rapidly. By md 1966 there were sone 30 cl ubs
in Australian schools and by 1970 the nunber had grown to 143.

Because Interact clubs were restricted to nales, Rotary clubs
net the denands of girls to be involved in simlar service work by
formng Gode cl ubs (Qo-operation (bedi ence Duty Endeavour). The
first Gde club in Australia was sponsored by the Rotary Qub of
Auburn, New South Véles, in Novenber, 1965. Interact clubs and
their fenal e equival ents often worked together and held joint con-
ferences and synposia until, in 1969, the board of Rotary
International relaxed the rule restricting nenbership of Interact to
males. Wthin a few years the Code clubs had either becone
Interact clubs in girls' schools or had anal gamated wth existing
Interact clubs in co-educational school s.

In April 1996 there are only 78 Interact clubs in Australia, nany
havi ng been I ost in recent years.

To sponsor an Interact club, a Rotary club needs the pernission
of the school principal, whichis not always given, nany arguing that
their students have nore than enough extra-curricul a distractions.
A least one teacher wthin the school, to act as co-ordinator, is
also a requirenent, which increases the difficulty. The role of the
Rotarians on the club's Interact conmittee is to attend neetings of
the Interact club to provide advice or infornation when requested.

The activities of an Interact club are nany and varied. Sone of
them listed at an Interact district conference, were painting
houses and cl eaning up gardens for el derly and disabl ed peopl e, vis-
iting handi capped children's hones and reading to the children or
| eadi ng them in ganes, shopping for housebound el derly,
maki ng toys and kindergarten furniture, naintaining school
gardens, tree-planting, participating in road safety canpai gns,
nei ghbour hood cl eanups, raising funds for drought victins,
collecting clothing and blankets for flood victins, participating in
“door - knocks” and badge days for naj or charitable institutions, col -
lecting and sorting books for distribution in devel opi ng
countries, helping mgrant children to learn English, entertaining
exchange students, witing to overseas Interact clubs to advance
internationa friendships.
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The young peopl e who had served in Interact clubs soon began to
ask for simlar clubs in tertiary educational institutions: at
universities, teachers’ colleges, agricultural colleges and technical
colleges. In 1966 the Australian Rotary Institute reconmended to
the RI. board, that consideration be given to the sponsorship of
clubs for young adults simlar to Interact clubs. Initialy this, ad
simlar suggestions fromother parts of the world, net wth scant
success; but the proponents persevered and a worldw de survey
was aut horised, which resulted in approval to sponsor service cl ubs
for young adults (aged 17 to 25) to be known as Rotaract cl ubs.

The purpose of a Rotaract club was “to stimulate anong its
nenber s accept ance of high ethical standards in all occupations, to
devel op | eadershi p and responsi bl e citizenshi p through service and
to pronote international understanding and peace.” Rotaract clubs
coul d be university (or college) based or conmunity-based.

The first Rotaract club in Australia was sponsored by the Rotary
Qub of Brisbane Wst, on My 22, 1968 at International House in
the University of Queensland. About half the menbers were
students with the renainder from outside the Uhiversity. Sone
were students from overseas who were residents of |nternational
House.

Gowh was rapid; and when the first Rotaract district
conference in Australia was held at the Lhiversity of Queensland in
July, 1969, the 10 clubs in that Rotary district (260 — now 9600)
vere represented and there were visitors from 22 clubs in New
South Vel es and M ctoria.

The rapid growth of the 1960s and 70s began to tail off in the
1980s and, by 1990, the nuniber of clubs was al nost static, wth
di sbandi ng clubs al nost equalling new fornations, causing grave
concern to Rotarian sponsors. A study revealed that part of the
probl emwas the mgration of youth fromsnall tows to the |arger
cities in search of enploynent. Qher factors included the |ower
level of youth enploynent resulting fromthe world recession,
preoccupation of students with acadenic success to inprove
chances of vocational success and, according to one Rotarian in an
address to his fellows, “the encouragenent of greed in an increas-
ingly materialistic society”. Another suggested reason was the sup-

27



SEVENTY FI VE YEARS COF SERVI CE

posed rel uctance of young people in the age group (since 1970 18-
28) to be identified wth a group whi ch was “supervi sed” by Rotari -
ans.

Rotaract continues to growwth the formation of new cl ubs; but
still very slowy conpared wth the earlier years. In 1996 there were
181 Rotaract clubs in Australia and Papua New Gui nea,
suggesting that there is a potential growh (on the basis of one
Rotaract club per Rotary club) of nore than 999; but it seens high-
ly unlikely that this potentia will be reaised

Too nunerous to be listed here are the varied and often highly
i magi nati ve proj ects devised and carried out by Rotaract clubs. Just
a few of them reported in Rotary Down Under and Rotaract Yarn
over the years are: -

e Local clean-up canpai gns in which nenbers, assisted by ot her
organi sations (Scouts, QGiides), collect litter and dunped rubbi sh
fromstreets, parks and bushl and;

e llecting funds for charitable organisations in wheel -barrows
pushed sone 200 kil ometres, and occupi ed by nenbers;

e Rent-a-Santa. For a small fee, nenbers dress in Santa daus
costunes and call on specified famlies or appear at functions;

e Fund-raising to build a stadiumfor disabled youth by rafting
down the Darling Rver fromBourke to its confluence with the Mir -
ray, a distance of 1600 kil onetres;

