CHAPTER THREE

SERVI NG SENI ORS

ARY' S interest in the needs of the aged seens to have begun

ather later than concerns wth other nenbers of the communi -
ty, possibly because Australia had introduced non-contributory age
pensions in the first decade of the 20th CGentury and the need for
further financial support was not apparent. Mreover, as seen in the
last chapter, the early preoccupation clearly was wth the needs of
yout h.

The next naj or community problem as seen by the Rotarians of
the tine, was the disruption caused by the great depression of the
1930s, fromwhich Australia did not fully recover until war brought
prosperity to acconpany its tragedy.

Throughout the period of the depression and the war, little
thought seens to have been given to the needs of the aged; if,
indeed, it occurred to anyone that the aged mght have any needs
beyond those that were net by the financia support provided by
governnent and the personal support provided by famlies. And
here was another reason for any needs of aged peopl e remaining
invisible: the economic and social benefits of the extended famly,
with one or possibly two live-in grandparents or even, perhaps,
anot her unattached fenal e relation such as a spinster or w dowed
aunt, whose admttedly slender pension still supplenented the fam
ily incone and whose contribution to househol d chores was inval u-
ae

It is not surprising, then, that reports of any significant projects
for the aged in the years before Vérid Vér 11 do not appear in any
of the available records or journa s of the period.

It is not suggested that the elderly were conpletely forgotten.
There were outings and entertai nnents for the residents of hones
and hostels; and the Fotary Qub of Mlbourne, in 1941-42 when
the nmajor concerns were with war work, arranged visits and
entertai nnent for the Salvation Acny Qd Men’s Hone and the Chel -
tenham Aged and | nfirmHospital .

The earliest najor projects of Rotary clubs to assist aged peopl e
were concerned wth the provision of neal s-on-wheels. By the early
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1950s, several clubs in the Sydney netropolitan area had initiated
neal s-on-vheel s services for el derly people living a one, or had sup-
ported other community organisations in providing such
Servi ces.

By this tine, post-war full enploynent, the acceptance of the
“nucl ear” famly as the nornal and nost desirable famly unit, the
recruitnent of spinster sisters or aunts into the workforce, rapid
inflation that reduced the val ue of the ol d-age pension (later to be
re-naned the Age Pension) which al ways | agged behi nd the periodi -
cal cost-of-living adjustnents, the higher cost of housing and
steadily increasing longevity, had wought changes in society for
which few were prepared and to which ol der people found it
difficult to adjust. My elderly people were now living alone on
i nadequat e incones. lhable to economise on rent, power, heating
and statutory charges, they often managed to do so on food,
leading to serious nal nutrition. Qhers, who were financially better
of f, were often under-nourished because they just couldn't be
bot hered to cook adequate neal s for thensel ves. Mal s-on-wheel s
was a neans of providing one proper neal a day; at a nodest price
for those who could afford it and free of charge for those who coul d
not .

The need for neal s-on-wheel s services in the various communi -
ties was identifiedinavariety of ways. Inthe Gty of Sydney, Rotary
hel p was sought by the Aty Qouncil; in sone areas the “caretaker”
groups brought the need to Rotary attention.

The ways in which Rotary assisted al so varied. In sone areas the
service vas a Rotary initiative, in others the clubs provided either
the organisation, theinitia funds or the workforce.

Havi ng discovered that there were now specific needs of aged
peopl e, Rotary clubs began to investigate further, resulting in a
| arge nunber of projects.

In 1950 the Rotary Qub of Melbourne initiated a project to study
the needs of the aged and in 1951 arranged for British authority on
the aged Dr. Bertram Hiutchinson to come to Victoria, nake a
survey and publish a report. In the followng year the club under -
wote the cost of printing the report, undertaken by the
Lhi versity of Mdl bourne. The report resulted in the fornation of the
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Qd People's Vel fare Qouncil of Mctoria

In 1955 the Rotary A ub of Sydney appointed a conmttee to sur-
vey the needs of the aged, with the help and advice of the
Sydney Uhiversity Departnent of Social Studies. The committee
reported that “steps should be taken to |essen the |oneliness of
the aged and infirmin the conmunity”. A club forumwas held at
vhi ch the needs of the aged were discussed. It was clained that, in
Mictoria, 30,000 old people had been found to be oppressed by
loneliness while in New South Wl es 30% of suicides were ol d
peopl e.

1956 Sydney Rotarian Andrew Ungar visited Ml bourne and
attended a three-day conference of the Ad People’'s Wlfare
Quncil, as a result of which, arned wth the results of the survey
and information provided by Ml bourne club, Sydney club decided
that an Qd People’s Wl fare Guncil in New South Vél es shoul d be
forned as a natter of urgency.

It was fortunate indeed that Giff Mckay, fornerly of the Rotary
A ub of Ml bourne where he had been the principal promoter of the
ol d peopl €' s wel fare project, had noved to Sydney and had becone
a Sydney club nenber. H's experience and ent husi asmwere inval u-
able at that tine.

Wth the co-operation of the Sydney Aty Council, the New
South Wil es Gouncil of Social Service and the Sate Governnent,
the Od People’s Wl fare Gounci| was established by the Rotary Q ub
of Sydney wth an initial grant of £10,000 to cover the first two
years of expenditure. By 1958 Qd People’s Vel fare Associations
had been established in nany centres, nostly wth Rotary support.

Al Sates in Australia soon had their Qd People’'s Vélfare
Councils and in 1965 a National Council on the Ageing was
established wth Federal Governnent funding to co-ordinate the
work of the OQd People’s Wilfare Qouncils and provide funds. In
1972 the Sate bodies were re-naned “Gouncils on the Ageing” as
Sate branches of the National Gouncil.

Qperating now without fornal Rotary invol venent, the Gouncil
on the Ageing is the naj or specialist organisation identifying needs
of the aged for both voluntary and statutory agencies and nai n-
taining liaison wth governnents.
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Miny individual club projects, both large and snall, for the aged
have been recorded since the 1950s.

In 1957 the Rotary O ub of Sydney began its Christnas
Luncheons for senior citizens which were part of the club cal endar
for 16 years. Pensioners were brought to the lunch in buses, each
was personal |y |ooked after by a Rotarian during the |unch and
entertai nnent and each went hone with a snall gift. Wen the
| unches were discontinued, the old folk were not forgotten. Qub
nenier s personal |y delivered hanpers to pensioners before Chri st -
nas.

In Ashfield, New South Wales, in 1957 the Rotary club
established a senior citizens’ conmunity centre to be adninistered
by the Minicipal Quncil; while in Hwmthorn, Mctoria, the Qrer Sxty
Qub was established by local Rotarians and handed over to the
Mayor, who fornmed a pernanent committee to continue the opera-
tion

The Fotary Qub of Vdrragul, Mctoria, began its service in 1938
and its annual reports testify to the value of its efforts; but it vas
1958 before any nention of service to the aged appears —a trip
for elderly citizens to Burnham Beeches, with no el aboration; while
Bel grave, also in Mctoria, chartered in 1954, after a conmendabl e
nunber of inportant community projects, recorded its first
nodest activity for senior citizens, a picnic, after only ten years of
Servi ce.

Many cl ubs di scovered the need for nursing hone care, sponsor -
ingaunt ina hostel-care facility or abed in a geriatric hospita or
hone, purchase of snall buses for the transport of aged people
fromtheir institutions to shops or on outings and endow ng
research into aspects of geriatric nedicine.

The Fotary Qub of Marrickville, New South Vel es, received the
Paul Harris Anard fromR 1. in 1965-66 for establishing an occupa-
tional therapy centre for elderly people which net a genuine
community need. An occupational therapist was engaged by the
local Quncil to teach handicrafts and other group activities.

There was an unusual background to the “Golden Years d ub”
built in Genorchy, Tasmania. The wves of Rotarians had forned an
auxiliary which they naned “Mni-Weel” (as distinct from Inner
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Wieel ) the nenbers of which, in 1966, did their own survey of the
needs of aged peopl e and reached their own conclusions: that com
pani onshi p, encouragenent to renai n anbul ant and a daily hot neal
were of the greatest inportance. The Rotary club, responding to
the needs identified, Iaunched an appeal to build a club incorporat -
ing kitchen, dining room craft roons, ganes roons and an auditori -
um The total project, at that tine, cost £20,000 ($40,000),
i ncl udi ng a 25% gover nnent subsi dy.

The Fotary Qubs of Ararat, Canperdown and CGobden in Mictoria
vere responsible for housing prograns for elderly people in their
respective towns. These projects varied from Ararat’s retirenent
village wth cottages and hostel acconmodation, to lowrental flats
provided for el derly wonen in Canperdown. Al these facilities were
devel oped as a result of Rotary club surveys which identified needs
intheir conmunities.

An extensive Rotary project in Sale, Mctoria, which took 12 years
to conplete, began in 1969. It consisted of 52 self-contai ned hous-
ing units and a further 60 hostel units in aretirenent village, wth
dining room |ounges, sunroom craft and recreation roons all set in
gar den surroundi ngs.

A Rotary Aged Care Appeal, conpleted in 1970 by the Rotary
A ub of Adel aide, yielded $80,000 which, with a two-to-one
gover nment subsi dy, provided $240,000 for a building to
acconmodat e frail aged people in hostel units at the Hel pi ng Hands
Hones for the Aged in North Adel ai de.

A'so in 1970 the Rotary Qub of Launceston published a bookl et
containing infornation for the elderly —available services, heath
care, housing, eligibility for pensions and anything el se that night
concern peopl e in or approaching the “senior” age group. The club
al so enbarked on an anbi ti ous canpaign to provide a geriatric hos-
pital on land nade available by the Port of Launceston
Authority near George Town sone 50 kil onetres from Launceston.
Probably nany Rotarians living in the Launceston area to-day are
unavare that, 25 years ago, the well-known Ainslie Huse was a
Rotary project.

Another Tasnanian club that identified needs of the elderly is
Sandy Bay, which forned the Sandy Bay Senior dtizens’ Qub in
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1972 and followed up its interest a decade later by providing a
$300, 000 buil ding, with a Gvernnent subsidy, on |and provided by
the Qunci | .

