CHAPTER FI VE

VWORLD UNDERSTANDI NG

TI—E fourth part of the (bject of Rotary, “The advancenent of
international understanding, good wll and peace through a world
fellonship of business and professional persons united in the ideal
of service” is expressed in the avenue of service known as |nterna-
tional Service, which covers two nain areas: world understandi ng
and worl d community service.

To advance international understanding, Fotary, at club, district
and international level, has devised a nunber of highly successful
prograns, the two nost notable being the schol arship and group
study exchange prograns of The Rotary Foundation and the Youth
Exchange Program

THE ROTARY FOUNDATI ON

In 1917, Arch K unph, president of what was then the Interna-
tional Association of Rotary dubs, successfully proposed to the
convention the creation of “an endownent fund . . . for the purpose
of doing good in the world in charitable, educational and other
avenues of community progress”.

The fund nounted very slowy, but by 1928 it had grown to
$US5, 709. 07 and the convention of that year re-naned it The
Rotary Foundation and aut horised the appoi ntnent of five trustees
to “hold, invest, nanage and admnister” its property and, wth the
approval of the board of directors, “. . . expend the corpus of the
incone therefromas a single trust for the purposes of R1I.".

In 1931 The Rotary Foundation Declaration of Trust was
executed, which, after citing the 1928 anendnents, declared that
“Al property received and held by said Trustees shall be received
and held in Trust to expend the principal and/or the incone
therefrom as a single trust, for and only for philanthropic,
charitabl e, educational or other eleenosynary purposes, objects,
novenents or institutions of RI. . . .”

Throughout the 1930s the R 1. board encouraged cl ubs to donate
to the Foundation wth the object of raising $2 nmllion; but the
great depression inhibited any spectacular response. In 1939 the
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R 1. president concluded that “the apparent |ack of interest on the
part of Rotarians generally was attributable to the fact that the
nost appeal i ng obj ects had not been sel ected nor devel oped on an
inspirational basis’.

Then came Wrld War |11 and the Rotary novenent was preoccu-
pied wth nore urgent considerations.

In January 1947 Paul Harris, Rotary’s Founder and President
Eneritus, died; and, through the “Paul Harris Menoria Fund’, dona-
tions poured into The Rotary Foundation as a tribute to the nan
who had founded the novenent 42 years earlier. Mre than $USL
mllion, a nost twce as nuch as had been contributed in the previ -
ous 30 years, cascaded into the coffers, enabling the trustees to
send sone 12,000 packages of food and clothing to needy
famlies who had suffered grievously in war-ravaged countries. But
it also enabled themto plan for a nore significant program of
education and worl d under st andi ng.

In 1948 The Rotary Foundation chose 18 outstandi ng graduates
fromseven countries, including Australia, as the first “Rotary Foun-
dation Fellows for International Uhderstanding” (later to be known
as Rotary Foundation Gaduate Fellows and, later still, Rotary Foun-
dation Anbassadorial Scholars). Each Fellow was given a year of
post-graduate study in an overseas country wth fares, tuition fees
and accommodation paid for.

Since then, the annual schol arships have been extended to
i ncl ude vocational schol arships for technica trainees; journalism
schol arshi ps to enabl e young journalists to pursue further study at
an overseas university; teachers of the handi capped schol arships,
giving teachers of children wth nental or physical disabilities an
opportunity to study special education techniques in overseas
countries. Al are based on a full acadenic year of study in another
country, preference being given to those willing to study in a
country wth a | anguage different fromtheir own.

Scholars are nonminated by Rotary clubs and sel ected by the
Rotary districts, which are awarded one schol arship each year. A
Rotarian counsellor is appointed in the host district. During their
schol arship year, scholars are expected to talk to Rotary clubs and
other groups in the host districts about their own countries; and, on
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their return, are expected to attend Rotary club neetings and dis-
trict conferences so that they can share their experiences of anoth-
er cuture

In 1965 the programwas further diversified wth the introduction
of Group Study Exchange under which five or six young
busi ness and prof essi onal people wth a Rotarian | eader undertake a
two nonths study tour in an overseas country with a selected
Rotary district as hosts. In the next year, a reciprocal visit is nade
by a sinlar team

Thi s aspect of Foundation activity was pi oneered by New Zeal and
as long ago as 1955 when one of the districts (there were then
only two) established Rotary Overseas Travel Awards (ROTA),
sel ecting six young nen and a Fotarian | eader to make an over seas
study tour. The first tour in 1955 was to Geat Britain. In 1957 a
teamvisited the Pacific states of USA; and then fol | oned bi enni al
tours to India and Ceylon, Japan via Australia and |ndonesia,
Mal aysia and Thailand. In the even-nunbered years, teans from
these countries nade reciprocal visits until Goup Sudy Exchange
becane a Rotary Foundation activity.

The purpose of all of these schol arships and group exchanges, of
course, is to give future leaders —people who are likely to be in
positions of influence —an understanding and appreciation of
different cultures and custons and religious beliefs as a neans of
advancing “internati onal understanding, goodw || and peace”.

Australians have participated enthusiastically in all the
educational prograns of The Rotary Foundation and are able to
point to nany distinguished citizens, sone of whom are now
Rotari ans, who have been Foundation scholars in their youth:
churchren (including the Archbishop of Ml bourne, Dr. Rayner)
jurists, scientists, acadenics and business |eaders; not forgetting
Dstrict 9830 Past Qwvernor Bl Bale, Rotary Qub of Sandy Bay,
Solicitor General of Tasnania —and, of course, Hs Excellency the
Gvernor General, Sr WIIiamDeane.

Particular pride is taken in the briefing of scholars before they
depart for overseas to ensure that the information they inpart
about their own countries is accurate and that their general
know edge is extensive. This is particularly so wth Goup Sudy

95



SEVENTY FI VE YEARS CF SERVI CE

Exchange and was instituted shortly after the schene began when
Dstrict 267 (9670) Past Governor Dr. Ken MKerihan of East
Miitland, reported to the Rotary Institute in 1967 that he was
“. . . appaledat theignorance of their own country . . .” of avisiting
team and proposed a briefing programto be undertaken by all
outgoing group study teans. The proposal was adopted and a
“crash” course was devised covering Australian history, geography,
econony, commerce and industry, politics, culture, education,
lifestyle, sports and any other aspect that occurred to the nen-
tors. The program was an inmmedi ate success and was quickly
i npl enented. Resulting fromarticles in Rotary Down Under, the idea
was taken up by the Rotary International Board and
reconmended to al | districts around the world.

Each year, with the current nunber of districts, 23 young nen
and wonen from Australia enter universities in Europe, the
Anericas, Africa and Asia; an equal nunber of young peopl e from
around the world are wel coned by Australian Rotarians. A so, each
year, 23 Goup Study Exchange teans are sent out and 23
received. The pious hope of all Rotarians is that the friendships
nade by all these talented young people during their nonths or
years abroad wll endure and that the cunulative effect of these
international friendships wll help to advance understanding and
peace.

In addition to its educational grants, The Rotary Foundation
is responsible for special grants to enable clubs to undertake
individual projects, mainly but not exclusively in devel opi ng
countries —provision of an operating theatre, for exanple, or a
clinc o schod.

Qo- sponsorship of projects under the 3-H (Health, Hunger,
Humanity) programis an aspect of The Rotary Foundation
operations that, according to sone, has been under-utilised and
shoul d be gi ven nore consi derati on.