¢ Qganising working bees to now | awns, clean up gardens, clear
gutters and pai nt houses for elderly pensioners;

e Holding fetes, fairs, junble sales, auctions for a variety of
charitabl e institutions;

e Choppi ng firewood for el derly and needy peopl €;

¢ Oganising and participating in “wal kathons”, fun-runs,
“sw nmat hons”, “workat hons”, “sitathons” (sitting on a pole for an
unconsci onabl e tine), “skate-athons” and innunerabl e other
variations on the narathon to raise funds.

e Srengthening local voluntary energency services, particularly
fire-fighting units, wth volunteer teans and fund-rai sing activities;

e Taking disabl ed children on picnics and other outings;

e« Presenting pantonminmes for disabled or underprivileged
children;
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e Wrking wth their sponsoring Rotary clubs on a variety of ser-
vice projects, particularly those reguiring physical effort;

e Exchanging infornation, audio and video tapes and group
visits with Rotaract clubs in overseas countries to advance
international friendship and understandi ng.

Rotaract clubs are supervised by their sponsoring Fotary cl ubs;
but they are responsible for arranging their own Rotaract district
conferences and they have their own equival ent of a Rotary district
governor. Giginally known as Rotaract Dstrict Governor, the i ncum
bent is now desi gnated Rotaract Representative. He or she is a past
president of a Rotaract club wthin the district, selected by a com
mttee of senior Rotarians and Rotaract past officers. The Rotaract
Representative visits each of the clubs in the district,
di scusses the program for the year (naking hel pful suggestions
where indicated) and organises and presides at the district
conf er ence.

I'n 1977 the incunbent Rotary district governors, on the
recormendation of the Australian Rotary Institute, established a
Rotaract Representative Training Pogram a niniature version of
the Rotary International Assenbly at which incomng Rotary
governors are trained. The two-day seminar is conducted annual |y
by a coomttee appointed by the Institute and is attended by
incomng Rotaract Representatives fromall districts.

RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadershi p Anards)

I'n 1959 Queensland was cel ebrating the centenary of its
procl anation as a separate col ony. The Queen was represented at
the festivities by her young cousin, the Princess Al exandra of Kent.
The State Centenary Cel ebrations Conmittee sought the
assistance of Rotary Qub of Brisbane President Hect (Sr) Anold
Bennett in arranging a program invol ving young people; and the
idea that finally energed was what cane to be call ed Qundoo Véek,
vhi ch i nvol ved not only Brisbane but al so Rotary clubs fromall parts
of the Sate.

Rotary clubs selected young |eaders, aged 18 to 25, to visit
Brisbane for ten days where they woul d be acconmodated in the
hones of Rotarians of the Brisbane and suburban clubs. They woul d
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attend a grand ball with the Princess, a garden party at
Qvernnment House wth the Governor as host, an Australian Broad-
casting Comm ssi on synphony concert, a special church service and
ayouthraly, visit Sate Parlianent, go to the theatre and the bal -
let, visit the art gallery, nuseum botanical gardens, the | awcourts,
offices, institutions and factories. It was described
as “a social, educational and cultural experience” intended to
enphasi se the inportance of youth — and particularly of youth
leaders — inthis rapidy developing Sate.

So successful was Qundoo (said to be an Aboriginal word
nmeani ng youth or youth corroboree) that nany Rotarians thought
it should be repeated; and so it was, but in a nodified and i rmea-
surably nore val uabl e form

In 1960 District 260 (9600) Governor Carl B shop announced the
i nauguration of the Rotary Youth Leadership Anard (RYLA) program
as an annual activity of that district.

Each Rotary club was asked to nonminate two young | eaders, one
mal e and one fenale aged 17-23, to attend a RYLA Wek in
Brisbane wth a simlar format to Gundoo week but including a one-
day seminar on youth | eader shi p.

The first RYLA week began on May 2, 1960 and was pronounced
a resoundi ng success.

(ne reconmendation from the awardees was that there shoul d
be nore tine devoted to the seninar. The fol | ow ng RYLA program
incorporated a two-day residential semnar at a youth canp.

The organising genius behind RYLA was Al ex Synons of the
Rotary Qub of Brisbane, General Secretary of the Brisbane YMCA A
prof essi onal youth worker, A ex inmediately recogni sed the poten-
tial of a programto encourage youth |eadership. H was entrusted
with the leadership of the first RALA coomttee which was fortu-
nate in having Alan Trist as its able secretary and a group of com
mtted Rotarians to assist.

In 1961 President Eic Arnstrong, Rotary Qub of Newcastl e,
nmaking up in Brisbane, was so inpressed by reports of the RYLA
week that he introduced the programto his own club. Dstrict 267
(9670) adopted the plan but extended the senminar in canp to five
days wth only two days of “hone hosting” and visits in the city.
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The first senminar was held in February 1962.