Probably the nost anbitious single club project was the
provision, in 1974, of a day care centre at an established hone for
the aged by the Ml bourne club, wth the subsequent participation
inthe project of the Ml bourne South, Port Ml bourne, . Kilda and
Prahran clubs. These clubs provided $171,000 from their own
resources without any appeal to the public. As well, Rotarians
provi ded goods and services valued conservatively at $25,000 for
the construction. As a result of their involvenent in this proect,
the need for renovation of sone of the ol der buildings at the hone
becane apparent; so further funds were provided which, wth
government subsidies, nade it possible for restoration and
renovations to the value of nore than $1 million. The final step in
this endeavour was establishnent of a nodern out-patients and
rehabilitation centre (under the control of the geriatric division of
the Galfield Hospital).

A sinple but effective device perfected by the Rotary Qub of
Padstow, New South V@l es, in 1967 alerted neighbours to an
energency in the hone of a frail elderly person. Known as the
“Save-a-Life Buzzer Kit” it was nade up of a battery, a flashing
light, an electric bell “clacker” and a swtch. The person in distress
touched the switch and the red light flashed in the w ndow and the
clacker rattled agai nst the w ndow pane which acted as an anplifi -
er. The distinctive noise could be heard froma considerable dis-
tance. So successful was the alarmin its own community that the
cl ub nass- produced the device and sold it to other Rotary clubs and
community groups for the nodest sum of $6.40. Ten years |ater
the club reported that it had supplied 1,385 buzzer kits to Rotary
cl ubs.

Wile still inits infancy in the early 1970s, the Rotary Qub of
New Farm Queensl and, gai ned the co-operation of the Rotary d ubs
of Fortitude Valley and Newstead, the Lions dub and Jaycees of
Fortitude Valley and the Apex Qub of Brisbane in ajoint venture to
re-build the Mtropolitan Senior Qtizens’ Gentre and equip it wth
facilities for nedical attention, chiropody (now called podiatry),
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hai rdressing, refreshnents and a range of activities. For a snall
club of about 25 nenbers, this was hailed as an outstanding per-
f or mance.

The Reservoir Rotary Village, conpleted in 1979, provided
acconmodation for the elderly in 23 self-contained units and 37
hostel units. Initiated by John Power, the project involved nost
nenbers of the Rotary club. Rotarians with special skills were
recruited also from Bel grave, Canberwel |, Heidel berg and Geens-
bor ough cl ubs.

Thus Rotary clubs continue to identify the needs of the aged and
attenpt to neet them but these various projects notw thstanding,
Rotarians could hardly claimto have shown renarkabl e i nagi nation
intheir services to the elderly. Nor could they fairly clamto have
given the needs of the aged high priority in their selection of com
nunity services. n the other hand, nany el derly peopl e are doubt -
|l ess better off because of Rotary.

PROBUS

Wiat nay appear at first glance to be sonething of a paradox is
that the el derly peopl e who seemto have gai ned nost benefit from
Rotary sponsorship are those who seemleast likely to have needed
it: retired business and prof essional nen and wonen.

In 1965 Fred Carnhill, a nenber of the Rotary Qub of Vélwyn
Garden dty, UK, proposed that sonething be done for the grow ng
nunber of retired business and professional nmen —fornmer com
muters to London —who seened to be finding retirenent far from
satisfying. The result was the Ganpus A ub (naned for the part of
the city in which it was forned) sponsored by the Rotary club to
provide opportunities for retired nen to enjoy the
conpani onshi p of their peers and intellectual stinulationin an envi-
ronnent simlar to that of a Rotary club but without the
obligations of service and regular attendance. In the followng year
Hrold Banchard of the Fotary AQub of Gaterhamhad a sinmlar idea
and gained the support of his club to formthe first Probus club
(fromthe “Pro” in professional and “bus” in busi ness whi ch nade up
the Latin “Probus” —probity or virtue).

A about this tine the Guncil of RI.BI. (Rotary International in
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Britain and Ireland) was considering the needs of retired executives
followng recent surveys suggesting that “the sense of isolation
experienced by many people who fornerly held positions of
responsi bility and challenge often leads to enotional stress that
can actual ly lead to physical illness. Ohe researcher asserts that one
quarter of all British nanagers are dead within six nonths of retire-
nent”. Therefore, when the success of the Canpus and Probus
clubs was brought to the attention of the Quncil, other Rotary
clubs were encouraged to neet sone of the needs of retired nen
by sponsoring simlar clubs.

S0 began the steady devel opnent of Probus clubs in the UK

In 1973 Gordon Roatz of the Rotary dub of Paraparaumu, New
Zealand, visiting relations in Helensburgh, Scotland, was tol d about
the Rotary-sponsored Probus club and how it had hel ped retired
peopl e. He brought the idea back to his own Rotary club which,
awnare of the problens faced by sone retired people inits own area,
sponsored the fornmation of the Probus dub of Kapiti oast, the
first Probus club in the Antipodes, on Novenber 5, 1974.

The first introduction of the Probus idea to Australia, according
to Bill Jacobs of Hunters HIIl, was when JimKing of the
Rotary Qub of Dunbarton, Scotland, visited the Fotary Qub of Par-
ramatta North (now Parranatta dty), New South Wil es, and told
the nenbers about the success of Probus in Geat Britain and Ire-
| and. Enough interest was expressed for Jimto ask his club to send
information; and in early 1975 Secretary Keith Henning of Parra-
natta North received a letter fromDunbarton Rotarian John MQIl -
loch enclosing a constitution and program of the Probus Qub of
Hel ensbur gh, whi ch had been sponsored by the Rotary A ub of Dum
bar t on.

Probus was discussed at the next Dstrict Assenbly and several
Rotary clubs indicated interest in Probus. Further infornation was
obtai ned from Dunbarton and in Novenber, 1975, largely due to
the efforts of Peter Gernmann, the Rotary Qub of Hiunters HII
convened the first interest neeting wth a viewto forning a Probus
dub

n February 3, 1976, the Probus Qub of Hinters HII was forned,
the first Probus clubin Austraia
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Despite the fact that both had been forned with the sane
Scottish club as the nodel, neither the Kapiti (oast nor Hinters HII
club, at that tine, was avare of the existence of the other; but wth
areport in Rotary Down Under and sharing of infornation wth dis-
trict governors, nore Rotary clubs began to sponsor Probus cl ubs.

By February, 1981, there were 44 clubs in the region; and five
Rotarians in the Sydney netropolitan area, all of whom had been
involved in the formation of Probus clubs, net to share
experiences. They were Dstrict 968 Past Gvernor Bob Burnett and
Dstrict Probus Conmttee nenber Gec Short, both of the Rotary
Cub of Turramurra, District 968 Probus Committee
Chairnan B Il Jacobs (Hunters HII), Dstrict 969 Past Governor Jim
Stanford (Padstow) and District 975 Probus Committee
Chai rman @i ff Johnstone (Sydney).

The object of the neeting was to consider the preparation of
sone basic information for Rotary clubs contenplating the
sponsorshi p of Probus. They concl uded, after sone di scussion, that
the growth of Probus could be “haphazard and spasnodic or
pl anned and systematic” with a strong recommendati on i n favour of
the latter.

The outcone was the Probus Infornation Conmittee, wth Bob
Burnett as chairman, Cec Short as secretary and Bill Jacobs
as treasurer. A Probus Information GCentre was set up by this
conmttee wth the authority of the governors of Dstricts 968,
969 and 975, covering metropolitan Sydney and near country
areas. At this stage of its devel opnent, the infornation centre was
no nore extensive than any other district or multi-district activity.
T h e
commttee nenbers gathered information from which, with their
own experience, they prepared literature for the gui dance of RFotary
cl ubs.

In 1982 Probus clubs for wonen were forned in &. Heliers, New
Zeal and, and Bateau Bay, New South V@l es; and so began the
proliferation of “Ladies’ Robus clubs”, as they are aways called,
throughout Rotary’s ANZO Regi on.

In the sane year the Probus Information Gentre conmittee cast
its net wder, seeking the authority of the 27 governors in Australia
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and New Zeal and to provide the service for the whole region; and
the governors, unabl e to perceive any good reason for rejecting the
offer of afree servicetotheir districts, glady conplied and agreed
to appoint district Probus coomttees to guide Rotary clubs in this
program Funding for the operation was obtained fromthe
corporate sector by way of donations. A quarterly newsletter was
distributed to al clubs.

The Probus Information Cormittee added to its nunber at wll
(there being no-one to say them nay), recruiting several nore
Rotarians and al so nenbers of Probus clubs; and in 1983, when the
nuniber of clubs had exceeded 150, a snall office in Rotary House
(the premses of Rotary Down Under, the Rotary Supplies Dvision
and in which was al so | ocated the regional office of the Rotary Inter -
national Secretariat) was secured at a nominal rental and a part-
tine executive secretary was engaged. The newsletter to club offi -
cers was supplanted by a snall (eight pages) quarterly nagazi ne
available to al| nenbers.

In 1983, the Probus Information Centre nane was changed to
The Probus CGentre —South Pacific, the “Probus” nanme and enbl em
were regi stered under the Trade Marks Act and the Centre began to
issue accreditation certificates to Pobus clubs. Qwership of the
Trade Marks was vested in RDU Pty. Limted, the
hol di ng conpany of Rotary Down Under and, at that tine, the only
legal entity established by all RI. officersintheregon and able to
hol d property in the nane of Rotary. The Rotary Supplies D vision
i ncl uded Probus nerchandi se (lapel badges, presidents’ collars,
gavel s and gongs and a variety of itens bearing the Probus
enblen) inits stock and agreed to use the term*“Probus Supplies”
when suppl yi ng Probus cl ubs.