A the 1995 Institute, Rotary International Past President Sr
Cl em Renouf, who introduced the 3-H program during his
presidential year (1978-79), threw out a 75th Anniversary
challenge to his fellow Rotarians suggesting that they consider
directing half of their Rotary Foundation contributions for one year
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to an Australia-wde international 3-H Project which, as well as
attracting matched funding fromThe Rotary Foundation coul d al so
attract an AusAid two-to-one grant. Amng the suggestions he
advanced for such a project was the use of certain species of Aca-
ciafor aridregions of Africa to provide a food suppl enent fromthe
seeds, tinper for fuel and furniture, wnd breaks to protect new
crops and revitalised soil by the return of nitrogen fromthe trees.
Moreover, he suggested, Aboriginal people could be invited to
participate in the project, so that it could become our 75th
Anni versary Aboriginal Acacia (3-A) project. As this book was about
to be printed, the suggestion was bei ng consi dered by Rotary cl ubs.

As has been previously nentioned, the massive PolioPl us
canpai gn al so operates under the Foundation unbrella.

The Rotary Foundation is funded by the voluntary contributions
of Rotary clubs and nany individual Rotarians.

An ingenious neans of encouraging support is the Paul Harris Fel -
| ow award whi ch was first proposed in 1957 and was actively pro-
noted from 1966. Any person who donates or in whose nane is
contributed $1,000 (US) to The Rotary Foundation is naned a
“Paul Harris Fellow and receives a nedal, a lapel pin and a hand-
sone certificate. By April 1996 the nuniber of Paul Harris Fellows
throughout the world exceeded 500,000, (including the Pope,
Mchai | Gorbachev, the Duke of Edinburgh, Mther Teresa, K ng Bau-
douin, the President of the Lhited Sates and Danny Kaye!). In Aus-
tralia 15,922 peopl e have been naned Paul Harris Fellows. For each
addi tional $1,000 (up to five) contributed in the nane of an individ-
ual, a sapphire is added to the insignia of a Paul Harris
Fel | ow

Strongly resisted by Australian Rotarians when first pronoted,
the Paul Harris Fellow awards are now fully supported and used by
nost clubs as a way of honouring their own nenbers or non-Rotar -
i ans who have served the community.

THE YOUTH EXCHANGE PROGRAM

There is a renarkabl e | ack of agreenent about the origins of the
Yout h Exchange program (al so often known as Student Exchange)
for secondary school students. Australians claimit as their own; but
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Anericans and Europeans are wont to nake counter clains. It is
probably fair to say that none of the clains is supported by any
concl usi ve evidence extant. A strong claimant is the Rotary G ub of
Nce, Fance which is said to have initiated an exchange in 1927. A
proposal by the Rotary C ub of Copenhagen in 1929 was
recorded and an extensive exchange between CGalifornian and Latin-
Awrican clubs in 1939 is reported wthout specific details. It is
known that Rotary clubs in European countries had been arrangi ng
short-term exchanges of students during school
vacations many years before the programwas initiated in
Australia. Certainly regular two-way exchanges of the sons and
daughters of Rotarians between Britain and Ireland and the
European countries were wel | established by 1955, because in that
year the General Qouncil of RI.B1. appointed a youth exchange of fi -
cer to co-ordinate the activity.

During the 1957-58 year, students were exchanged between
Dstrict 545 in US A and 298 in New Zeal and resulting from
di scussions during the international assenbly between O strict Gov-
ernors Harley Shaver and Mi col m Leadbetter.

The first recorded exchange of students from Australia was
arranged between the Rotary Qubs of Mrtleford, Mctoria, and
Scottsbluff, Nebraska, US A in 1958 by the governors of the two
districts in which those clubs were |ocated. The two governors-
noninee, Joe Bradbury of Dstrict 280 (9800) and R Swthills,
Harl ey Shaver’s successor in District 545 (5440) had net and
pl anned the exchange at the International Assenbly at Lake R acid,
NY., USA Four further exchanges between clubs in these two dis-
tricts were arranged during that year.

There were no guidelines at that tine. The parents paid the
travel expenses and the host clubs arranged schooling at |ocal
secondary schools and accommmodation in the hones of
Rotari ans.

The exchange was seen as highly successful and in the fol l ow ng
year, Dstrict 280 Governor Horace Bedggood appointed a district
student exchange committee wth Peter Barnett, a past president
of Mrtleford club, as chairnan, to pronote the idea and provide
sone general guidelines. The conmttee obviously discharged its
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duties wth considerable zeal, for in the 1959-60 year, clubs in the
district exchanged 17 students —13 with Asia, one with the
Philippines and three wth US A

A strong supporter of the program who actively pronoted
exchanges with Japan and was host father to the first Japanese
exchange student to his district was Don Farquhar of the Rotary
Qub of Fosebud, later to serve in the Fotary Qub of Gi oundra,
Queensl and. Though bl i nded by Japanese anti-aircraft flak during his
service as a navigator in the RAF in Vérlid Vér 11, Don was quick to
encourage friendship between Australians and his forner enenes
and recogni sed Sudent Exchange as the ideal neans of achieving
that end.

Largely by the efforts and active promotion of Joe Bradbury,
Aive <Shliebs of Wingaratta and Peter Barnett, the Youth Exchange
Programwas soon adopted by other districts. In 1965 Dstrict 280
issued a bookl et, Secondary School s Student Exchange Handbook,
whi ch was nade avai l able to other districts; and the Fotary Q ub of
Wirringah in Dstrict 268 (9680) produced a highly professional
16mmcol our film(wth extensive professional hel p fromLeon Beck-
er of that «club). By 1968 several districts were
i ssuing “nanual s” or “guidelines”.

In 1971 B Il Forrest of Tamworth, enthusiastic Youth Exchange
Chairnan of District 265 (9650), sought the co-operation of RI.
Youth Activities Conmittee nmenber John Mbon in arranging a
national neeting of district youth exchange chairnen to exchange
ideas and infornmation and possibly to devise standard procedures
and effect economes. John was happy to lend his support to the
i dea and, when the neeting eventuated, was asked to preside. The
gathering, after discussing nunerous natters of common interest
and concern, decided that an annual neeting should be called and
elected B Il Forrest secretary to convene the next year’s confer -
ence. SO began the Australian Y.EP. onference, which has con-
vened annual |y ever since.

“Fomthe outset,” PDG BIl Forrest recalls, “it was nade clear,
recorded in the nminutes and repeated at subsequent conferences,
that we were an unofficial group without authority, and that
resol utions were reconmendations to incunbent district governors
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to be accepted or rejected at their discretion.”

Notwi thstanding this clear statenent, however, the Y.EP.
Gonference was not wthout critics who sawit as an unel ected body
attenpting to usurp the authority of district governors; a
m sunderstanding, Bill Forrest believes, arising from poor
conmmuni cat i on.

By 1975 the mass exodus and influx of exchange students was
being co-ordinated nationally. Special deals were struck wth
airlines and insurance conpanies to ensure that the best possible
prices were negotiated. Liaison with the Imnmigration Departnent
resulted in sone nornal requirenents being nodified and several
procedures “short-circuited” for exchange students. Lhiforns were
designed wth a distinctive Youth Exchange bl azer pocket. Qoach
tours were arranged between districts so that students woul d have
the opportunity of some “outback” travel during their stay.
Application forns and other stationery and |uggage identification
vwere standardi sed. Mbst districts were publishing guide books con-
taining sinmlar naterial. Sandard arrival and departure dates were
introduced for all students.

In 1982 the Australian Rotary Institute granted the Y.EP.
Gonference “advisory” status; and subsequent|y nade good use of
the experience of the nenbers when a Youth Exchange Manual for
Australia was published by authority of incunbent governors.