Making up at the Rotary dub of Wong, New South Wl es,
@rdon Boag from Canowindra listened with interest to the guest
speaker, Newcastle Rotarian Harry Smith, as he described the RYLA
programand pl ayed a tape prepared by the Dstrict 267 RYLA Com
mttee with the help of Alex Synons. The Wong Rotarians were
inpressed, but it was the visitor fromCanow ndra who acquired the
tape fromthe guest speaker. Gordon took the idea to his own club
and to Dstrict Gvernor Gordon Michin, who was an irmmedi ate
convert to RYLA appointing a district coomttee wth Gordon Boag
as chai rman. Wen Qrdon Mchin flewin a light aircraft to each of
the zone assenblies being held concurrently in that extensive dis-
trict, he was acconpanied by his new y-appoi nted RYLA chai rnan
whose job was to “sell” the program to the clubs. The result was
that the first RMLA seminar in Dstrict 270 was held at Bathurst — a
full seven days in canp — in April, 1965.

The RYLA program as it was conducted in Dstrict 270 was
described in an article published in Rotary Down Under in Mrch
1966, which concluded with an offer to share information wth
other districts. The offer was accepted by the editor of Rotary
Down Under, a nenber of the Sydney suburban Rotary dub of
Newt own, who, after having visited the second (1966) seninar of
Dstrict 270 at a conference centre/canp near Canberra, not only
got a good story and pictures for the nagazine but also was so
inpressed that he persuaded his own club and D strict 275 (9750)
to adopt the program This was achieved by bringing RYLA Chair -
nan Grdon Boag from District 270 wth a group of awardees to
speak at the district conference.

After a successful seminar in Ostrict 275, a group from that
district gave a simlar presentation at the conference of the
nei ghbouring D strict 268 (9690) which al so pronptly adopted the
programand began to arrange its first seninar.

Interested observers at the Dstrict 275 seminar were Youth
Chai rman Royce Abbey of District 280 (9800) and John NMackay of
District 245 (9450) Western Australia, both of whom al so
introduced the RYLA programinto their districts in the followng
year. A'so fromthe Dstrict 275 senminar, one awardee was chosen
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tovisit the Rotary district centred on Auckl and (292), the governor
of which was Bert Dreaver, a distinguished educationist and enthu-
siastic Fotarian, who had expressed interest in the RYLA program
and had been provided with witten naterial. The result was the
appoi ntnent of a district RYLA conmttee for 1968-69 and the
introduction of the programto New Zealand with the first
seninar held at the Uhiversity of Auckland in February, 1969.

Wth RYLA coomittees now appointed in eight districts, it was
suggested to Dstrict 260 CGovernor Arch Canpbell, in whose
district the programhad begun, that he shoul d convene a neeting
of representatives of all district RVLA conmttees to share
information and prepare literature for the guidance of others
contenpl ating the introduction of the program Arch gladly agreed
and issued the invitations, but by the tine a neeting could be
arranged, Arch had passed the “use-by date” for district governors
and had achieved the status of a P.D.G which, as all good
Rotarians know neans a rank-and-file Rotarian wth a fancy title.
H's successor, Fod Vol ler, was pleased to execute the plan and, on
Qctober 27 1968, 15 Rotarians representing nine districts (260,
267, 270, 275, 268, 270, 245, 290 and 265) net at Rod's hone
in Brisbane. They were Rod Voller, Arch Canpbell, One Qsen, H
Devenport, Brian Knowes and the Rev. Aan Mile (all fromDstrict
260), Or. John Follent (265), Ben Faulkner (267), Keith WIlians
(268), Gordon Boag (270), Bob S oman (275 also representing
Dstrict 245 in WA) and Paul Henni ngham (275 al so representing
292 in New Zeal and). Ed Devenport was el ected chai rnan.

Among the recommendations of the neeting to all incunbent
district governors were: “that all districts adopt the RYLA program
that an identical statenent of purposes be adopted by all; that an
Australia-New Zeal and Cormittee be appointed to co-ordinate the
programand assist in extension work; and that the Australian and
New Zeal and I nstitutes be asked to submt a joint recommendation
to the board of Rotary International that RYLA be adopted as a
world Rotary youth program and that its adoption be announced,
preferably at the international convention to be held in Sydney in
1971".

The governors authorised the fornmation of the commttee and
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appoi nted their representatives who convened as the Australia-New
Zealand Central RYLA Gonmittee at the Ulhiversity of New South
Wales on February 8, 1969, electing Ed Devenport
chai rman. The committee appointed an infornation and extension
sub-committee (Gordon Machin, Gordon Boag and Paul Henning-
han) to gather al available literature on the subject fromall Rotary
districts in which the program was operating and, using this
information, prepare a draft RYLA nanual for the guidance of
district governors, district RYLA coomttees, RYLA seninar staff
and Rotary club youth committees.

O April 19, 1969 at a well-attended neeting in Ganberra, the
first draft of a nanual was considered in general terns and an
anended draft distributed to district coomttees for comment and
suggestions. On Septenber 5, 1970 the committee considered the
second draft in detail, paragraph by paragraph, and the RYLA Manu-
al was then issued to al districts in Australia and New Zeal and wth
copies to the youth activities coomttee of Rotary International .

The sub-committee began active pronotion of the RYLA program
in Rotary Down Under (which was used, quite shanel essly, by the
editor of the tine who was a nenber of the conmittee and who
remains unrepentant to this day) and articles were provided for
Rotary nagazines in other countries, eliciting enquiries from nany
interested Rotarians.