The comnmittee issued to all Rotary District Probus committee
chairnen a recomnmended Probus Cub Constitution containing cer-
tain nandatory clauses, wthout which the Probus club coul d not be
accredited and was not entitled to use the Probus name and
enbl em

The Probus Gentre —South Pacific issued a statenent of its
responsi bilities:—"“To *pronote the devel opnent of Probus in the
region by dissemnating information to the public and to district

58

SERVI NG SENI RS

committees and Probus clubs; *Act as the custodian of the Probus
nane and enbl em and protect them frominproper use; *Approve
accreditation as Probus clubs of those clubs that have been
properly forned and sponsored i n accordance with the constitution
and have agreed to the conditions under which they nay be accred-
ited; *Mintain a register of accredited Probus clubs within the
AWZO region of Rotary International and prepare and issue annual |y
a DOrectory of Probus A ubs; *Rublish a Probus nagazi ne or newsl et -
ter.”

By June 1985, there were 435 Probus clubs wth sone 20, 000
nenbers. In 1988 the Probus Centre — South Pacific was
i ncorporated under the Associations Incorporations Act of New
South Vel es.

Wth incorporation, the Rotarian nenbers of the Probus Centre
Gommittee insisted on a systenatic nethod of electing nenbers
to ensure that it would renain firnhy under Rotary supervision and
al so that the nenbership would not renain static. Thus the
cormittee of Rotary Down ULhder Inc. (acting as Board of Directors
of ROU Pty. Limted), appointed by the Dstrict Gvernors to
conduct the affairs of the Rotary regional nagazine of the sane
nane and other specified Fotary activities in the region, elects
three recommended nenbers annually for a three-year termto
serve on the Probus CGentre — South Pacific Inc. managenent com
mttee. A least one nenber nust be a past officer of Fotary Inter-
national and usually at |east six of the nine-nenber coomttee are
Rotarians (and usually also Probus nenbers) and at |east three
nenbers are wonen. These nine people, plus the nenbers of the
Rotary Down Under Managenment Commttee (the board nenbers
of ROUPty. Limted), constitute the nenbership of the Probus Cen-
tre — South Pacific Inc.

Wth active pronotion, alnost every Rotary club began to
consider the formation of a Probus club. Sone saw the need for
mxed gender clubs and, despite initia discouragenent fromthe
Probus GCentre Comrmittee, began to form such clubs; thus nany
Rotary clubs formed all nale, all fenale and mxed or “conbi ned”
cdusinther territories.

It cane as sonething of a surprise to nenbers of the Probus
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Centre CGonmittee to learn that the first conbined club had been
forned as early as 1980 by the Rotary Qub of Bondi Junction, New
South Vel es, and that several nore had followed wthin the next
two years. Thus wonen were being admtted to Probus
nenership before the first Ladies’ Probus club was forned;, and
even as the comittee was gravely concluding, on no evidence
beyond the prejudices of its nenbers, that mxed gender clubs
vwoul d not be desirabl e.

By early 1990 there were nore than 1,000 Probus clubs with
sone 68,000 nenbers in Australia, New Zeal and, Papua- New
Qlinea and the island nations of the South Pacific. BEven Norfol k
Island, wth a total population of fewer than 1,600 souls, has an
active Probus club. The snall quarterly nagazine had begun to
accept advertising in 1985 and was by now appearing in col our with
32 pages.

Probus continued to flourish with nore clubs being forned. The
snal | secretariat at the Rotary office wvas nowstaffed by a full-tine
executive secretary wth casual clerical staff enployed as required.
It is financed largely by voluntary donations (based on a per-capita
50 cents) fromProbus clubs, but, of course, the charges nade by
Rotary Down Under for rent and services are nonminal, so that
Rotary’s contribution renai ns consi derabl e.

The various Probus |eaflets, panphlets and nanuals for Rotary
clubs and Probus clubs were constantly reviewed and revised.
Probus News, which publishes club news and itens of interest and
concern to its readers, had achieved a regul ar 48 pages wth sone
20 pages of advertising by 1995.

Goups of clubs forned thensel ves into “Probus Associations”
for the devel opnent of inter-club activities and sonme regional
fellowship gatherings were organi sed by associations or groups of
clubs. After a successful “Septenberfest” in Perth in 1987 and
“Qperation Handcl asp” in association wth Expo in Brisbane in 1988,
cane “Rendezvous 91" in the Barossa Valley, South
Australia, “Rendezvous 93" at Port Macquarie, New South Vel es,
“Rendezvous ' 95" in Christchurch, New Zeal and and “Rendezvous
'96" at Echuca, Mctoria

Rotary districts in South Africa, US A and Canada sought
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infornmati on about the Probus Centre —South Pacific and its
operations and have established their own infornmation centres. The
Canadi ans were given personal help by B Il Thornton, past governor
of Dstrict 9450 in Wstern Australia

The differences between Probus in the Antipodes and the
operation of Probus inits birthplace (the UK) and the rest of the
world are very obvious. In other Rotary regions Probus is recom
nended to Rotary clubs as a neans of providing an opportunity for
fellowship among retired people. There appears to have been no
attenpt to control, direct or pronote its growh and devel opnent .
In the Antipodes, for good or ill, it has been highly organised wth
instruction nanual s, admnistrative nachinery and controls and the
legal authority to wthhold or even wthdraw accreditation if accept -
abl e standards are not naintained. In their devel opnent of Probus,
Australian Rotarians have denonstrated again, as they have done
wth so nany other activities, a renarkable talent for the creation
of bureaucratic organisation to ensure the co-ordination of effort
and the efficient use of resources.

Inthe UK the Rotary Qub of Bronford, Vrcestershire, agreed,
as long ago as 1979, to establish and operate a Probus |nfornation
Gentre to serve Probus clubs and intending sponsor Rotary clubs in
Britain and Ireland, and has continued to provide this service; but no
attenpt has been nade to do anything nore than provide inforna-
tion and advi ce.

Probus statistics for the Rotary world are not conpletely reliable
(for clubs are requested but not required to provide details to their
informati on centres); but available information suggests that
Australia and New Zealand, wth only a little nore than 5%of the
world s Rotary clubs, have al nost 50%of the world s Probus cl ubs.
Inthe total regionin April, 1996, there were 1,766 cl ubs and sone
151,000 nenbers. O these Australia and Papua New Quinea had
1,463 clubs and 112, 862 nenbers.

Rotary’s services to the frail aged and the di sadvantaged el derly
possibly wll be expanded wth an agei ng popul ation; but this is not
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Left —President Fon Witts of the Rotary
Qub of Hizabeth hands ACRE Secretary
Bll Hile the Hizabeth Qub' s second
cheque for $A1, 000. Bel ow —FErecting
the island quarantine sign on Vérdang
necessarily certain. Wth the ageing population is a grow ng I'sland vas part of the preparation for a

communi ty awareness of the needs of ol der people; and nany ot her rabbit eradication program

commnity organi sations, both statutory and voluntary, are
beginning to provide services for this age group; in which case
Rotary is probably nore likely to withdraw fromthe field and
identify other needs in the conmunity.

Hstoric 1987 gathering in Adel aide. Fromleft,
Bob Hecker (the then president of the Rotary dub
of Adel aide); Rotarian Sr Hiubert Cppernan;
Marjorie (Jackson) Nelson, the “Lithgow H ash”,
who raised nore than $2 nillion for |eukenia
research in nenory of her |ate husband, Fotarian
Peter Nel son; Fotarian Sr Donal d Bradnan (still
an honourary nenber of the Adel ai de cl ub; and
then Dstrict 950 Governor, G aene H ggi nson,

al so a nenber of the Adel ai de cl ub.

Above —FRotary International President
1993-94 Bob Barth gave Paint Your
Heart Qut Australia strong support dur-

ingavisit to Australia His

onsi dering which Probus club or association shoul d have the honour of nounting the pictured left “on the job” at the hone
next regional gathering, Probus Rendezvous, are the chairman of former Rendezvous of Mnerva Dunn at Col I'i ngwood,
cormittees: John Nornan, Christchurch; lan Doyle, Probus Centre chairnan; Kevin Mel bourne, Mictoria —wth then Ostrict
Brown, Echuca; Harry Drury, Tea Tree Qully (Barossa); David Merrick, Port 9800 Governor Rob Dunn.

Macquarie. Standing is Fotarian Val Syle, Probus Gentre Executive Secretary. Their

unani nous choi ce for 1997 was Perth. Left —President Paulo osta lends a

hand with a school shade house.
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The conbi ned Rotary clubs of Dstricts 9680,
9690, and 9750 (based on Sydney, N S.W) have
contributed significantly to the profile of Fotary
inrecent years with active duty as narshal s
for “special event” street parades throughout
the streets of Sydney. CGowds have al ways
warnty acknow edged Rotary’s invol venent.

Robert Harrison, at right, found a
nmat ched bone marrow donor right at
hone in younger brother Jereny.
They are pictured in January, 1990
on Robert’s discharge from Hospital

Wunded sol diers fromMetnamarrive to a CGentral Mast’s Wil ter Leijten (left)

war m vel cone at Surfers Paradise for a presents cheque for Bowel scan research to

conval escent hol i day. Dr. Don Fronmer.
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CHAPTER FOUR

MVEETI NG COMMUNI TY NEEDS

WI—EN the nenbers of the two-year-old Rotary dub of Chi cago
provi ded a public convenience in the Aty Hil in 1907, though
alnost certainly unaware of it at the tine, they changed the
original concept of their little Rotary club froma fellowship and
mut ual benefit society to a service club and established a tradition
of comunity service that was to be followed by thousands of
service clubs into the next century. Aso, it is anost certain that
they ensured the future of Rotary; for it seens highly inprobable
that, inits origina form the novenent could have survived to
becone an international association, attracting business and
professional |eaders toits ranks.

Australian Rotary clubs, in conmon with nost others, began their
service work in the coomunity. As seen in previous chapters, the
earliest needs they identified and attenpted to neet were those of
children, and it is fair to say that young people, either physically or
nmental |y handi capped, or otherw se di sadvantaged, were the nain
concern of Rotarians for nost of the first decade.

Sone early attention was given to the problens of war w dows
and their children but Legacy, a war veterans’ service club nove-
nent, sonewhat simlar in structure to Rotary and forned only two
years |later, assuned responsibility for the wdows and children of
“fallen conmades”. (See Chapter Thirteen.)