Youth Exchange has attracted hundreds of commtted Rotarians
toits service; far too nany to list inthis report. My of themhave
later served as district governors and have been able to inspire a
wder audience wth their enthusiasmfor the program In fact it is
sonetines said that the only way to persuade a dedicated youth
exchange chairnan to surrender his office wllingly is to nake hima
district governor.

Bll Forrest renained secretary of the YYEP. nference until he
was succeeded by Ted Chinn in 1983. Australian del egates to
Rotary International conventions have nade a naj or contribution to
di scussions at the neetings of district Youth Exchange
chai rnen now hel d annual |y in conjunction with conventions.

The programenj oys continui ng support and benefits froma high-
ly sophisticated district and national organisation. Qutgoing stu-
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dents are nomnated by clubs but, wth very few exceptions, are
selected by the district coomttee and allocated to the offering
host cl ubs overseas. Before departing they are given two intensive
veek-end briefings. The exceptions are the very rare club-to-club
exchanges, arranged w thout reference to district conmttees.

Yout h Exchange Conference Chairnan Brian Beardwood reported
that in the 1995-96 year, 553 Australian students spent an
exchange year overseas under the Youth Exchange Program organ-
ised by districts; and 549 overseas students were wel coned by
Australian clubs. Exchange countries were Argentina, Austria,
Bel gium Brazil, Canada, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France,
Grnany, Hingary, lceland, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Ml aysia,
Mexi co, Nanmibia, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, South Africa, Spain,
Sneden, Saitzerland, Thailand, Turkey, Uhited K ngdom Uhited
Sates, Wkrai ne and Zi nbabwe.

“Youth Exchange,” he declared, “is one of the success stories of
Rotary. Its very nature gives it the ability to build bridges of friend-
shi p and under st andi ng between young peopl e froma di verse range
of backgrounds and countri es.

“Snce its inception we have continued to exchange wth the
‘traditional’ exchange venues, but the Australian districts have
forged new friendships in new areas, including Iceland, Estonia,
Korea, |kraine and Poland. The spirit of adventure within Youth
Exchange is very much alive and wll continue to growin its stature
and diversity well into the next century.”

Youth exchange guidelines for districts, sponsoring and host
clubs, host parents and students are issued now by the secretariat
of Rotary International; but Australian districts continue to
publish and issue their own |ocal and nore detail ed gui debook.

A nodified form of student exchange is the Matched Tw n
exchange between sone New Zeal and and Australian clubs, under
whi ch a student travels froman Australian town to live for a school
termwth a New Zealand famly in which there is a student in the
sane age group and the sane school year. The two attend school
together for the full term then both travel to Australia to attend
school and live with the other exchange famly. The schene has
been operating since the 1960s between a few clubs in New South
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Vel es and the southern part of the North Island. In 1970 it is
recorded that 29 sets of “twns” crossed the Tasnman; two years
| ater there were 39 exchanges. The programwas gi ven nore fornal
recognition in 1977-78 with the appointnment of district
comm tt ees.

Another local variation of recent origin is a program known as
PACE Pacific Australia Quitural Exchange, pioneered by DOstrict
9690 in 1984. Secondary school students are exchanged between
an Australian district and one of the Pacific Island nations (Fji, Van-
uatu, Sol onon |slands, ok Islands, Kiribati, New Gl edonia, Tonga,
Sanoa) during a school vacation where they participate fully in fam
ily life and learn about the culture of the host country; and share
their know edge wth their fellow students when they return. The
nunbers are, of necessity, snmall (not nore than 15 each way)
because of the limted nuniber of Rotary clubs in the Pacific Islands
able to participate; but the programis judged to be of considerabl e
val ue to the young peopl e who are chosen for an exchange.

VOCATI ONAL EXCHANGES

Fromtine to tine, Rotary clubs have arranged exchanges of
young enpl oyed people or apprentices to give them a broader
understanding of how their trades or crafts are practised in other
countries. Mst of these have been arranged by individual clubs and
have not been extended beyond a few years. Two continuing pro-
grans, both devised in New Zeal and, are Rota-Pacific and RFotary
Qverseas Vocational Exchange (ROVE).

Lhder Rota-Pacific, which began in 1974 in the Rotary district
covering the north of the North Island and the Pacific |slands, teans
of young Pacific Islanders (nainly Polynesian but sone Ml anesian
and Mcronesi an peopl e) are brought to New Zeal and to study their
own vocations. Arrangenents are nade for themto inspect and
sonetimes work in the appropriate establishnents (offices,
school s, shops, factories, farns) during their stay, which cul ninates
in attendance at the District RYLA semnar. This
program in early 1996, was being studied by clubs in Australian
Dstricts wth aviewto its adoption.

ROVE, which has been operating in New Zeal and since 1969 and
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in Australia since 1973 is another program of linited appeal but
consi dered val uabl e by those participating. A young apprentice or
trainee is exchanged with another in the same trade in another
country. Satistics have not been kept by the districts in which the
programhas been adopt ed because it has not been appropriated by
district or national hierarchies, probably because of the
relatively snal | nuners invol ved and the highly specialised and i ndi -
vidual nature of each exchange. A wi ne-nmeker in South
Australia, for exanple, exchanges his trainee with one from
Germany; and a Swedish furniture nanufacturer exchanges a
second year apprentice with a New South Vél es nanuf acturer.

The arrangenents are normally made by the individuals
concerned wth the help of their Rotary clubs, which usually nake
the initial contact and arrange accomnmodation, but frequently al so
with assistance fromthe trade associations. An infornation
bookl et was prepared by a district coomttee of the district that
devi sed the plan and renai ns avail able to interested clubs fromthe
Rotary Supplies office in Parranatta

| NTERNATI ONAL HOUSES

International Huuses are university halls of residence in which
both Australian and forei gn students are accomrmodat ed in approxi -
natel y even nunibers. They are fully equipped, wth dining halls,
common roomns, libraries, recreation roons as well as
attractive and adequate, if far from | uxurious bedroom studies.
Meal s are whol esone but plain and fees are nodest. Adninistra-
tive, academc and donestic staff provide for the needs of the
students. The houses are sel f-supporting and are run by boards of
managenent .

The purpose of these facilities is to advance international under -
standi ng by enabling young peopl e of different cultures to Iive and
work together as they pursue hi gher education.

The concept was not original. The first International House was
established in New York dty, USA, wth agrant by John D Rocke-
feller. By the tine the first Rotary-sponsored houses were built
there were 25 in US A, 13 inthe UK, 10 in Grnany and one in
Australia (in Ml bourne).
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Mel bour ne

Qontrary to popul ar belief the Mdl bourne International House was
not a Rotary project; but it has received a great deal of Rotary
assi st ance.

Qpened in 1957 for 42 students (and subsequent!y considerabl y
extended), International House owes its existence to the joint
efforts of a group of Indian students, the Sudent Representative
Qunci | and the Society of Lhiversity Vénen, who raised the initial
funds and | aunched an appeal in 1950, to which the Rotary Qub of
Mel bour ne cont ri but ed.

In 1954-55 the club adopted the furnishing of International
House as its ngjor project for the year; and in 1961, after the
death of Sr Angus Mtchell, the club established the Angus Mtchel |
Menorial Library at International House. A huge book fair in 1969 in
vwhich all clubs in Dstricts 280 and 282 (the area now covered by
9800, 9810, 9820, and 9830) participated, rai sed $7,000 for var -
ious activities of the Huse.

Menbers of Rotary Aubs, as individual s or because of their asso-
ciation wth the university, have had a continuing association wth
International Huse. As Harold Hint put it: “The story of Rotary's
invol venent in this International House has been one of advice and
encouragenent in the early stages, sustained interest and grow ng
financia support.”