By 1970 every district in Australia and New Zeal and, 17 at that
tine, was conducting a RYLA sem nar.

In July, 1970, the CGentral RYLA Gonmittee briefed RI. Drector
Qem Renouf and RI. Youth Activities Coomttee Menber John
Mbon on the activities of the coomttee and the naterial subnmitted
tothe RI. Board.

The adoption of RYLA as a recommended youth program of
Rotary International was announced at the 1971 international con-
vention in Sydney to | oud appl ause by Antipodean Rotarians.

RYLA was subsequently introduced to nmany parts of the world;
but, despite nunerous attenpts to persuade the board of direc-
tors of Rotary International to issue the nanual prepared for Aus-
tralia and New Zeal and (conpl etely revised and nodified for inter-
national use by a conmittee appointed by the Australian and New
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Zealand Institutes in 1988 at the request of no less a personage
than R1. President Royce Abbey) and notw thstandi ng recomen-
dations by several RI. Youth GConmittees, no action has been taken
to adopt standard procedures. Thus what is known as RYLA in sone
districts bears only superficial resenblance and is
considered of inferior quality to the Antipodean program while in
other countries it is of particularly high standard; a situation found
irksone by those responsible for the devel opnent of the
program and jealous of its reputation as an effective and
prof essi onal | y- conduct ed yout h | eader shi p trai ning schene.

A typical RYLA senminar, as conducted in Australian and New
Zealand Rotary districts, is a seven-day residential course held at an
est abl i shed youth canp, conference centre or coll ege.

The programis devised by the district RYLA coomittee (appoint -
ed, of course, by the district governor), which also selects the
semnar staff, visiting lecturers and resource people, all of whom
are vol unteers who donate their tine.

The staff usually includes a director, whose job is to inpl enent
the program an administrator responsible for the donestic aspects
of the canp (neals, canp rules, first aid, canteen), one or two
counsel lors to assist the director and be available to talk wth
awnar dees who have problens, an activities co-ordinator to assist
wth the organi sation of ganes, concert, canpfire, dance or fornal
dinner, and canp newspaper, and a secretary in charge of the
office. Several nenbers of staff are invariably forner awardees.

Many districts appoint a host club to be responsible for the
venue, appoi ntnent of the administrator, transport of speakers,
nedi cal service and, sonetines, catering.

Each Rotary club sel ects and pays for a nal e and fenal e anar dee
aged 18 to 25 years. The club is also responsible for
transporting its awardees to and fromthe semnar venue. Shortly
after the seminar, the awardees attend a neeting of the sponsor
club to receive their award certificates and describe their
experiences of RYLA for the benefit of the Rotarians.

The curriculum varies but every RYLA syllabus shoul d include
what are described as “core” subjects, including discussion
| eadi ng, |eadership, group dynamics, chairnanship, public speaking,
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comuni cati ons, hunman behavi our, recognising enotional and
behavi our probl ens, interpersonal relationships, noral and ethical
questions, contenporary socia problens, conflict resolution, com
munity resources, wor |l d under st andi ng, canpcraft,
survival and elenentary first aid. Listed as optional subjects are
physi cal education, ganes |eading, health and hygi ene, stress nan-
agenent, club administration, progranming, fund-raising, arts and
crafts, amateur theatre and dance, personal inage, choosing a
career and multi-cultural societies. Qwiously there are nany nore
options, the choice of subjects being dictated by the needs of the
tine and soci ety and the avail ability of speakers.

Mbst sessions take the formof a short |ecture or presentation of
up to 20 minutes, study groups or workshops for 20 nminutes and
reports fromgroups and general di scussion 20 mnutes.

The awardees are expected to arrange their own social activities
vhi ch al nost al ways include a dance and a canp concert. They are
al so encouraged to publish a newspaper and organise their own
sporting activities.

Uhdoubt edly one of Rotary's nost effective youth prograns, the
devel opment of RYLA has been dealt with in sone detail here
because it exenplifies the devel opnent of a Rotary program from
its beginnings in asingle club toits adoption by a district and its
extension, first by a process of sharing infornation and later by
del i berate pronotion around the worl d.

RYPEN (Rotary Youth Program of Enrichnent)

A youth activity that grew out of RYLA is the Rotary Youth
Program of Enrichnent — RYPEN often thought of as the personal
“baby” of Hiugh Newran, past governor of District 9710, who
played a leading part in its devel opnent and pronotion.

Devised by the Rotary A ub of Ganberra-Bel connen, in 1980, the
programis a long week-end (three days) senminar for girls and boys
aged 14 to 17 years. Awnardees are sponsored and paid for by
Rotary clubs in the sane way as are Rotary Youth Leadership
Anardees and, simlarly al so, the semnar is organi sed and conduct -
ed by a district R/PEN coomttee.

Those selected to attend a RYPEN seminar are not the high
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achievers or outstanding youth |leaders of the locality from which
they are sponsored but average young people who are likely to
benefit fromthe | earning experience. Thus the sel ection conmttee
in each Rotary club has the unusual and potentially delicate task of
choosi ng candi dates who are not necessarily the “best”
applicants; of trying to find the "average" student, who is never
likely to gain one of the anards for acadenmic achi evenent, athletic
proness or outstanding |eadership potential; and to nake such a
sel ection wthout inplying that the student is considered just
“average”.