After 1929, the great depression of the 1930s brought nore
than enough community needs to the attention of Rotarians. Whfor-
tunately the depression was no respecter of persons and Rotary
suffered its share of |osses, sone clubs finding it difficut to remain
viable; but, though sone overseas cl ubs becane casualties, all Aus-
tralian clubs renained intact, even if for sone it was touch and go.

Attenpts to provide sone relief for the unenpl oyed are recorded
by the Rotary Qubs of both Sydney and Mel bourne; and in a few
rural areas the plight of the growng arny of jobless was receiving
attention; but the sheer size of the problem and the speed wth
which it had occurred proved overwhel mng to nost clubs,
especial ly those that were finding it difficult to retain nenfers.
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In what was then (1930) the small town of Gairns in North
Queensl and, the first Rotary project was to raise £128 for the
Benevol ent Soci ety by arrangi ng pi cture shows.

In the southern NS W town of Végga Wgga, the Rotary club,
within a year of its formation in 1929, carried out a mnor
re-settlenent program for selected famlies living in the “tent
town” that had nushroomed nearby —a not uncommon phenone-
non on the fringes of country towis during the depression years.
The Rotarians built cottages for themin the area known as Qunhey
Qnhey and the fanmlies al did so well as a result of their inproved
accommodation that the club built additional cottages in North
Wagga.

In other country towns, Rotary provided essential equipnent for
local hospitals, perennially short of funds and particularly so
during the depression years. The Rotary dub of Tanworth, New
South Véles, for exanple, forned in 1932, inmmediately |aunched
an appeal for the base hospital, equi pped the operating theatre and
furni shed the children's vard.

In 1938 the Rotary club provided showers for the Inverell Hgh
School gymasi um The cost was £5-19-6.

Available information about pre-war Rotary service is scanty,
since the surviving records of the few clubs then existing show
nore about nenbers, neetings and conferences than about their
significant projects. However, every Rotary club was seeking out
and neeting what were seen as community needs, such as provid-
ing snal | (and sonetines quite |arge) parks or bus-stop shelters or
drinking fountains or trees and gardens in public places. It nust be
renenbered that, at the outbreak of Wrld Vér Il there were only
65 Rotary clubs in the whole of Australia

During the war years, 1940-45, the enphasis was on support for
the arned forces and provision of conforts for the troops and, as
the var progressed, food parcels for Britain. Despite the war, exten-
sion did continue, largely in response to an appeal fromthe Rotary
International directors of the tine who pointed out that, even in
war-torn Britain, clubs were still being forned and were perforning
val uabl e work for the war effort and in planning for peace, so that
by 1945 there were 99 clubs in Australia
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It was not until the early post-war years, when Rotary in
Australia began to expand rapidly, that the vast array of club
projects in community service began to appear. Each new club char -
tered was eager to denonstrate its commitnent to service and
nost began with a community service project; and each succeedi ng
club president in every club seened determined to emulate his
predecessor in the value and extent of his club’s comunity
project during “his” year. By nowthe expectation that every club in
the world would initiate and, if possible, conplete at |ast one
communi ty project each year was universally accepted. Thus a
decade after the war’s end, during the 1955-56 year, wth sone
300 clubs in Australia, it is reasonable to conclude that 300
“ngj or” community projects had been initiated and nost of them
conpleted. And during the 199596 year it is certain that every
one of the 1,178 Rotary clubs has been involved in a community
service project of sone kind, in addition to an activity under the
headi ng of vocational service and at |east one nore described as an
international service project.

No attenpt is nade in this work to list the projects of even one
club during its history or of a selection of clubs for any one year.
Sone projects, selected at random fromthe vast store of club
reports now being gathered in the archives and sone reported in
The A nion[{1924-1940) and Rotary Down Under []1965-1996) are
described briefly at the end of this chapter; but sone of those that
have had w de infl uence or significance beyond the individua club's
normal area of operation and others that have been
organised at a national or regiona level are worthy of attention.

Described in earlier chapters were sone of the actions taken by
the pioneer clubs (Ml bourne and Sydney), in setting up organi sa-
tions and institutions for youth and the elderly. These and others
vere equal ly diligent in their search for other areas of need in the
community and equal ly resourceful in the devel opnent of strate-
gies to neet them

DI SASTERS
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In January, 1974 disastrous floods inundated nuch of the
Brisbane netropolitan area and nany rura districts in South East
Queensl and. As they had done before and have done since when
disaster strikes, the Rotary clubs responded swftly and effectively
to aid the victins.

In the snall hours of Cristnas norning of the sane year, an ill
wnd that blew nobody any good —a wld, shrieking, nalevolent
harridan naned Tracey —ripped through the Gty of Darwn
leaving death and total devastation in her wcked wake with 65
dead and 43, 000 horel ess.

Again the Rotary clubs —and, indeed every other organisation in
Australia and nmany overseas —responded generously to appeal s
for help. In addition to the provision of inmediate disaster relief,
the Rotary clubs of the then Dstrict 255 covering North Queens-
land and the Northern Territory, under the leadership of Dstrict
Qvernor Nevell MPhee, established a fund, which reached a total
of nore than $436,000 for the eventual re-building of community
facilities and the re-settlenent of famlies.

Two naj or disasters in the one year resulted in the appoint nent
by the Australian Rotary Institute of an ad-hoc coomttee to draw
up guidelines for co-ordinated Rotary action in the event of future
di sasters. OThe nmenbers were Nevel |l MPhee as chairman and
convener, Ron Qough, Gen Kinross, Ray Sadler and Mix Tite; and
the extent of their researches and the volune of the naterial they
studied were hardly reflected in the conci se docunent they
produced which, in five pages of well-spaced type, was a naster -
pi ece of detailed organisation planni ng.

The report and guidelines were adopted and renain the
blueprint for Fotary inmediate action in the face of flood, fire,
cycl one, earthquake and vol canic eruption. Are they followed still
when di saster occurs? Probably not. People — and Rotarians are no
exception —delight in re-inventing the wheel; but at |east they
shoul d be anare that the guidelines exist.

State and national energency services, volunteer bushfire
bri gades and national organisations such as the Royal Hying
Doctor Service have been supported and strengthened, wth funds
and, nore inportantly, recruits to their voluntary workforce by
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Rotary clubs throughout the years, to the extent that few nake
nore than passing reference to the regular support in their annual
reports. Because nost communities in Australia and Papua- New
Qui nea have faced natural disasters of sone kind, continuing
support of local organisations to cope wth themis largely taken for
grant ed.

| NDI GENES

A the 1952 conference of the 31st Dstrict held in Perth, DOr. H
@rdon Hslop, wo was the RI. president’s personal representative,
in sunmming up referred to a presentation on international
service by Olie (perg of Sydney (later to serve as R1. director and
Vi ce president).

“l challenge Qlie,” he said, “and | challenge you . . . we have an
international problemright on our hands on our own doorstep.”

He then referred to the probl ens of de-tribalised mxed-race Abo-
rigines, declaring that this was a problemthat Australia, up to
date, had been content to sidestep.

“To-day,” he said, “with nen like Paul Hasluk, a Wstern
Australian who is doing his utnost for the Australian Aboriginal

and (wth others) in al Sates, | think we can see a day
dawni ng when that problemw |l be one which we, as Australians,
wll have the courage to tackle . . . Lhtil we do, | wonder whether we
have the right to look . . . for understandi ng outside our
borders. V& need it inside first. And | issue that as the possible
challenge (to) every one of us. Not that | don't ask you to learn

understanding fromabroad . . . ny journeys . . . taught ne to
respect nen of all colours and all creeds; but | still think we have a
problem. . . at hone (and it is) sonething we can do.”

Since then, many Rotary clubs have devised projects and
prograns to hel p indigenous people, nainly concerned with
education, housing, health and youth enpl oynent. Included were a
trade training schene established in 1970 by the Fotary Qub of
Geebung, Qd; a leadership training course devised by the Rotary
Qub of Perth in 1972; and a program of educational assistance
conbined wth famly guidance inaugurated in 1965 by the Rotary
A ub of South Sydney.
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Wien a smal | contingent of nuns was sent by Mther Teresa from
India to Bourke, New South Véles, to work anong di sadvant aged
Aboriginal “fringe-dwvellers” in 1973 they needed a building in
which to conduct classes in cooking, hore-making, hygiene,
sewi ng, nothercraft and typing. The Rotary club gladly provided the
18 x 6 netre, three-room building, using largely donated
naterials and their own |abour, earning the friendship of the
Ssters and their students.

In 1978 Frank Totenhofer of the Rotary dub of Bl axland-
Spri ngwood, New South Wil es (now Lower Bl ue Muntains),
attenpted to tackle a nore fundanental problem the education of
European- Austral i ans, beginning with Rotarians, in Aboriginal
culture. This he introduced to his club wth a well-researched slide
and script programof his own creation.

Inpressed with the programand convinced of the need to share
these concerns with others, the club recommended to the
Australian Rotary Institute that a programof education for Rotari -
ans be devised to ensure that future projects for Aboriginal welfare
woul d be based on an understanding of their own culture, val ues
and aspirations rather than on the goals and val ue-system of
m ddl e-cl ass European-Australians. The Institute adopted the
recommendati on and appoi nted an ad-hoc conmttee of past
governors under the |eadership of Eneritus Professor A GMtchell
of Sydney wth Rod Vol ler of Queensland, Ray Gaetz of Mctoria and
B Il Thornton of Wéstern Australia (all Institute nenbers) and wth
John Croker of South Australia co-opted because of his
speci al i sed know edge of Aboriginal people, to study the problem
and suggest solutions. The thoughtful, well-presented report and
gui del ines adopted at the followng Institute were conmended to
clubs but were couched in terns not readily conprehensible to
busy and practical Rotarians and failed to gain significant
currency.