Bri sbane

As its project for Rotary’s Golden Anniversary in 1955, the
Rotary Qub of Brisbane, led by President Vél Glbert, adopted the
establishing of an International House at the University of
Queensland. It may have been just a coincidence that Professor
Frank Wite, a nenber of the club, was warden for overseas
students at the Uhiversity.

The club called a public neeting in the reception roons of the
Lord Mayor and opened the appeal with $1,000, which was
nat ched by equal donations fromthe Gountry Vénen' s Associ ati on
and Brisbane Jaycees. An International House Gouncil was forned
wth Dstrict 260 Gvernor Bert Mrtin as president and Rn Dr. Nor -
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man Sherwood as vice president. O her service
organi sations were represented on the commttee which, for the
next decade, was busily engaged in fund-raising and planning. Inter -
national House therefore becane a joint enterprise of Rotary, the
conmuni ty, the Uhiversities Gommission, the Uhiversity of Queens-
land and State and Federal Governnents; but always with Bert M-
tinas the driving force.

Buil ding began in 1964 and on March 1, 1965, International
House was opened as a Lhiversity ollege wth 32 Australian and
32 overseas students. Extensions began al nost inmediately
with further residential blocks and a Wirden's residence. By
1969 the College was accommodating its intended student
popul ation of nore than 150 with 18 countries represented by
the overseas residents.

International House continues to function as intended wth
Australian and overseas students in equal nunbers establishing
friendshi ps and advancing understanding. It also remains a
popul ar resi dence for Rotary Foundation Scholars during their stud-
ies at the Lhiversity.

The contribution of Bert Mwrtin to the success of the project was
recogni sed when the nain hall was naned Martin Hall.

Sydney

In 1961 plans were drawn up for Rotary-sponsored |nternational
Houses to be located at the Lhiversity of Sydney (founded 1850)
and the recently-established Lhiversity of New South VWl es; an
anbi tious project of the Fotary clubs in the district covering the
Sydney netropolitan and nearby country areas. This was the first
maj or district project undertaken in the area; and before it was
conpl eted, as a result of re-districting, it had becone a project of
the clubs in two districts.

The venture had grown slowy froman early investigation by the
Rotary Qub of South Sydney in 1956. Then, at the 1956-57
Dstrict 275 (9750) Gonference, which was held in the Geat Hill at
the Lhiversity of Sydney, Dstrict Gvernor (Sr) George Proud, in
thanking the Mce Chancellor, asked in what way Rotarians coul d
show their appreciation to the Uhiversity. The response was that

105



SEVENTY FI VE YEARS CF SERVI CE

the greatest need was increased student acconmodation, particu-
larly for overseas students.

This statenent was reinforced by a recommendation in the 1957
report of a conmission set up to investigate the activities of the
two universities (Sydney and New South Vel es): “Vé woul d parti cu-
larly stress the inportance of university residences for overseas
students. Australia is assuning responsibilities of the highest order
in South East Asia. There is already a large flow of students,
increasing every year. It is inportant that they should | earn not only
the particul ar academc specialismthat the universities have to
offer but that they should go home wth an inti nate know edge of
Australians —of Australian thought and of Australian ideals. These
students represent the highest ability these overseas
countries possess and they are the potential |eaders in their
particular walk of life. It isindeed unfortunate that they spend nuch
of the day inisolation fromthose wth kindred interests . . .”

From nmany infornmal discussions between university staff,
students and Rotarians there gradually energed the idea of
establishing international houses, which would neet a real need,
woul d provide the environnent conducive to study and the ideal
conditions under which Australian and overseas students mi ght
form friendshi ps and devel op understandi ng. The proposal was
advanced at the 1961 District 275 Conference.

Rotary International Drector Douglas Sewart, a nenber of the
Rotary dub of Sydney and a past governor of the district, wote to
Sydney Lhiversity Chancellor Sr Charles B ckerton B ackburn indi -
cating Rotary’s interest in sponsoring an international house and
asking whether the Senate would nake suitable land availabl e and
recommend the support of the Uhiversities Gonmission.

Sr Cuarles invited Doug and three nore influential Rotarians to
lunch to discuss the offer. They were Dstrict Gvernor @lin More,
PDG Or. Geoff Howe and Sydney club President (Sr) Bernard Free-
man.

As a result of this and subsequent discussions, the inaugural
neeting of the Lhiversities International Houses Appeal Executive
Gmmittee net. Nne Rotarians, including RI. FHrst Mce President
Dougl as Sewart and Dstrict Gvernor Seath Lowey, decided that
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local Rotary clubs would support the appeal and, exceeding their
authority, committed the clubs in the district to raise £400, 000,
whi ch woul d be nmatched by equal contributions from both Sate
and Federal governnents, to provide international houses. The Lhi -
versities woul d provide the | and.

Qver the next four years the clubs did raise the funds, claining to
have utilised every fund-raising activity known to nan (and not for -
getting to remnd those who had conmmtted themto this
daunting task wthout their consent that they were far from
content and woul d neither welcone nor support any future
nul ti-club, multi-district fund-raising venture).

Neverthel ess, when the International Houses were finally opened
and the first students were installed, Rotarians appeared to be unit -
ed intheir satisfaction wth the result of their |abours. The Sydney
Lhiversity International House wth accomnmodati on for 130 stu-
dents opened in 1967; the house at the ULhiversity of New South
Wil es, for 120 students, opened in 1968. The Sydney House now
has 200 and New South WAl es 150 residents; and their
existence is anatter of pride for the Rotarians of the three districts
(9680, 9690 and 9750) now covering the sane territory, in which
there are now not two but five universities; but tentative
suggestions that International Houses nmight be sponsored at
Micquari e Lhiversity, or one of the Lhiversity of Wstern Sydney's
several canpuses, or the Llhiversity of Technol ogy Sydney, have
fallen on very deaf ears indeed.

Sone Rotary clubs in the districts in which international houses
are located take a continuing interest in the overseas students in
resi dence, often taking themon picnics wth other young peopl e or
giving themshort tours to places of interest in the surroundi ng
countrysi de.

The Rotary Qub of Ml bourne nmaintains an avuncul ar interest in
the students, takes themon outings and hel ps to find them vaca-
tion enpl oynent .

The Rotary A ub of Newtown established an Australiana Section in
the library of nearby Sydney Uhiversity International House. Begin-
ning wth the donati on of a book by each nenber and club gifts of
relief-naps and celestial and terrestrial globes in 1970, the club
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adds to the collection wth donations of further books each year.

A group of overseas students fromthe Uhiversity of New South
Wil es International House is taken on an annual excursion to
Qange, where they are guests of Rotarians and are given the
opportunity to inspect local rural industries and enjoy country hos-
pitality. A reciprocal visit by year 11 students from secondary
schools in Qange to International House is arranged to enabl e stu-
dents to experience university life. Sudents at the Huse act as
hosts and gui des to the school students.

International House at Janes ook Lhiversity in Townsville was
not a Rotary project, though Rotary was the catal yst for its founda-
tion. The clubs in the Townsvill e area have provi ded assi st ance.

MODEL UNI TED NATI ONS ASSEMBLI ES

In 1980 the Rotary Qub of Lake Cargelligo, a small town in
western New South Véles, at the instigation of International
Service Drector Chris Budden, a Unhiting Church Mnister and
fornmer Rotary Foundation scholar, introduced the Mdel United
Nations Assenbly (MINA) programto the secondary schools in D s-
trict 970 (9700).