The RYPEN programis stated aimis to “communicate to the
young peopl e invol ved a series of ideas, problens and social experi -
ences which wll assist themin forming their own val ues and noral
standar ds”.

Atypical agenda for a RYPEN semnar (after the introduction of
the program and the usual "getting to know you" segnent)
i ncl udes conmuni cation, good nanners, tolerance, drugs and al co-
hol, "police, the Lawand you', physica fitness, job-seeking, recre-
ational skills, religionand noral's; while social skills are inparted at a
fornal dinner and a dance. A short, ecunenical religious service is
usual | y arranged on the Sunday.

Wil e no objective eval uation of the programhas been attenpt -
ed, anecdotal evidence suggests that the young participants have
found the experience very valuable. Indeed, sone of the so-called
“average” youngsters chosen have shown a marked i nprovenent
at school and have denonstrated | eadership potential to the extent
that they have been chosen for RYLA and have been noninated for
educational awards of The Rotary Foundati on.

PEER SUPPORT

Drug abuse is seen as a problemin Australian conmunities, just
as it isin other countries; and to conbat the problemwth preven-
tive neasures in school s was the response supported by Rotary.

The Peer Support programbegan in 1971, the initiative of Ms.
Hizabeth Ganpbel |, a health education officer in New South Vél es.
Initially confined to a few schools with sone State Governnent
funding, it was languishing for want of support when the nodest
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funding was wthdrawn. The Rotary dub of North Sydney decided
to support the programin the local high school and it was taken up
with enthusiasm by clubs throughout Australia (and New Zeal and)
with the official support of government health and
educat i on depart nents.

The Rotarian nainly responsible for devel oping and pronoting
Peer Support through Fotary is Janes Dbble of the Fotary Qub of
Wérringah, New South Véles. Jimis a well known and popular for-
ner ABC television news presenter who, in his retirenent, has
used his considerabl e conmunication skills to acquaint others wth
the value of the program which now operates in nore than 4,000
prinary and secondary schools in all Sates of Australia.

An interesting devel opnent is the extension of the programto
Scotland, where its introduction into schools has been adopted by
nmany clubs as a Rotary youth project.

The programis based on the assunption that the transition from
primary to high school can be an unhappy tine for many children
and that, w thout guidance, they can be easy targets for
exploitation; that, at the sane tine, nany senior students need the
opportunity to develop leadership skills; and that hel ping young
peopl e to resist peer pressures by caring for each other and provid-
ing positive role nodel s is a long-termsol ution to nany social prob-
| ens.

Uhder the Peer Support program senior students are trained to
assi st the younger ones by providing personal contact and
gui dance. Thus the senior student is given an opportunity to
devel op leadership skills and the junior student is assured of a safe
and friendly environnent in which to devel op her/his own
indvidaity.

The nethod is sinple but effective. Selected vol unteer senior
students are trained by teachers who have attended workshop
semnars covering all aspects of the program After training, the
sel ected | eaders are assigned to small “family” groups of six junior
students with the accent on friendship and support rather than
aut hority.

School principals throughout Australia have been lavish in their
prai se of Peer Qupport. Typical was this conment fromS R Qoak
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of Belnore Boys' Hgh School: “The effects of the Peer Support
program on aspects of school behaviour such as vandalism
bul I yi ng and pl ayground vi ol ence are of undeni abl e benefit to every-
one . . . The schene helps to build self esteemin all who
participate in it and enables the devel opnent of strong school
noral e and co-operation leading to a nuch heal thier environnent
fa dl.”

New South Vel es Deputy Premier and Mnister for Education in
1985, M. R Milock, said: “lI commend the Peer Support program
to the people of New South Wl es with the suggestion that
donations to it would be like buying shares in the future of our
yout h.”

SUMMER SCHOOLS

In January, 1984, the first Australian National Science Surmer
School , attended by 200 senior secondary school students,
convened in Canberra — a joint initiative of two Rotary districts
(968 covering Sydney's northern suburbs and 971 based on
Canberra) and the Canberra Devel opment Board and with the
support of a large nuner of scientific institutions and Rotary cl ubs
fromaround Australia.

The Rotary clubs nom nated and sponsored the candi dat es;
students who had shown outstanding perfornance in science
subj ect s.

The purpose was to introduce the scientists of the future to
Australia s nost distinguished scientists of the present and provi de
opportunities for participation in open and group discussions and
forum sessions wth them The students were also able to visit
sone of the great national institutions.

Gficialy opened by the Gvernor General, Sr Nnian Sephen,
wth a challenging address and al so addressed by Prine Mnister
Hawke and Mnister for Science Barry Jones, the Summer School
was an i nmedi at e success.

In the followng year the National Science Summer school was
designated, by the Rotary Institute, one of Rotary’s contributions
to International Youth Year, wth al Rotary districts participating;
and it then becane an annual event. Al Rotary clubs were invited to
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nonmnate and sponsor outstanding students who live or attend
school wthin their territories. The conpetition was keen and those
finally sel ected were seen as having brought credit to their school s
— and their sponsoring Rotary clubs. The nation's |eading
scientists, nost of whomenjoy an international reputation, gl ady
gave their tine to encourage the aspiring scientists of the future.