Refusing to be discouraged, the B axland- Springwood club set
about produci ng an audi o-vi sual program based on Frank
Totenhofer’s original script and slides, to help Rotarians
understand the unique culture of Aborigines, conparing their arts,
religion, beliefs, val ues, land-use and way of life wth those of Biro-
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peans. Too expensive for nass production, the programwas | oaned
by the club to local groups for sone years until the popularity of
vi deo-tapes nade reproduction sinple and i nexpensi ve, whereupon,
in 1990, it was again subnitted to the Institute which endorsed its
use by clubs and suggested its distribution through RDU Rotary
Supplies. Qubs in all districts have nade use of the program nany
sharing it wth other groups in the community. In New South Vél es
it was adopted by the Sate Education Departnent for use in sec-
ondary school s and copies were given by nany clubs to their |ocal
schools. The title of the programis International Unhderstandi ng
Begins at Hone, which seems to reflect t he
concerns expressed by Gordon H slop in 1952.

MENTAL HEALTH

In Mel bourne, arising from considerable public disquiet and
unfavourabl e press reports of the plight of the nentally ill, the
Rotary club not only financed a nental health survey by a team of
nedi cal students under the supervision of the Sate Mental Hygi ene
Authority but raised the funds (nore than £40,000) and built a
day-care centre for the patients of the Kew Mental Hospital. The
outcone of the increased public awareness was a strengthened
Mental Health Association in the State which facilitated the
eventual federation of the various State associations into the
Mental Heal th Associ ation of Australia

HEALTH RESEARCH

In 1981 lan Scott, of the Rotary Qub of Mrnington, Mctoria,
proposed that $2 million be raised by Rotary clubs in Australia for
investnent to finance health research. Not unexpectedly, the
proposal net wth strong opposition. However, the Dstrict 982
Gonference adopted the proposal for submission to the Rotary
Institute which, again in the face of strenuous opposition, adopted
the proposal and appoi nted a steering coomttee, the nenbers of
whi ch were Royce Abbey, Geoff Betts, Les Wiitcroft and lan Scott.

The opposition to such proposals is traditional. Rotary clubs are
expected to identify and neet needs and should not becone
fund-rai sing agencies for grandiose schenes at district, state or
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national level. Infact, as nost Rotarians should be aware, there are
speci fic saf eguards to discourage the proliferation of nulti-club and
nul ti-district projects; including the requirement that all
participating clubs (or districts) nust agree to the proposal and
that participation by any individual club nust be vol untary.

The steering coomttee asked all Australian districts to accept
the concept of a health research fund in principle, which they did,
havi ng been assured that this would be a “one off” effort; and that
the fund, once established, would generate enough interest from
investnents to finance one or nore annual research projects. Wth
the acceptance of all districts, the Australian Rotary Health
Research Fund was duly established as an incorporated body and
approved by the Rotary International Board of Drectors as a multi-
dstrict activity.

A ngor concern at the tine —and the principal “selling point”
—was “S.1.D.S.” or Sudden Infant Death Syndrone, nore
commonly known as “Cot Death”, each incidence of which was
widely reported in the nedia, wth a strong enotional conponent in
each story. So, after consultationwth Dr. A L WIlians whose “ ot
Death” research at Royal Children's Hospital in Ml bourne was w de-
Iy known and highly respected, the first naor research grant was
for an investigation into the possible causes of this frightening phe-
nonenon. But it was decided that, after the initial naor grants, the
Fund woul d support “a wder concept of health research... there
(being) nany aspects of community health that urgently require
research and the Rotary fund was in a position to performa val u-
abl e community service by sponsoring research into otherw se
negl ected areas”. [

By sone nysterious neans, the suggestion of a “one of f” project
vani shed fromlater literature and a donation to the Australian
Rotary Health Research Fund becane an annual commtnent for
alnost all Australian clubs.

By 1987-88 the initial target of $2 nillion had been reached and
research grants of nore than $320,000 had been nade. By April
1996 this total had been increased to nore than $7.1 mllion. The
corpus target now appears limtless with the figure of $20 mllion
bei ng suggested as a realistic objective, which would enable Rotary
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to provide research grants of $2 mllion annual l'y.

There are still conplaints, particularly fromsone ol der Rotarians
vwho argue that this and the other najor activities for which annual
support is denanded severely restrict the ability of nany clubs to
neet the needs of their local conmunities; but annual reports of
the Fund, enphasising the value of the research being financed,
seemto counter these objections quite effectively. In fact the
directors confidently assert that 94.3% of clubs favour regul ar
annual support of the Fund.

Proof of the value of research funded by the ARHRF was
shown in 1991 when The Lancet published the findings of Professor
Terry Dayer, of the Menzies Centre for Popul ation Heal th Research
in Tasnania, into Sudden Infant Death Syndrone. Professor Dayer
highly prai sed the Rotary Heal th Research Fund.

The stated objectives of the ARHRF. are: —

e To provide financial support to research projects which wll
enhance the health of the conmunity;

e To stimlate research activities wthin Australia by facilitating
cormuni cati on between parti ci pants; O

e To ensure continuity of research effort by naking grants for up
to three years where required,

e To encourage research projects which nay have a practical
out cone capabl e of being applied to conmunity groups.

Qverned by a board of directors of 10 past officers of RI1., the
Fund al l ocates grants on the advice of a research conmittee nade
up of eminent Australian nedical and para-nedical professional s,
curently (1996) including a leading psychiatrist and a specialist
adol escent physician from New South Wl es; a professor of
psychiatry and a speciaist paediatrician physician fromMctoria, a
prof essor of paediatrics from Queensland, a nurse-educator and
heal th service adninistrator from South Australia and a specialist
paedi atrician and nedi cal researcher fromVeéstern Australia. Chair -
nan of the comittee is Or. Qarrie Quskie, a past governor of O s-
trict 9750.

I'n naki ng research grants, the enphasis in the first trienni umwas
on infants, in the second on the elderly and the third on
adol escent health. Beginning in 1996, the field of research is
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Family Heal th, because of evidence that there is a need for research
into areas such as fanily dysfunction and child abuse; learning dis-
abilities and behavi our problens; honel ess youth; depression,
despair and yout h sui ci de; drug abuse and
al coholism and into other disorders apparently beginning in
unheal thy families. The |ong-term objective, of course, is to
inprove the quality of fanmily life, well-being and heal th.

The Heal th Fund approaches pronotion and fund-raising in a high-
|y professional way, sponsoring annual Sate semnars for Rotary's
incomng district officers, issuing a newsletter after each board
neeting (five or six a year), arranging for tel evision conmercial s as
“communi ty servi ce announcenents”, providing speakers for Rotary
clubs, publishing a pronotional report in ORotary Down Under Ceach
year, [Histributing audio-visual video tapes, producing pronotional
brochures and offering inducenents such as trophies and special
pl aques and nami ng “Conpani ons” for donations of $5,000 or nore
in any one year.

To celebrate 75 years of Rotary service in Australia, and the
10th year of research grants, the ARHRF in 199 |aunched a
speci al appeal, offering handsone trophies to clubs and individual s
who nake generous donati ons.

Froman idea in one Rotary club, the Australian Rotary Health
Research Fund has becone one of the largest privately-funded
research foundations in Australia O

Snce its inception, the Australian Rotary Health Research Fund
has been generously served by 31 distinguished past officers of
Rotary International who have given their tine and talents to its
growt h, devel opnent and admini stration. Drectors are el ected for a
termof three years and are eligible for re-election for one further
three-year term The first chairnan was Royce Abbey (1984-87)
followed by Geoff Betts (1988-90), Golin Dodds (1991-93), Bruce
Edwards (1994-95) and Bruce MKenzie (from 1996). A very use-
ful nenber of the board is broadcaster, filmnaker, conmunicator
Leon Becker, whose skills have been nade available to the Health
Fund.

The first office was established in Ganberra under the supervision
of Jack Qsson and wth Geoff Sevens as secretary. In 1989 the

74

MEETI NG COMMUNI TY NEEDS

Fund office was re-located in the Rotary Down Uhder building at
Parramatta. Secretary since 1990 has been Joy Gllett,
president-elect of the Rotary Qub of Parramatta Gty, who is also
staff supervisor at Rotary Down Uhder House. Joy, who first joined
the Rotary Down Under staff as a junior clerk-typist at the age of
17, has grown up wth Rotary and brings to the Health Fund a
veal th of Rotary experience.
* % %

An unusual health research project in which Fotary clubs have
been invol ved is the Rotary Peter Nel son Leukaemia Research Fund.

Peter Nelson was a nenber of the Rotary Qub of Uhley, South
Australia, who held several offices and was responsible for forning
the first Rotaract club in the then Dstrict 250; but he was better
known as an Australian Qynpic cyclist. A the 1952 Ganes in
Hel sinki, Peter net and was captivated by sprinter Marjorie
Jackson, “The Lithgow Hash”, who, in that year, won three gold
nedal s. They narried and nade their hone in Adel ai de where their
happi ness was increased by their famly of two daughters and a son.

In 1975, their felicity was shattered by tragedy in the form of
chronic nyeloid | eukaema wth which Peter was found to be
suffering. He died in February, 1977.0

D straught, Mrjorie vowed, in her grief, to devote her life to find-
ing a cure for leukaema so that others would not suffer as Peter
had done. Her vision was to raise a nillion dollars to
establish a research fund.

Her first approach was to Deputy Premer Des Corcoran who
opened the fund with the first dollar and suggested that she enlist
the support of Rotary Dstrict 250 Governor Ross Irvine. H nding
enthusi astic support fromclubs in the district, Ross forned a
district coomttee, wth a strong nucl eus fromUhl ey.

The first fund-raising venture was a nonster raffle with a
four-wheel -drive vehicle and nasses of canping equi pnent as first
prize; and Marjorie solicited Rotary district support in a
renarkabl e address to the district conference in the presence of
Prenmi er Don Dunstan.

The Fund was officially launched in August, 1977 and on
January 31, 1978, less than a year after Peter Nelson's death, PDG
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Ross Irvine was able to present a cheque for $160,000 to the
Anti-Cancer Foundation. The noney was placed in a special fund to
endow the Peter Nel son Research Fellowship. The first Fellow was
Dr. Leoni e Ashnan, whose work has received international recogni -
tion

The creation of the Fellowship was pleasing to Mrjorie; but her
goal was $1 million; and to reach it she denonstrated the sane
determination and coomtnent as had characterised her pursuit of
Qynpic gold. She seened indefatigable in her personal efforts and
was audaci ous in her approaches to peopl e in high places; so that,
with the assistance of wlling volunteers throughout
Australia, she reached her original target in 1986 and was given a
civic reception by Adel ai de’s Lord Mayor.