Each club in the district was asked to invite each secondary
school inits territory to send a teamof two del egates to the Mdel
Lhited Nations Assenbly. Each team would represent a different
nation at the assenbly which woul d be conducted, on the |ines of
the UN General Assenbly in New York, by experienced Rotarians.
A the first MUNA only seven schools in the district (covering
200, 000 sqg.km) responded, providing 12 del egations (sone
obvi ousl y sendi ng two teans).

The nunber of participants increased each year and by 1983 the
13-nener Lake Gargelligo club, in an isolated part of the district,
was finding its resources, both human and acconmodation, severe-
ly strained; and the larger and nore conveniently situated Rotary
Qub of Forbes assuned the responsibility of nounting MMNA for
the district.

Fortunately every great Rotary program nanages to attract its
ardent adherents who, having been convinced of its worth, are
inpatient to share it wth as nany Rotarians as possible and
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proceed to becone its zeal ous nissionaries, preaching its gospel at
every opportunity. MNA was no exception; and its principal
evangel i st was Doninic WIlians, a past president of the Rotary a ub
of Forbes, who, in 1986, began to pronote the program
sharing the idea with other clubs beyond the boundaries of 970. To
assist himin his nission the Forbes club published a useful hand-
book and produced a video for the guidance of districts contem
plating the adoption of the program By 1987 MNNA was begi nni ng
in other districts, including Vstern Australia (and New Zeal and);
and by 1995 it was bei ng conducted throughout Australia.

A the 1993 Rotary International Gonvention, Ostrict 9800 in
conjunction wth Dstrict 9700 presented MMNA for the interest of
Rotarians fromaround the worl d.

In 1995 five Australian students, sponsored by Dstricts 9680
and 9800 and led by Dominic WIlians and Mchael Van Heeswyk,
participated in MNA conducted by the Rotary dub of San
Francisco as part of the Rotary/Unhited Nations Presidential
Qonference to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the UN A the
Australian Rotary Institute held in Hobart in Novenber, 1995,
Dstrict 9700 Gvernor Or. Henry Gardiner successful ly sponsored a
notion for the fornation of a nati onal MINA Cormittee; which was
duly established with Dominic WIlliams (9700) as its
chai rman, Mchael Van Heeswk (9680) as vice chairnan, Trevor
Jago (9800) as secretary and Barry Dougl as (9800) as treasurer.

The purpose of MINA is to encourage young people to learn
about other nations and to understand and appreciate the
workings of the Lhited Nations while they devel op debating skills
and gain self-confidence in public speaking. Before the debate
begi ns, a del egate fromeach nation delivers a brief address setting
out the nost inportant facts about the country he or she
represents. The proposals to be debated are sel ected from those
actual ly debated by the UN as well as a nunber of notions
proposed by the teans. The debates reproduce genuine U N
debates, often wth a fine flowof rhetoric, points of order, notions
of dissent, table-banging and bl oc wal k-outs. Teachers and Rotarian
counsel | ors show evi dence of enjoying the experience as much as
the students.
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Australian Rotary clubs do not claimto have originated MNA
vhich was first presented as an International project by the Rotary
Qub of Wnnipeg, Mnitoba, Canada, in 1955, wth nore than 100
schools participating. Smlar prograns called “Into Their Shoes”
were being encouraged throughout the Rotary world in the 1960s
and were very popular in Australia, but these were usually events
arranged once only by individual clubs.

MUMNA has becone an annual event in Australian districts, in nost
of which a different host club is selected each year by the incum
bent governor from those volunteering their services; and the
organi sation of the programis the responsibility of the Dstrict
MUNA Commi tt ee.

OTHER PROGRAMS FOR UNDERSTANDI NG

Friendshi p Exchanges are often arranged between Australian dis-
tricts or groups of districts and districts in other countries. The vis-
iting team(usual |y of Rotarians and spouses) attends neetings and,
if thevisit is a the appropriate tine, the district conference in the
host district. They show filns, videotapes or slides and describe as
many aspects of life at hone as possible. Team
nenbers are billeted in the hones of host district Rotarians. In the
followng year the other half of the exchange takes place. This is
not an “official” program and, as the team nenbers are
responsible for their ow travelling expenses and acconmodati on
(when not billeted), and since it is assuned that adult Rotarians are
capabl e of naking their own arrangenents, no guidel i nes have been
prepared apart fromthose that nmight be hel pful to the people
arranging the group travel. There is a subtle reninder, however,
that they, no less than Foundation scholars and exchange
students, are Rotary “anbassadors of good will” and that the
obj ective of a Rotary Friendship Exchange is “the advancenent of
international understandi ng, good wll and peace”.

Qe of the nost recent friendship visits occurred in February,
1996 between Districts 9630 in Queensland and 3130 in India. This
inter-district international friendship resulted from a
nat ching grant project toirrigate nearly 500 hectares of farnhand
to benefit 525 Indian famlies. Nevell MpPhee reported that
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Rotarians and spouses from ei ght Queensland clubs visited Poona,
witnessed the beginnings of the project, attended the D strict
3130 Conference and participated in a nenorable “Mharaja’ s
Breakfast”. The project, incidentally, had its genesis in a Goup
Study Exchange between the two districts in 1990 when a warm
friendship devel oped between the |eader of the Indian team Dr.
Philly Karani, and President Norm Jenner of the Rotary dub of
Toowoonba South. They discussed the possibility of the irrigation
scheme as a joint venture wth a natching grant from The Rotary
Foundation. Fve years of work and careful planning later, wth Philly
as Dstrict 3130 Governor, their efforts were rewarded wth the
project begun and friendshi ps between the Fotary famlies of the
two wdely different districts firnhy cenented.

Each year, in the week in which February 23 occurs, FRotary for
nmany years celebrated Wrld Uhderstanding VWek. This has been
extended to Wrld Understanding Mnth, during which all clubs are
asked to commenorate the anniversary of Rotary’s birth in Febru-
ary, 1905, by organising sone activity to enphasi se world under -
standing and peace. As nay be inagined, the neans adopted vary
wdely —frominviting a foreign diplonat to speak at the club
neeting to organising an international day in a local park wth
residents encouraged to wear the national costunes of their
countries of origin. Wth a large inmgrant popul ation in Australia,
particularly in the large city and suburban areas, such fairs or
festivals are seen as a val uabl e neans of accentuating the positive
aspects of a multi-cultura society.

The Rotary Qubs of Darwn and Darwn North, Northern Territory,
established a cultural exchange with near Asian nei ghbours, assist -
ing in the exchange of librarians between Darwin and Anbon. This
led to further contact wth Anbonese authorities and the sponsor -
ship by Darwin clubs of 72 athletes in the Arafura Youth Ganes.
Gntinuing cultural contact is naintained, specifically inthe fields of
agricul ture, horticul ture and ani nal
husbandry.

An unusual Wrld Understanding Wek program was devised in
1962 by the Rotary A ub of Bourke, New South Vél es (on the edge
of the Qutback). Having no significant inmgrant popul ation and
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having previously followed traditional Understanding Wek
activities, the club deci ded upon sonet hing different: an ecuneni cal
church service wth Wrld Uhderstanding as its thene. The |ocal
clergy of all denominations were happy to co-operate and so began
the annual devotional service, held each year in a different church,
always filled to overflowng, to pronote world understanding and
friendship beginning wth religious understanding and friendship in
the conmuni ty.