In 1993, when the 10th National Science Summer School
convened, it was noted that 2,290 students had passed through
the program many of whom had since graduated w th honours and
had since gai ned or were conpl eting their PhD degrees.

The final NSSS under that nane was held in 1995, by which tine
2,830 students had parti ci pat ed.

In 1996 the nane of the program was changed to the National
Youth Science Forum It had been discovered that the word
“school ” had conveyed a fal se inpression of the programs scope
and content to sone potentia candidates. However, . arose by
any other nane . .", the programin 1966 was no | ess successful
and Liaison Gficer Bruce Sharp (Rotary Q ub of Bel connen and past
governor of District 9710) was able to report that the total nunber
of students who had been involved had risen to 3,124, including
100 from over seas.

To naintain close links wth New Zeal and scientists of the future,
six students are selected each year fromeach country to attend
the sunmer school (forunm) in the other.

Because the nunbers accepted for the National Science Youth
Forumare limted, the Rotary Qub of Ballarat, in 1992, proposed
and District 9810 adopted the suggestion that a sinilar programbe
devel oped for younger (Year 10) secondary school students. Now
known as S enens Year 10 Summer School, it is conducted by the
Australian Science Industry Association and sponsored by S enens
Ltd. Sudents are selected by local Rotary clubs. Rotary Institute
Liai son Rotarian Bob Laslett, a past governor of Dstrict 9810
reported that, in 1995, the three-day hands-on program was
attended by 3,200 in 23 universities throughout Australia

Another program for 125 students fromaround the country, is
the BHP National Engineering Sunmer School. The students |ive on
canpus for a week, attend lectures and visit selected industries.
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This is not a Rotary program but Rotary clubs in participating
districts assist wth the sel ection of students.

CLUB AND DI STRI CT YOUTH PRQIECTS

Qub, district and multi-district youth projects are so nunerous
that even a list of those initiated in the past year woul d occupy
nore space thanis available, for it is anost certainthat each of the
1,178 clubs in Australia and Papua New Guinea wll have included
one or nore attenpts to neet the needs of youth anong its pro-
jects for the year. The followng few therefore, have been sel ected
as representative of the nany thousands of projects, great and
snal |, conpl eted during the past 75 years: —

Panning for a youth canp at Taroona near Hobart, Tasnania,
began in 1927 but it was not until 1938 that the |and was acquired
and cl eared, the project having been deferred during the worst days
of the world depression that began in 1929. It was not finally com
pleted until 1940 and was extensively used by many youth groups
including Scouts, Quides and National Ftness Gouncil until, wth
urban growth, the site was no longer suitable for a canp. By this
tine, of course, other canps had been established in country and
seaside areas to neet the needs of the youth groups it had been
serving. Taroona Canp was sold in 1964 and the funds invested to
provide an annual incone for allocation each year to various youth
organi sations by the Youth V¢l fare Cormittee.

In the imrediate post Wrld Vér |1 years, the Rotary dub
of South Sydney, in its second year of service and under the
| eadership of Bert Synons, sponsored a conprehensive social
survey of its territory which was carried out by a researcher, Ms.
Vesta Davies, assisted by students fromthe Uhiversity of Sydney
Departnent of Social Sudies. The survey identified a | arge nunier
of needs of youth in the area, including a need for assistance to the
Lhi versity Settlenent, a voluntary social service organisation
followng the traditions and nethods of university settlenents in
England. Its aimwas to provide educational and recreational
experiences after school and at week-ends for children in the
depressed areas around the Lhiversity of Sydney. It occupied sone
snal | terrace houses and was staffed by volunteers, nost of whom
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vere staff and students of the Uhiversity. The buildings were in
urgent need of repairs and equi pnent. The Rotary club, wth donat -
ed naterials and voluntary labour, was able to fully renovate the
buildings and install the play and hobby equi prent. The club then
“adopted” the settlenent, providing assistance over a period of
several years.

In 1948 the Rotary AQub of South Brisbane began an activity that
continues to this day: the annual picnic for deaf and blind children
(probably now known as auditorily and visually inpaired or even
“chal I enged”), in which the Rotarians convey the children to the pic-
nic site in their own cars and appear to take as much
pleasure in the outing as their young charges.

A popul ar project in nany Rotary clubs is vocational guidance at
school s, The programvaries fromattendance at a school by Rotary
nenbers who are able to assist young people in their choice of
careers, or are willing to conduct simulated interviews wth
“applicants” for enploynent, to full scale careers “narkets” at
vhi ch representatives of a |l arge nunber of vocations set up “stalls”
fromwhich they offer printed material and provide infornation
about their business, profession or industry. It is not unusual for the
arned services, energency services, police and public
transport authorities to provide displays on such occasions.
Wnt haggi, Mictoria, and Bl acktown, New South Wl es, were
organi sing such large-scale events annual ly during the 1960s; and
the 22-nenber Tallangatta club, just south of the New South
Vel es-M ctoria border, nanaged to recruit 32 counsellors fromfour
clubs to nount a careers conference for 400 students in 1969. In
1980 the Rotarians of Rockhanpton, Vé¢stern Australia, inter-
viewed senior students for nythical jobs and then counsel | ed them
on their perfornmances. The Rotary dub of Giffith, New South
Wal es, in 1989, brought 3,000 students from 18 secondary
school s in the Rverina to a huge and hi ghly successful careers nar -
ket which resulted in selection of vocations by a |arge nunber of
participants and confirnation of earlier choices by others.