Seven years later (1993) another civic reception signalled a
second mllion dollars; and in 1996 she is heading for a third. The
additional funds have provided further fellowships to Or. A exander
Dobrovic and Or. Mchael Brisco.

Though very much a personal triunph for Marjorie, her
commttee still has continuing Rotary nenbership. Past nenbers
are Dennis Gerschwitz and Roy Gsborn while current nenbers are
Ross Irvine (since 1977), Kevin Parkinson (since 1986), Robert
Edwar ds (since 1988) and Rod Carter (since 1990).

The Rotary Peter Nel son Leukaenmia Research Fund is a fine exam
ple of Rotary working wth other nenbers of the community. The
Fund remains a totally voluntary organisation with no
overheads or admini stration costs. The Anti-Cancer Gouncil has pro-
vided scientific advisory support and Marjorie neets all her own
expenses personal ly. Thus every dollar raised, fromthe first one
donated by Des Qorcoran, has been devoted to the quest to find a
cure for | eukaema.

* * %

The nost effective treatnent for |eukema so far discovered is
bone-narrow transplant; but this requires a perfectly natched
donor, always difficult and often inpossible to find. An obvious
need was for a nodern unit at a major hospital to streantine the
search for donors and to carry out essential research into bone-
narrow transpl ants.
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In 1992 this need was brought to the attention of Gordon MK-
ern, then governor nomnee of Dstrict 9800, by Lee MKeand of
the Fotary Qub of Prahran, Mctoria. Soon convi nced of the val ue of
a project to provide a research facility and, wth the enthusiastic
support of the clubs of the district, Grdon | aunched a canpai gn to
raise $2 mllionintwo years.

After Gordon’s year as governor, the canpaign was carried on,
wth his continuing involvenent, by his successor, Fob Dunn. Dr
Raynond Martyrs of the Rotary Qub of Kew was chairnman of the
district co-ordinating coomttee and arranged al| fornal approaches
to the corporate sector, charitable trusts and foundations.

The Rotary Bone Marrow Research Centre at the Royal
Ml bourne Hospital is the living, working tribute to the efforts of
Qrdon MKern and the clubs of the district. It houses the offices of
the Bone Marrow Donor Institute which registers donors, the Tissue
Typing Laboratories which classify the donors, and the research
facility and support services.

The Rotary Heart Centre in Perth, Wstern Australia, was a 1977
initiative of the Rotary Qub of PFerth, working in conjunction wth
the National Heart Foundation and with the co-operation of the
Department of Public Health and the University of \Wstern
Australia. Assistance was also given by the AMA and the AW
Soci ety, which provi ded conputer facilities.

The project involved a research programto determine the heart-
health risk in the conmunity and the setting up of a centre in which
citizens coul d be screened for heart-risk factors.

The public responded generously to a public appeal, which was
al so supported by other Rotary clubs in the Sate. The Rotary A ub
of Subiaco, for exanple, raised $3,500 at a theatre night.

Dr. Paul Magnus was awarded the Perth Rotary Post G aduate
Schol arship in Preventive Cardiol ogy to enabl e himto undertake the
necessary research at the Uhiversity.

Wthin one year, nore than 1,000 people at risk of naor heart
probl ens had been | ocat ed.

MEDI C ALERT

The internationally-known Medic Al ert Foundati on was

introduced to Australia by Dstrict 265 (9650) Governor Janes
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Swall in 1966, who appointed a district conmittee and invited
other districts to participate.

Medic Alert was devised in the US A to bring appropriate
energency nedical treatnent to people at risk because of particu-
lar nedical conditions or allergies. Each nenber wears a bracel et or
neckl ace nedal lion of stainless steel (commonly known as a “dog
tag’) on which is engraved the wearer’s specific nedical condition
or allergy, a seria nunber and tel ephone nuniber of the central
Medic Aert office.

Meeting wth less than enthusiastic support in its district of
originin Northern New South Vel es because of perceived adninis-
trative and conmmunication problens in a district |acking the
facilities available ina n@or city, the plan was considered by cl ubs
in several other districts until, in 1969, it was brought to the
attention of the Australian Rotary Institute, which appointed a com
mttee to study the proposal .

Arising fromthe report and recomnmendations of the Institute
commttee, Medic Alert was taken up, pronoted and co-ordinated
as an Australia-wde project by a Dstrict 250 (9500) conmittee
chai red by PDG Phil Kearns.

This conmittee’s detailed planning and efficient execution
resulted in the successful conpletion of the project. The Mdic
Aert Foundation was established in Adelaide in Gctober, 1971, in
co-operation wth the S. John Anbul ance Brigade and wth the
subsequent support of the Australian Qllege of General Practition-
ers. The invol venent of Rotarians in Mdic Alert has continued.

The successful experinent in South Australia was followed by the
adoption of Mdic Alert for Wstern Australia as a Dstrict 245
(9450) project at the district conference in Mrch, 1972. DG Jack
Saeeney appoi nted Joseph (Giff) Giffiths, a past president of the
Rotary Qub of Perth, tolead a district conmttee.

Gining the inmediate support of the Sate Mnister for Health
and the ready co-operation of the &. John Anbul ance Brigade, the
Australian Medical Association and the Pharmacy Quild, the
district conmittee was able to establish the service in Véstern
Australiainrecord tine. Oh My 22, 1972, Medic Aert was official -
ly inaugurated by the Lord Mayor of Rerth.
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Between themthe two Medic Alert centres, nmanned 24 hours a
day, serve the whole of Australia. Mre than 200,000 people with
heal th probl ens now wear the readily-recogni sabl e “dog tags” that
pronptly bring themthe appropriate treatnent.

WOUNDED SERVI CEMEN

Wien Australian troops were sent to Mietnamin 1965, nany
citizens were bitterly opposed to this country's invol venent. This,
of course, is a matter of history —the protests, the street narch-
es, the angry letters in the press both for and agai nst, the “birthday
ballots” wth relief for sone and an agoni sing decision for others;
but nost of those called up for service just did the job they vwere
ordered to doin awar inwhich they did not necessarily believe.

Because the war was different fromall other conflicts in which
Australia had been engaged, and because the whol e country was
divided on the question of our involvenent, the young heroes who
fought in Metnamwere not treated as heroes. For obeying the |aw
as it was and putting their lives at grave risk in their country' s
service, they were ignored by sone and vilified by others.

Fortunately they were not forgotten by all; especially the Rotary
Qub of Surfers Paradise on the Queensland Gl d CGoast, which
offered a free conval escent holiday to all Australian servicenen
wounded or incapacitated in the war. In 1966 the schene was
extended to include New Zeal and servicenen; and the w ves and
children of narried servicenen were invited to share the
hol i day.

The plan was to provide a holiday in first class acconmodati on on
the Qld ast to helpin their conval escence and hasten their com
plete recovery while, at the sane tine, showng that responsible
citizens honoured and respected them for their service and cared
about their welfare.

The holiday was nornal ly for two weeks, but coul d be extended
on a doctor’s recomendation. Al accommodation, neals and
transport fromthe hospital in which they had been treated, in any
of the Capital cities, were provided free of charge. Continuing
nedi cal treatnent was provi ded by arrangenent wth the Repatria-
tion Departnent. Naturally the boys, who had been carried off the
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battlefield, flown hone and treated in hospital, were not at all
averse to the attention they received and were quick to express
their appreciation. A any one tinme there were from 20 to 60
wounded | ads bei ng acconmodat ed.

The Rotarian behind this programwas Giff Mckay, who seens to
have been invol ved in several of Rotary's significant initiatives; first
in Mlbourne in the 1950s, later in Sydney and finally at Surfers,
where he thought he had gone to relax in his retirenent. H was
fully supported by the nenbers of the club and, indeed, the citi-
zens of the Qld (oast, who took the boys to their hearts. The
organising was left in the hands of a snall conmttee wth Giff as
chairman, Ken Bronley as secretary and Roy Kennedy
co-ordinating transport so that those fromeach Gypital city arrived
on the same flight and could be nmet at the airport and
wel coned as a group.

Wiat the Surfers Paradise club found nost touching was the
appreci ation shown by the troops still in Mietnam who nade
regul ar collections and, during 1970, sent unsolicited donations of
nore than $16,000 to help the Rotarians to continue the schene
for their wounded conrades.

Qit of this schene arose another contribution to the noral e of
the fighting forces when the Rotary Qubs of South Brisbane and
Beaudesert, wth the support of other clubs in Dstricts 260 and
263 (9600 and 9630) provided the funds to send a concert party
to Metnam and to buy the nusical instrunents for the tour.

THE ENVI RONMVENTO

Environnental projects and prograns have becone increasingly
popul ar with Rotary clubs since the early 1970s when world
attention began to be focussed on the fragility of the planet by
concerned scientists and others who recogni sed the danage being
caused by hono sapi ens.

Nunerous clubs have reported tree-planting projects, clean-up
days, wldife protection prograns, soil conservation schenes and
air-pollution control neasures as conmunity service activities. Tree
planting has been particularly popular in recent years, wth projects
ranging froma fewtrees planted in a local park to avenues of 500
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native and exotic species.

In South Australia, ACRE, the Australia Canpaign for Rabbit Eadi -
cation, isajoint proect of Dstricts 9500 and 9520 led wth zeal by
Don Sarah. Despite the recent appearance of calici virus, followup
vwork is likely to continue for sone years.

A anational level the Trees for Survival [project has captured the
i magi nation of sone 201 clubs and interest continues to grow

As usual |y happens, the idea was germnated in one club, in the
Sydney suburb of Turramurra, when, responding to appeal s from
the environnental novenents to plant nore trees, the nenbers
devel oped a shade house in which to gernminate and grow native
trees and nurture themuntil they were ready for planting in areas
of the country that had been denuded of vegetation.