Soneti nes personal international friendships can |ead to unusual
opportunities for individua service; as, for exanple, in 1966 when
lan Hudson of the Rotary Qub of Rydal nere, New South Wl es and
governor nominee of District 268 (9680) was assigned by Dstrict
Governor Frank Meddows to take care of the R1. president’s person-
al representative, Bhi chai Rat t akul of
Thai l and, during and after the district conference. The two nen
forned a wvarmand enduring friendship which resulted in lan's pres-
i dency of the Thai-Australia Association and his service for 12 years
as Honorary Gonsul General for Thailand. During that tine he
becane personal |y involved in an inportant project initiated by the
King: to encourage and help poor farmers in renote hill
districts, whose traditional cash crop had been the opi umpoppy, to
grow alternative produce. Mre than $30,000 was raised in
Australia to help fund the project. For his services, lan Hidson was
honoured by the King as a Commander of the Crown of
Thai | and.

Many cl ubs choose an overseas club or clubs with which to
correspond or exchange audio or video tapes;, others toast an
overseas club at each neeting and send a greeting card to the club
so honoured. Sone wite a letter enclosing |eafl ets or brochures to
aclubinadifferent country each week or each nonth. Al of thisis
in the nane of world understanding; and if sonme Rotarians
question the value of such activities (and even go so far as to
suggest that it's al a bit futile) nost declare that these sinple
neasures have brought them friendships through which their own
understanding of others is enhanced and from which they derive
great pleasure.
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Ken @llins of the Fotary A ub of Kenwick, WA, a past
governor of Dstrict 947, Ken is one of Australia s nost

ardent Rotary vol unteers.
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Mbdel Whited Nations Assenblies
(MUNA)

provide the | atest success story
for Australian Rotary youth pro-
jects. Athough not

originally an Australian idea, the
proj ect has been extensively
devel oped in Australia and
recently gained officia RI. pro-
ject status. The fornmat for MNA
is sinple wth high school age
students taking the role of vari -
ous Lhited Nations countries and

i nvol ving thensel ves in “nock”
Uhited Nations debates. The stu-
dents often attire thensel ves in
the national dress of the countries

they represent.

I nspecting the nodel
for Sydney

Uni versity
International House
in 1965 are Frank
Meddows, Bernard
Freeman, Dougl as
Sewart, lan
Hudson, Les
MGegor, RI.
President CP. L.
(Sput) Teenstra
(from The

Net her | ands) ,
Seynour Shaw,
Geof f Howe and HW
(Mck) Shephard.

The visit to North Queensland of R1.
President B Il Hintley was on the tel evision
news and in the newspapers. He is pictured
during a television interview

Fromleft to right, John and Jill Carrick,
Past President Tony Quinlivan, of the
Rotary dub of Wgga Vdgga- Koori ngal ,
NS W, and Audrey and Bill Huntley. Tony
was the driving force behind the buil ding
of the world peace nonunent in \Mgga
Wagga.
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Rotary International House at the Qurtin Uhiversity of Technol ogy, Perth (fornerly
the Wstern Australia Institute of Technology —WA1.T.), was established as a
project of the Rotary clubs of Ostrict 245 (9450), which then covered the whol e
state. The project was sponsored on the init-iative of the Rotary Qub of South Perth
in 1968. An appeal was |aunched in 1972, the foundation stone was laid in 1977

and the first students were admitted in 1978. In common with simlar halls of
residence in other universities, Rotary International House at Qurtin acconmodat es
overseas and Australian students to facilitate the advancenent of international under-
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Hone i s | ooking better
for nany people in Fji
because of the

Rot ahorres  pr oj ect
initiated by the Rotary
Qub of Lautoka, Hji.

Rot ahone di spl ay fea-
tured at the Ml bourne
Gonvention in 1993.
Fromleft, those pictured
include Anne Qaig, Peter
Drysdal e, PDG Fred
Angus and Ross CQraig
fromDstrict 9920, New
Zeal and.
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COVMUNI TI ES ABROAD

N their efforts to advance world understanding, Rotarians soon

found that there were many overseas communities in desperate
need of hel p.

The earliest response to the plight of fellowhumans in anot her
land was the financial assistance that acconpanied an outpouring
of synpathy and concern for the victins of the great Tokyo
eart hquake of 1923. Thousands of dollars fromRotary clubs around
the world (there were by then nore than 1,000 of then) flooded in
to the Fotary Qub of Tokyo, which distributed the funds to the
nost needy areas. Rotarians everywhere have responded sinilarly
to every mmjor disaster of which they have becone
aware, usually resulting from appeals by the board of Rotary
Internationa .

It is not possible to pinpoint so precisely the begi nnings of Rotary
attenpts to nmeet less dramatic but equally devastating social
needs abroad. Australian clubs do not appear to have enbarked on
any such activities until the 1950s, if we exclude food parcels for
Britain, which was a regular Rotary cormtnent during and i nmedi -
ately after Vorld Vir |1, and the relief packages sent to war victins
in Europe and the extensive Rotary assistance to refugees and
“statel ess persons” in the i nmedi ate post-war years.

During the 1950s and 60s a nunber of Rotary clubs in Australia
“adopted” sonme 50 orphan children in Hong Kong by paying their
living expenses and school fees. The schene was admnistered by
the Hong Kong club and had been brought to the attention of |ocal
clubs by an Australian Rotarian visitor to Hong Kong. In Mrch,
1969, Hong Kong club’s International Service Conmmittee
Chai rnan, Peter Scales, reported that 28 children were being spon-
sored by 18 Australian clubs and that a further four clubs had
agreed to sponsor 21 children.

Australian clubs also began to respond to appeals from Rotary
clubs in Asia and the Pacific Islands by sending nmaterials for
school s, sone of which | acked even pencils and paper.

Wien the first Rotary club was forned in the Territory of
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Papua New Quinea (then a United Nations Trusteeshi p under
Australian adninistration) in 1957, sone needs of the people were
soon identified and brought to the attention of Australian clubs.
Rel atively smal | projects —provision of nedical equi pnent, books
and school supplies for the various Christian mssions and
schol ar ships for secondary education —were begun.

Practical help was given to agricultural areas in India by the
Rotary dub of Narrabri, New South Wl es in 1962 when it adopted
the recommendation of club nenbers George Freeman and N ck
Derera (both agricultural researchers) to establish the Nanoi
Val | ey Research Foundation which, three years later, brought young
agricultural scientist Raja RamfromNew Del hi to study at the North
Veést Wieat Research Institute so that he could advise and assi st
farners in his oan country, especially those who had shown a rel uc-
tance to accept the advice of foreign “experts”.

The Rotary A ub of Robinvale, Victoria, in 1964, at the
suggestion of Phillip Henry, who had served in Borneo during Verld
Vér Il, began its project to supply essentia equipnent to snall
school s in Sarawak and, finding the need extensive throughout the
interior region of the country, gai ned the assistance of other Rotary
clubs to extend the aid.

In 1965-66, at the behest of the Fotary Qub of CQorrinal, New
South Vel es, wth Wrner Reed of that club as project director, 225
Australian clubs contributed to a fund to plant a forest, high in
the hills of Glilee, inthethen only recently created Sate of Israel.
The purpose was to prevent erosion, attract rainfall and
rehabilitate the soil. A dedication was held in 1969 and at the
forest entrance the contribution of Australian Rotary clubs is
acknow edged on an inscription.

Sanpl e drugs left in surgeries and pharnacies by mnedical
detailers usually remain until the doctors and chemists eventual |y
dispose of them This seened a wcked waste to Daryl Hazard of
the Rotary dub of Gakleigh, Mctoria, who persuaded his club to
organi se a col l ection and send the drugs, through the Red G oss, to
be distributed by Rotarians in South Vst Galcutta, India; a sinple
but very val uabl e proj ect.