Arong the many huts, canps and adventure sites provided by
Rotary clubs throughout the years — nmainly for established youth
organisations — are sone that were built for the use of all youth
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groups in the comunity. One such was the Boranbola Canp
created by the Rotary Qub of \Wigga \Wgga in 1950. The club
acquired a 12 hectare site on the banks of a pernanent stream 30
kilonetres fromthe city. The nenbers devel oped the site in
stages. Wsing donated building naterials and disused buildings and
their own I abour, they provided dormtories (two disused ol d school
houses transported to the site on road trailers), toilet and shower
bl ocks, kitchen and dining hall, recreation hut and | ecture room The
canp is used regularly by nany organisations, including the Rotary
club for its annual canp for school children and the Rotary district
for RYLA and RYPEN seminars and youth exchange
bri efi ngs.

The Rotarians in the border city of Abury simlarly built a chalet,
15 kil onetres fromtown on the shores of the Hine Vir for use by
| ocal youth groups.

Uhtil 1956 the ULhiversity of Vestern Australia (founded 1913)
did not have a nedical school. Aspiring nedical practitioners from
the Vést had to attend universities in Eastern States, adding the
cost of accommodation far fromhone to the already considerabl e
expense of the six years course and al so depriving the Sate of
nany nedi cal graduates, who all too often renained to practise in
the Sates in which they had trained. In 1955 the Rotary Qub of
Perth, under the | eadership of President Mck Yeates, nobilised the
conmuni ty, gained the support of the governnent, the British Med-
ical Association, the Royal Perth Hospital, nany conmunity organi -
sations and all the Rotary clubs in the Sate (then the one Rotary
district) and set about raising the funds required for the project.
The Uhiversity appointed a coomittee in March 1955. The final
accounts and full report with nore than £500,000 ($1, 000, 000)
were handed over to the lhiversity in Mrch 1956. Wth a Sate
Governnent grant and further donations, an additional £250, 000
(%500, 000) was raised. Wth subsequent donations and bequests
generated as a result of the appeal, the lhiversity was able to
establ i sh the nedi cal school that has since gai ned an envi abl e repu-
tation

Not all, indeed not many projects for youth are of such
nagni tude. Mbst represent a response by a small club to an
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identified need inits own conmunity.

The very club that gave Wéstern Australia its nedical school,
Perth, in its first year, 1926, with fewer than 30 nenbers,
concl uded that the children of the city needed sonething to bright -
en their lives, so they built a statue of Peter Pan in Qeen's
Gardens, next to Perth Qicket Gound.

The Rotary Aub of North Adelaide, South Australia, discovered
the special needs of children wth specific learning difficulties and
hel ped the local community to establish a centre with an initial
donation of $10,000. The club then paid a deposit on a house to
accommodat e the organi sation now known as SPELD. The South
Australian Gvernnent paid the bal ance of the purchase price. This
is a good exanpl e of Rotary, the community and governnent join-
ing forces to neet a need.

Realising that children attending Sate prinary schools in very
snall rural communities (sone wth enrol nents of fewer than 20
representing about a dozen famlies) were disadvantaged
conpared with their urban fellows because they |acked the extra
equi pnent purchased by the efforts of large Parents and Qtizens
Associ ations, the Rotary A ub of Lisnmore Vést, New South Véles, in
1971-72, provided nusical instrunents which could be shared by
the 36 school s that were regularly visited by the Education Depart -
nent' s area nusi c teacher.

Gving little spina hifida victing a neasure of nobility wth an
i ngeni ous t hree-wheel ed vehicle propelled by a rowng action was a
project of the Rotary Qub of Nunawading, M ctoria, in 1974. The
“Ro-car” was designed and built by Rotarians who then arranged for
a toy nanufacturer to nass produce the little nachine. Mbst of the
units were purchased (at cost) by Rotary clubs for spina bifida vic-
tins intheir ow club areas.

“dve a kid a job” was the thene of a Youth Enpl oynent Schene
(Y.ES) launched by the Rotary clubs of Mctoria in 1979. Wth the
support of other service clubs (Lions, Apex, Jaycees and K wanis),
enpl oyer organi sations and the press, the canpaign was reported
to have resulted in sone 20,000 new enpl oynent opportunities
during its first year when all enployers were invited to “Say ‘yes’ to
a job-seeker”. The programwas revived in the early 1990s under
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the nane “Enploy Australia” with strong comunity and
gover nnent support .

Canps for handi capped children have been organi sed by several
Rotary clubs. Arong these is the now well-known “Handi canp”.
Another is called “Canp Breakaway” whi ch becane an annual activ-
ity of the Rotary dQub of Wong, New South Vél es. Vol unteer “car -
ers” attended the two weeks canp with the handi capped
children to attend to all their physical needs. A programof ganes,
education and entertainment wth maxi num participation is
arranged. The purpose is to give the children and their parents or
usual carers a hol i day.

Responsi bility for the Portsea Canp was assuned by the Rotari -
ans of Mictoria in 1995 when civic funding was wthdrawn. Total |y
renovat ed, the canp on the Mrni ng Peninsul a provi des recreational
activities for disabled or di sadvantaged children.