The club sought the co-operation of the nearby Sate school at
Wihroonga. The object was to have a shade house built by the
Rotarians in the school grounds and give the children the task of
raising the seedlings until they were nature enough to plant out in
country areas west of the Geat D viding Range. The
shade house was a denountabl e structure of steel pipes, covered
w th shade cl oth.

The Rotarians enjoyed the experience of working on the shade
house and the children were delighted with their involvenent and
inmediately gained a better appreciation of the value of trees,
learned a great deal about native trees and the vulnerability of cer-
tain species to plant diseases and al so becane increasingly aware
of the total environnent. O

The project was described at the 1988 Institute by Bob Burnett,
a past governor of Dstrict 968 (9680) and a nenber of the
Turranurra club. The Institute was sufficiently inpressed to
commend the shade house project to other clubs as a useful com
muni ty service idea of environnental and educational val ue.

By 1990 there were so nmany enquiries that the nenber of the
Turranurra club who had vol unteered to respond to themwas over
| oaded. Apart tine secretary was engaged wth a snall office in the
Rotary Down lhder building and the project was approved by all
i ncuntbent governors as a mul ti-district program

Trees for Survival was incorporated in 1991 and is now
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admnistered by a coomttee of nmanagenent. In 1991 Ray Reed, a
past governor of District 969, accepted the invitation of the
committee to nanage the operation.

A nmgjor nanufacturer of steel products agreed to provide the
shade house superstructure at cost and nanufacturers of garden
supplies provided shade cloth. Rotary clubs were encouraged to
seek | ocal sponsorship of the shade houses. Thus they are erected
by the voluntary labour of Rotarians at no cost to the Rotary club.
The sponsors and suppliers are rewarded with a discreet but
obvi ous display of their nanes on the conpl eted shade house.

The Conmittee of Managenent issues a conprehensive instruc-
tion nanual so that the sponsoring Rotary club and the sel ected
school or institution has but to followa set of sinple guidelines to
ensure conpl ete success.

In 1995 Trees for Survival Inc. launched a specia project known
as Trees for 2000 to enphasi se the urgency of w de revegetation
by the year 2000 and beyond.

Sone 200 shade houses had been conpl eted by early 1996 and
nany nore Rotary clubs had agreed to add Trees for 2000 to their
mnor conmunity service projects wthin the next year. Qhers have
sought literature, so it seens |ikely that shade houses wll continue
to proliferate around Australia; particularly since sone Rotary clubs
with several schools wthin their boundaries are
pl anni ng a second shade house.

Though the enphasis is nainly on prinary school s because of the
obvi ous educational value to young children, shade houses have
been erected at other institutions, including a university, a school
for the intellectually handicapped, a juvenile detention
centre and a low security adult correctional establishnent (the
nodern and politically correct euphemsmfor a prison farn).

Trees for 2000 co-operates with Geening Australia, the
Australian Nature Qonservation Agency, National Parks and Widlife
and Sate education, agriculture, lands and water resources aut hor -
ities
OTHER COMMUNI TY PRQIECTS

The few projects here listed are exanpl es only of the vast range
of activities undertaken by Rotary clubs to fulfill their community
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servi ce obligations.

Beginning with the first page of John Peden's report for one year,
1951-52, as governor of the 31st district, which then covered
Northern New South Vel es and all of Queensland, the fol | ow ng club
activities in conmunity service (including services to youth) were
recor ded: —

Atherton continued provision of playground equi pnent begun the
previous year and donated £65 to the Boy Scouts.

Bal lina al so provided playground equi pnent and assi sted the Boy
Scout s.

Babi nda took the first steps to establish a town library and youth
club, donated £20 to the Boy Scouts, provided bursaries and con-
tributed £10 to a fund to provi de pl ayground equi pnent.

Brisbane organi sed dvic Veéek, described as “a worthwhile func-
tion”. The club al so established its pernanent club roons in that
year to inprove the efficiency of the club and thus the effective-
ness of its service. O

Bundaberg perpetuated the nenory of fanous aviator Bert
Hnkler with an avenue of flowering shrubs; and al so conpl eted pro-
vi sion of playground equi pnent .

Boonah continued its work on provision of a specia area for “Tiny
Tots”. O

Girns gave support to the Hying Doctor Service, took children
hospital patients on outings, provided conforts and anenities for
hospital s and al so instal l ed pl ayground equi pnent. O

Gasi no founded a horticul tural society, assisted the Spastic Gen-
tre and Pl ayground Association and began construction of an
QA ynpi ¢ swi m ng pool . 0

Charters Towers conducted its annual essay conpetition in
school s and col I eges and al so sponsored a concert to entertain sol -
dier trainees. [

ol angat t a- Tweed Heads provided a ten day holiday for spastic
children and their guardians (an annual event) and endowed a bur -
sary for needy children to enable them to undertake senior
secondary educat i on. [J

Dal by raised £200 for playground equi pnent .

Fortitude Valley continued its assistance to the Spastic League;
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raised funds towards a £50,000 appeal to provide buildings and
equi prent and was strongly represented on the Spastic League
Board; organi sed two successful concerts by the Australian Boys’
Choir with proceeds to the Spastic Appeal and al so presented two
anbul ances to the Spastic League.

Gatton provided a hut for Scouts, QGuides and Vol f Qubs.

G adstone Rotarians, by neans of a series of working bees, built a
hut for Scouts and Quides. O

Gayndah instal | ed pl ayground equi pnent in Rotary Park.

Gnpie installed radio equipnent in the local hospital, participat -
ed in dvic Wek, worked on a Guides hut and seats at bus stops.

Gafton, in co-operation wth the Apex club, raised a |arge sum
for local charites and, wth the assistance of the Boy Scouts, held a
successful “book drive” to provide books for the hospital and the
or phanage. O

I nghamrai sed £67 towards the installation of a radio recei ver and
50 sets of headphones for the hospital, pronoted a tree-planting
schene and began a project to instal air conditioning in the |ocal
hospital .

Innisfail provided funds for a child-mnding centre, worked for the
“Queen Conpetition” and local agricultural society and planted
nore trees in Rotary Park. O

| pswich took over naintenance of playground equi pnent, and
al so hel d a successful garden party rai sing £200 for the Qoportuni -
ty School .

Kyogl e establ i shed pl ayground equi prent on three sites. (1]

The rapid growth of the playground novenent of the 1940s and
50s and community concern for spastic children resulting
from pronotion of Spastic Associations and Leagues and the
devel opnent of spastic centres are reflected in the projects adopt -
ed by clubs. O

Taking a wder view of community service throughout Australia
over the 75 years, one gains sone inpression of the extent and
variety of the nany needs that individual Fotary clubs identify and
attenpt to neet.O

The Australian Admnistrative Saff ollege, now an institution
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with an enviabl e reputation, was established in 1954 by the Fotary
Qub of Sydney. Mbdelled on the Administrative Saff College at
Henl ey-on-Thanes, UK, the Principal of which was generous wth
infornation and advice, the college was incorporated in 1955 wth
the 28 distingui shed signatories to its Articles coming fromevery
Sate and Territory of Austraia

A classroomattached to the children's ward in the local hospital
was built and equipped by the Rotary Qub of Veést VWl ongong,
New Sout h Vil es.

Regarded as one of the nost significant club projects was the
formation of a service club novenent for young business nen. In
1930 the first Apex club was sponsored by the Rotary Qub of
Gelong, Mctoria Initially known as the Geelong Young Business-
nen’s Aub, for young business and prof essional nen between the
ages of 18 and 35 years, wth ains simlar to those of the sponsor -
ing Rotary club, the nane was changed to Apex in March, 1931
Qher Rotary clubs soon began to sponsor the formati on of Apex
clubs and, of course, Apex clubs were doing their own extension
until, by the md 1950s, Rotary’s help was no |onger needed. By
1980 there were nore than 800 Apex clubs w th 16, 000 nenbers.
Lhhappi |y, there has been a serious decline of Apex neniership
since the late 1980s and nmany cl ubs were forced to surrender their
charters or to amal ganate with others. The principal reason givenis
the lack of conpassion engendered by the “greedy 1980s”, but
many Apexians feel that failure to admt wonen to Apex has been
an inportant factor. Further attenpts are being nade in the 1990s
to have the constitution anended to give clubs the option of
admtting young wonen and, wth vigorous nenbership drives,
there were hopeful signs of an Apex resurgence in the 1990s.
Apexians retain their nenbership until they reach 40, when they
are given an honourabl e discharge and are usually snapped up by
Rotary or Lions clubs.

In 1970 a lodge was built at Royal North Shore Hospital by the
Rotary A ub of Lane Qove, New South Vel es. The | odge consi sted of
two notel -type units with bed-sitting roomand en-suite bat hroom
for short-termoccupation by close relatives of criticaly ill or bady
injured patients. Such was the denmand for this emergency
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accommodation that in 1972 the club added two nore units to
“Rotary Lodge”.

Ata k about blood pressure as a risk factor in heart disease by a
prof essor of nedicine pronpted the Rotary A ub of G eensborough,
Mctoria, in 1972, to conduct a blood pressure survey. Wth the
co-operation of the local council, hospitals, nedical practitioners
and nurses, the blood pressure of nore than 700 people was
checked in one day, indicating that 10% of the popul ation had
elevated blood pressure and were unaware of it. The infornation
was wdely used through the nedia to encourage people to have
periodical bl ood pressure checks.

In 1954-55 as its RFotary 50th Anniversary project, the Rotary
Qub of Inverell, New South Vel es, sponsored beautification of a
park and nenbers al so provi ded assistance at the nenorial baths
project. Three years later it is recorded that the club was beautify-
ing the War Menorial Baths. The club al so provided two
schol arships val ued at ten guineas each to third year students “to
encourage further study”; and club nenbers cut 25 tons of
firewood for the hospital .