In 1967 the Rotary A ub of Toowoonba, Queensland, brought

118

COVMMUNI TI ES ABROAD

two young Mel anesian Salvation Arny |assies from Papua New
Qlinea to Toowoonba for six nonths to learn the intricacies of the
sewing nachine; not only how to use it but also how to teach
others to use it; so that, when they returned to their nission, they
woul d be conpetent instructors in the art of nachi ne-sew ng. The
club al so donated 12 reconditioned industrial sew ng nachines for
use inthe snall clothing factory bei ng established at the mssion by
the Salvation Arny.

In the same year the Rotary Qubs of Dstrict 260 (9600)
sponsored two doubl e-certificated nurses to serve as Australian
Vol unteers Abroad in New Qui nea.

In 1968 the Rotary Qub of Belgrave, Mctoria, sponsored a study
tour for an Indonesi an rehabilitation worker to enable himto extend
the training of handi capped people in Gentral Java.

As its Rotary 75th Anniversary Health Hinger Humanity proj ect
in 1980-81, the Rotary A ub of Vérringah, New South Wl es, estab-
lished a paranedi c training centre in Tonga.

A conmuni ty service project of the Rotary Qub of Norfolk Island
in 1975 becane a worl d conmuni ty service contribution from nany
Australian clubs when Sister Bonnie Qintal (wife of a
Rotarian Bounty descendant) of NI. Hospital flew a light aircraft
around Australia to raise funds for the hospital. Project director Ned
Lenthal | arranged naxi num publicity for the flight, resulting in
strong support fromAustralian clubs wherever she | anded.

During his Rotary work in Thailand to devel op a literacy program
(described later in this chapter), Dck VWl ker observed that,
because literacy projects involve long and close contact wth |ocal
Fotari ans and school s, further needs are identified that can be net.
Finding a high level of nalnutrition anong children and
di scovering that those involved in the Thai -Australian Hsheries Pro-
ject knew that the problemcould be alleviated by fish-breeding in
large ponds with conpl enentary vegetable grow ng and poultry or
pig-raising, the Literacy project team set up fish-breeding ponds
and gardens in project schools, sponsored by Rotary clubs in
Australia and Thailand. These not only provided school neals to
solve the nal nutrition problens but al so acted as what DO ck Vél ker
calls “lighthouses” because |ocal subsistence farners, traditionally
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reluctant to adopt new nethods, copied what had been done at
school and coul d buy fingerling fish fromthe schools to stock their
ponds.

A hostel for infant welfare and mdwifery training was
established at Tel efomin, Papua New Quinea, in 1971 by the Rotary
Qub of Munt |sa, Qeensland.

Rotary clubs in Dstrict 279 and 280, (9790 and 9800) in 1973
provi ded 2,000 chickens to stock a poultry farnyard at a Leprosy
settlenent village in Korea. Inaletter of appreciationto Mc French,
past governor Dstrict 280, the director of the centre said: “You
have litera ly saved our lives . . . the incone frompoultry has sol ved
our basic food problemand . . . we hope to start a hog-
raising proect which wll give us self support.”

These few chosen at random fromclub reports and itens in
Rotary nagazines, were anong the very nany projects for the
assi stance of overseas communities that began to expand rapidy
during the late 1950s and 60s.

In 1962 the nane “Wrld Gommunity Service” had been officially
adopted to describe this aspect of International Service. The stated
aimof this conmunity service abroad was “to inprove education,
food production, health and socia services”.

FAIM (Fourth Avenue |n Mbti on)

In 1963 a group of 47 peopl e representing several religious and
charitable bodies, recruited by Rotary clubs in five Australian
districts, nade a “goodw || tour” of Indonesia (in which Rotary was
then an illegal organisation) where they discovered nany areas in
vhi ch practical hel p could be given to the village peopl e.

Led by Sydney Rotarian the Rev Bertram Wllie, the team
travelled, under the banner of the Wirld QGouncil of Churches (of
which Bert was a past president), as nenbers of a hastily-
constituted body known as FA'M Wen they returned the |eaders
pondered the problem of bringing practical help to snall village
communities in devel oping countries such as Papua New Qui nea,
Indonesia and the snall island nations of the South Pacific. Fom
their deliberations they devel oped a new Rotary instrunentality, to
which they gave the nane under which they had travelled to
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Indonesiaz. FAM —*“Fourth Avenue In Mtion” —the object of
vhich vas to recruit volunteer work teans with a variety of skills to
carry out projects in devel oping countries. (In 1966 it was decl ared
to be the operative asmof the Rotary Institute Internationa P o-
jects Advisory Gonmittee —IPAC International Service, of course,
is Rotary’'s “Fourth Avenue of Service” giving expression to the
fourth part of the oject of Rotary).

The reason for the speedy fornation of FAIM was severely
practical: to gain group travel concessions on aircraft. Rotarians,
even when travel ling together as a group, did not qualify for affinity
group travel concessions unless they were all nenbers of the sane
club; so FAMwas born out of the need to save noney —an i npor -
tant consideration to people who were paying their own fares and
expenses to work abroad as vol unt eers.

The Founder of FA'M on whom nany years later, that title was
officially conferred, was Keith Hopper of the Rotary Gub of Inverell
and past governor of Dstrict 265 (9650), whose dedicati on was
nmat ched only by his dynani sm

In 1964 the first FAIMteam of seven volunteers went to
I ndonesi a where they built an orphanage, teaching |ocal people a
variety of building techniques as they did so.

The first FAMproject in Papua New Gui nea was construction of a
vwharf at Wdsu in 1967. The first request for aid to this area was for
addi ti onal accommopdation at a nearby |eper hospital; but
investigation revealed that the future of the hospital was in sone
doubt and also that the hospital and the 30,000 people in the
surroundi ng areas were seriously disadvantaged because of
isolation and inaccessibility. The only access to the area was by
light aircraft viaatiny airstrip perched on aridge, or by sea. Grgo
was | oaded or unloaded from ships 100 yards off shore and
conveyed on snall outrigger craft to and from the beach, an
operation possible only in cal mweat her.

The Administration had plans for a wharf but there were no funds
avail abl e. The cost was estinmated at $65,000 and it was expected
to take seven nonths to build. Three FAlMteans, each of 20 vol un-
teers, assisted by the local indigenous peopl e who enthusiastically
provided the labour, conpleted the wharf in six weeks at a total
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cost of $12,000. Wiile doing so they al so built a school house, a
smal | nur si ng hone and covered concrete
val kways between the hospital wards. The Rotary clubs invol ved
vere Inverell, Qffs Harbour, Lindfield, Bellingen, and Hurstville in
New Sout h Wil es and Cal oundra, Queensl| and.

In 1972, in response to an appeal for a new buil ding —of fice and
neeting hall —a teamof two Rotary volunteers, Cril Rcharde of
Sout hport, Queensl and and NormJones of Taree, New South Vel es,
went to Indonesia with a set of cement brick noul ds and a cenent
tile-naki ng nachine. They taught the locals at the Kalaw Salvation
Any Mssion to nake cenent bricks, set up a snall “factory” in
whi ch to nmanufact ure the bricks, began construction of the building
and trai ned sone young nen in the building trades and | eft themto
conplete the job. A teamreturned later in 1972 to build Iiving
quarters for the mssion; and in 1974 a teamof four Rotarians and
a Rotaract nenber built a hostel, a residence for a doctor and
extensions to the nission hospital, again using cenent bricks. Norm
Jones returned to Kalaw in 1975 to provide further instruction in
bui | di ng t echni ques.