“Ki dsKanp”, an annual event of the Bellerive, Tasmani a,
Rotarians, is a canp for di sadvantaged children nomnated by soci al
workers of the State Departnent of Conmunity Vélfare.

The naj or world youth project inwhich all Rotary clubs took part,
of course, was “PolioH us”, |aunched in 1987, the aimof which is to
eradicate polionyelitis plus the other infectious
di seases of childhood by the year 2005, FRotary's centenary year.
Wth a target of $US120 nillion, Rotary clubs raised nore than
$246 mllion. The Australian clubs received strong public support
for the canpaign with extensive nedia coverage and gover nnent
encouragenent. The Australian PolioP us chairnman was Les Wit -
croft, whose dedication to the cause was reinforced (if it needed
reinforcing) by personal famly experience of the ravages caused by
polio. Les reported that the VWrld Health Qganisation estinates
that the eradication of poliowll save $UBL.5 billion a year.

Wien the Lake CQullullaraine Children's Canp was totally
destroyed by fire, the Rotarians of Irynple, Mctoria set about
re-building it wth as nuch donated naterial as they could acquire
and their own | abour. The nenibers of this club are no strangers to
nmanual |abour. They had previously planted trees and lawns at the
I rynpl e Techni cal School .

In 1958-59 the snall Rotary dub of Loxton, South Australia, also
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nade use of nenbers' nuscles by establishing an oval at the |ocal
hi gh school, conplete with lawns and trees. The club went on over
the next three years to provide further anenities for the young
peopl e by constructing the town pool .

The Rotary Qub of Kingston Park, South Australia, carried off the
avard for best fund-raising project two years in succession for its
Easter Appeal for the Adelaide Children's Hospital, involving the
personal efforts of all club nenbers and the co-operation of two
tel evi si on channel s.

In addition to the regular sinulated job interviews at three |ocal
hi gh school s and its sponsorship of an International House at Janes
Mok Lhiversity, the Fotary Qub of Ross Rver in North Queensl and
presents an anard to the top student in the hospitality course at
the local @llege of TAFE and awards a schol arship to work on the
Barrier Reef to a senior high school student aspiring to a career in
Mvrine Sience, thus making a contribution, through its youth ser -
vice, to tourismand the narine environnent.

In 1970 the Rotary A ub of Broadnmeadows, M ctoria, enbarked on
an anbitious project to convert a dilapidated forner prisoner-of-
war depot into one of the best-equi pped youth canps in the Sate
for the use of local schools. The Rotarians lined the valls of the
bui | dings, pai nted themthroughout, re-built the kitchen, tiled floors,
renovated toilets and bathroons, renewed bunks and
mattresses, built a “commando” course, beautified the surround-
ings and provided housing for pernanent staff. The facilities have
been enj oyed by sone 20,000 young peopl e fromthe area and the
project earned the club a Rotary S gnificant Achi evenent Award.

It is estinated that 376,000 Australian children suffer fromnoc-
turnal enuresis (bed-wetting). The Rotary Qub of Msnan Park,
Western Australia, in 1992, adopted pronotion of public awareness
of this distressing conplaint. The club produced a video describi ng
an effective treatnent.

Qine prevention workshops, involving police and high school stu-
dents in a 1995-96 initiative of the Rotary dQub of Padstow New
South Wil es. Early indications were that the program woul d be
hi ghly successful .

As suggested earlier — and as denonstrated in this chapter —
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SEVENTY FI VE YEARS COF SERVI CE

nost Rotary clubs place youth service high ontheir priority lists and
are zealous in their investigation of the needs of young peopl e,
of ten show ng consi derabl e i ngenuity and i nagi nation in planning to
neet the needs identified.

Further youth activities are discussed in those chapters covering
communi ty service and internationa service.

Beverl ey and Gordon
Myes are pictured after
Gordon’ s keynote address
to the Ml bourne
Convent i on.
Actor David Hassel hoff, of the Baywatch Goofy lived up to his nane when he net
tel evision series, and Katrina who was a Chri stopher and Pascol, nenbers of the
menber of the Rotary dub of Qiildford, Fotary Qub of Qildford, NSW, project
NSW, project for patients fromthe for patients fromthe New Children's
New Children’s Hospital at Wéstnead,
NS W
Drector Ral ph Le Laen counsel s one
of the young visitors to
StreetSmart, a youth outreach
centre established by the Fotary
Qub of Sydney, NSW, in an
associ ation wth the Wsley Mssion
and located in the heart of the city. :
The nural in the background was An artlgts
i by your e e
graffiti artists who are street kids. New Chi | dren’ s
Hospital being built
in Sydney, NSW,
Australia
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Adventure in GQtizenship

[ T

A busy basenent printing shop reveal ed the possibility of <
phot ogr aphi ¢ desi gn using conputer technol ogy to Cobar Brett Smyth and James
student, dare Russell. Giffiths discovered that

life on a tourist boat was no

Del egates to Adventure in dtizenship were given a
: personal gui ded tour of Governnent House by the

Wrking high in a city skyscraper Governor General Sir WIIiam Deane.

gave Lori Taylor of Nyngan a

taste of architecture.
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