Identifying soil erosion as a serious problemthat was potentially
disastrous, the Rotary Qub of Mwora, Vestern Australia, wth the
co-operation of the Departnent of Agriculture, devised a soil
conservation programin 1959. Selecting an area of land, the club
persuaded farners to set up contour banks on their properties to
control water run-off. The object was to reclai meroded paddocks
and mninise flooding of flats along the watercourse. Three years
| ater the success of the schene was denonstrated to farnmers from
nany regi ons.

To celebrate the International Year of Disabled Persons (1981)
the Rotary AQub of Charlestown, New South Véles, constructed a
sensory trail for blind people. The 200 netre trail |ed through bush-
land at the headwaters of a fresh-water creek. Knots in a rope
extending the full length of the trail identified trees, shrubs and
other plants, while cassette tapes guided visitors aong the trail.

Among the nmany visible projects within its community is a
communi ty care and health centre built by the Rotary dub of Munt
Gavatt, Queensland, for the B ue Nursing Service.

86

MEETI NG COVMUNI TY NEEDS

Gommended nany years later by Rotary International Director
Ken Schel l er, who saw the annual report for 1941-42, was the then
19-nener Rotary Qub of Traralgon, Mctoria, which, in its first
year of service, launched an appeal to provide a community
hospital, collected waste paper for patriotic funds, planted a circle
of trees in Mctory Park, provided tree guards, dug 600 yards of
air-raid trenches at the local school, renovated and painted the
town swmmng pool, financially supported the local branch of the
Returned Services League and the Air Training Qorps, assisted the
wves and fanmilies of nen on active service and began plans for
post-war reconstruction in the town.

In the city of Broken HIIl, New South Wiles, in 1965, the
Rotarians were jolted into action by the near death of a child who
had raided the famly first-aid box and had swal | owed a nunber of
pills or capsules, believing themto be sweets. Realising that there
nust be nmany partly used bottles of prescription drugs in the
nedi cine cabinets of the citizens, the Rotarians organised a
door-to-door collection on one Sunday wth local Scouts and Qui des
to swell the work force and wth the support of local nedia to alert
the public. They collected pills and potions wei ghing nore than two
tons, from which a team of pharnacists sal vaged 12'/: cwt of
usabl e material which was handed over to the Red Qoss. The story
appeared in Rotary Down Under and the idea was taken up by nany
cl ubs throughout the region. (peration deanout (sonetines called
(peration Drug Take) was seen as a very useful community service
project, aerting the public to the danger of keeping prescription
nedi cines wthin the reach of children and reminding themto dis-
pose of unused drugs; wth a “fringe benefit” to the Red Qoss
whi ch coul d use sone of the naterials in those countries in which
they were desperately needed.

In 1976, District 269 (9690) covering the western suburbs of
Sydney and near country areas rallied the support of 34 Rotary
clubs and 23 Rotaract clubs to build a sports stadium for the
disabled with facilities for wheel -chair ganes and other recreational
activities. Uhder the quiet but determned |eadership of PDG
HW(Mck) Shephard, an enthusiastic conmttee worked tirel essly
for six years and the participating clubs dreaned up an inpressive
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array of fund-raising schenes. Probably the nost unusual venture
by a bunch of Rotaractors was a raft-race sone 1200 kil onetres
down the Darling Rver toits confluence with the Mirray.

After hearing a news broadcast at the site of a serious road
accident and the corment by a doctor that all vehicles should be
equi pped with sone sort of energency facility so that those first
on the scene coul d render assistance, a traffic accident energency
kit to be kept in the car was devised and narketed by the Fotary
A ub of Rverwood, New South Vél es, while in the south west of the
Sate, the Giffith Rotarians established a very effective procedure
for bringing aid to road accident victins, especially those far from
hone, ensuring that they were visited in hospital, uninjured famly
nenbers were cared for and contact naintained wth relations.

Alodge for the famlies of cancer patients in Townsville hospital s
was built by the Rotary dub of Ross Rver, Queensland.

The Rotary dub of Lisnore, New South Véles, began screening
prograns for colorectal cancer in 1983, using test kits. The
programwas taken up by other clubs and w thin 10 years 150 cl ubs
in 11 districts were conducting “bowel scan” screenings. In 1992 a
Rotary National Bowelscan Conmittee was fornmed to
devel op comunity awareness of bowel cancer and to pronote
net hods for early detection.

To nark the sesqui-centenary of Véstern Australia and Rotary’s
75th year in 1980 the Rotary dub of Scarborough, a beach-side
suburb, presented the community with a nenorial clock atop a 12
netre tower bearing the Rotary enblem and the State Coat of
Ans. Msible to the surfers and sun-worshippers on the beach, the
clock was given into the care of the surf-lifesaving club. Wth due
cerenony the clock was unveiled by the Sate Governor.

In the sane year, wth a simlar bright idea, the Rotary Qub of
Port Hrie in South Australia, celebrating its 25th anniversary and
Rotary’s 75th, presented its city wth a handsone clock, 7.5
netres high which stands outide the admnistration centre in the
nain thoroughfare, its 1.2 netre square faces clearly visible from
both ends of the busy street.

In 1975 the new Rotary Qub of Bassendean, Véstern Australia,
wth only 24 nenbers, presented a nini-bus to the local council for
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the transport of disabled, sick and el derly people in the
community. In nore recent years (1991-93) the club has conduct -
ed a five-event relay narathon, attracting nore than 150 teans
conpeting in road running, cycling, sw nming, canoeing, Cross-
country running, donating the funds raised to CanTeen —the
support group for teenage cancer patients. The 1993 donation was
sone $30, 000.

To raise funds for their various projects, Rotary clubs show
renarkabl e ingenuity. Indeed sone of their activities have becone
f amous.

In Munt Isa, Queensland, an annual rodeo attracts huge crowds
and raises large suns of noney; while the Henl ey-on-Todd regatta
in Alice Springs receives nation-wde news coverage each year as
teans conpete in the various “aquatic” events on the dry bed of
the Todd Rver.

Qubs run fairs and garden fetes, barbecues and sausage sizzl es,
flower shows and art shows and stage shows (the Arts and Qafts
show at Deloraine, Tasnania, is clained to be the biggest in the
Sout hern Henmisphere and had raised nore than $500,000 in 13
years to 1994, while the fane of the Wnyard Misic Hal | has spread
across Bass Srait to the mainland and for 25 years has played to
capacity houses), concerts, plays and fireworks displays, air
pageants, race-days, art unions and raffles: the Rotary G ub of Bal -
main, New South Véles, in 1975 won a Sgnificant Achi evenent
Aard for raffling a Rolls Royce, raising $48,418 for local hospital s.
They hol d junbl e sal es, junk auctions, narket days, car rallies, fun
runs and even a “skateathon” in Armidal e North, New South Vel es.
Wth the help of television and radio stations they conduct
“tel ethons” and “radi othons” which, despite the anguish of English
purists at the assault on our |anguage, yield huge suns as |isteners
or viewers tel ephone their pledges which are acknow edged by wel | -
known i denti ties.

They build houses wth voluntary | abour and sell themat a hand-
sone profit. They raise livestock for sale. The Rotary G ub of B ack-
heath, on the B ue Muntains of New South Vel es, planted a pine
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forest and used the thinnings each year for sale as Quwristnas trees
and finally sold the luner. Parranmatta Gty sells Gristnas trees,
specially grown at Bayney, as its principa annual fundraiser, usually
gai ning nore than $20,000 to finance its projects. The Rotarians of
Pakenham  Victoria, becane potato farmers for a
season, raising $5, 000 for a sheltered workshop.

They seek sponsorship for nenbers who agree to do odd thi ngs
in Rotary’s nane. In Georgetown, Tasnania, they permtted
nenber Neil Blis to cycle 1,000 kilonetres around the Island Sate
to raise $10,000 for the disabled. And Pat Farner, Fotary Qub of
Ganville, has becone world fanmous for running across continents.

The neans of raising funds are as varied as the conmmnity
projects they support. But even as they devise bigger and better
fund-raising schenes, Rotarians are reninded that fund-raising is
not, or should not be their na or preoccupation. The nain task of
every club in its conmunity service programis to identify genuine
needs and show comunity | eadership in neeting them
nobi | ising |ocal resources of talent, |abour and noney to conpl ete
their task.
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Prof essor Terry Dwer of the Menzies
Institute, Hobart, Tasnania, is pictured at
work with one of his research assistants.
Prof essor Dayer’'s teamwas one of the first
to record a breakthrough in causes of Qot
Death, in 1991.

91

Fotary A ub of Bourke’s, NS W,
weath on war nenorial cross incor-
porating three books, one for each of
the three schools —Bourke Primary,
Bour ke Convent and Bourke H gh.

Rotarian narshal | s
fromD stricts 9680,
9690 and 9750 in New
South Wl es line the
wal I's as hordes of
peopl e (nore than
130, 000 of them
having parted with a
snal | fee, participate
inthe Tunnel VAl k in
1992 to nark the
opening of the Sydney
Harbour Tunnel . The
wal k rai sed $500, 000
for the Royal New
South Vdl es Institute
for Deaf and Bind

Chi | dren.



Rght —Two great stalwarts of
the Australian Rotary Health
Research Fund, (fromleft) PDG
Geof f Stevens of the Rotary dub
of Hawthorn, Mic., past secretary
and treasurer; and PDG Geof f
Betts of the Rotary A ub of
Geelong, Mc., ten years on the
Board and three as chairnan.

Left —R 1. President 1993-94
Bob Barth unveils the first com
nmenor ative plaque to nark
Rotary’s invol venent in the
devel opnent of the Rotary Wng
of the New Children's tbspital,
during a visit to Sydney in 1994.
A'so pictured (fromleft)

Prof essor David Bennett, Dr
John Yu, Tom Lindsay, Project
Drector and Les Witcroft
(obscured), chairnan Rotary
Wng Committee.

Scouts and girl guides joined other volunteers in a
nassi ve clean-up after a bushfire ravaged Kings Park
inthe dty of Perth, Véstern Australia. The

vol unteers, pictured, collected discarded tins, bottles
and broken glass during the clean-up, organised by the

92

PDG Gl in Dodds of the Rotary
Qub of Goncord, NS'W (the nan
who nade narketing the Heal th
Research Fund an art forn).