Snce those early projects, nore than 500 FAIM teans from
Australian Rotary clubs in all Sates have built hospitals, clinics,
nedi cal centres, a cultural centre, schools, dormtories, water tanks
and training centres and have installed irrigation plants, wells,
wat er - punps, electricity generating plants, sewerage
treatnment works, nethane gas converters and solar collectors.
They have worked in Papua New Guinea, India, Nepal, Pakistan, Si
Lanka, Indonesia, Thailand, Solonon Islands, Hji, Véstern Sanoa,
Vanuatu and the Philippines. Choosing just one year at random
serving in the 23 teans sent out in 1990-91 were 326
volunteers. It’s no wonder that FAIMwas once described by Keith
Hopper as “Fotary wth its sleeves rolled up.”

As the nuner of FAMprojects increased inits early days, it was
inevitable that someone would find it necessary to develop an
administrative structure. In 1966, as nentioned earlier, FA M was
introduced to the Australian Rotary Institute and declared to be the
“operative armof |PAC" (International Projects Advisory
Grmttee). Bvery district governor was asked to appoint a district
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FAIMchai rman and a commttee of managenent was el ected by the
Institute. Al Rotarians were invited to becone nenbers of FA Mfor
50 cents a year or life nenbers for $10.

In 1971 a new constitution was adopted and four regions were
established (Northern, Southern, Eastern and Véstern) each of
vhi ch was represented on the National G-ordinating Gouncil. The
role of the co-ordinating council is to consider the requests or appli -
cations for FAIM assistance, decide how nmany teans will be
required, ensure that satisfactory arrangenents can be nade wth
the country receiving the aid and al locate the tasks to the regiona
councils. The regional councils recruit teans fromthe Rotary dis-
tricts wthin the region and nake travel arrangenents.

Despite the extent of the operation, FAMhas no paid staff. Bvery
aspect of the work, fromadmnistration towork inthe field, is per-
formed by volunteers. The co-ordinating council neets
annual |y, for conveni ence and econony on the day before and at
the sane location as the Institute.

In 1994 two health clinics were conpleted at S narangu and
Quniburi on the isolated east coast of Milaita, Solonon |slands.
They were officially opened in Mrch of that year, wth Rotarians
and Sol onon |slands Governnent officials present, as The Keith
Hopper Menorial Health dinics.

I'n 1993-94 338 vol unteers built, extended or renovated school s,
hospital' s, orphanages, aid posts and a workshop for the retarded at
29 locations in 10 countries. Estinated cost of the facilities was
$2.5 mllion.

IPAC (International Projects Advisory Gonmittee)

The 1965 conference of incunbent, incomng and past officers
of Rotary International in Australia, on the notion of B n Ganger,
appoi nted an advi sory comnmittee to co-ordinate the work of clubs
enbar ki ng on proj ects abroad. Goncern was expressed at the dupli -
cation of effort when nore than one club responded to a request
for help froman overseas organisation, the uncertainty that aid
woul d reach its intended destination, and the credentials of sone of
the groups seeking the aid. Mnbers of the comittee were En
Ganger and TomSdes (Mctoria), Bert Mrtin (Qeensland), Keith
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Hopper (New South \ales), and Harry \Aeeler
(Veéstern Australia).

In the followng year this annual conference was granted official
status by the board of Rotary International as a Rotary Regional
Institute and the International Projects Advisory Gormittee (I PAQ
becane the first Institute standing cormittee. Its brief was to
investigate the nany appeal s for hel p fromagencies, nissions and
other organisations in devel oping countries, to verify the
credentials of those seeking the aid, to ensure that the aid would
reach its intended destination and to help solve transport and
cust ons probl ens.

By 1969 the |PAC Chairnan, Ferg Ballantyne (South Australia)
was able to report to the Institute that it had listed 49 projects and
that there had been a “good response” from Rotary cl ubs.
Gonpl eted projects included six hospital wards for a mssion
clinic, eignt head of cattle as the nucleus of a cattle industry, wells
sunk in New Quinea villages and 90 schol arships for underprivil eged
children in Hng Kong and Thailand. The Director of the Papua New
Quinea Administration Gentral Secretariat attended the Institute to
convey the appreciation of the Administration for Rotary’s continu-
ing contribution to the wel fare of the indi genous peopl e of the Ter -
ritay.

A the 1974 Institute Brian Know es (Queensland) reported that
300 Rotary clubs and sone 40 Interact and Rotaract clubs had
conpl eted proj ects val ued at nore than $30, 000.

Each year the nunber of projects listed grew and cl ubs respond-
ed to the appeal for help. A first listed in Rotary Down Under, the
list was later published as a bookl et, issued each year to all Rotary
clubs. Wth each project listed is the nane of the |iai son nenoer of
the International Projects Advisory Gormittee responsible for that
proect. Aclub selecting a project fromthe list first contacts the
I'iai son nenber of the comrmittee whose first duty is to ensure that
no other club has undertaken the project. If another club has taken
it up, he suggests others of simlar extent. He is aso required to
give the club advice about transportation, official
docunents to be obtained and any governnent regulations or
special conditions to be net. He then naintains liaison wth the club

124

COVMMUNI TI ES ABROAD

and the recipient agency until conpletion of the project.

Hal f of the six-nenber coomttee retire each year and three new
nenbers are elected by the Institute for a two year term Each
district makes a financial contribution to cover the costs of
postage, telephone calls and the printing and distribution of the
IPACIlist; and, as indicated by the “Sate of origin” of the chai rnen,
the cormittee nenbers are drawn fromall parts of Australia.

In 1993-94, 106 projects in 20 countries were supported by
clubs in al 23 districts in Australia Donations totalled $379, 500
and nany of the projects attracted The Rotary Foundation
Mat ching Gants or AIDAB (AusAlD grants.

SAVE WATER SAVE LI VES

In 1991 a Dstrict 980 (9800) activity, initiated by the Rotary
Qub of Rngwood, after having operated for a decade, was adopted
by the Australian Institute as a national programto provide
contributions and volunteers to inprove nethods of water
catchnent, reticulation and storage tank construction in devel opi ng
countri es.

G course the installation of tanks, sinking of wells and provision
of punps and other equipnent was not new In the 1960s cl ubs
were undertaki ng such projects in India Thailand, Borneo and Papua
New Quinea; and |IPAC lists of the tine were recording
further needs; but these were world conmunity service projects of
i ndividual clubs wth no national co-ordination.

Save Witer Save Lives was an attenpt to devel op a national
strategy to ensure efficiency and effectiveness in bringing help to
the areas of need.

As wth other national prograns, each district governor is asked
to appoint a district chairman who represents the district as a
nenber of one of the five regional conmittees. The operation is
co-ordinated by a national co-ordinating conmttee.

Inits first year as a national program “Save Vdter Save Lives”
was able to report the construction of two tanks in Sol omon
I'slands, 20 in Papua-New Guinea, 40 in Thailand and 68 in India
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DONATI ONS | N KI ND

The Rotary G ub of Longford, Tasnania (Chartered 1963)
provided new Xray equipnent for the local hospital as its naor
conmunity service project for the 1964-65 year. Wiile awaiting
delivery of the newunit, the club wondered howthe ol d plant woul d
be disposed of and asked whether it might be reconditioned and
donated to a needy hospital overseas. The State Health Depart -
nent was pleased to approve the plan; the suppliers of the new X
ray nachine reconditioned and crated the old one free of charge;
Ar India flewit, aso free of charge, to Glcutta; and it was duy
installed by the Rotary dub of Seranpore in the new y-
est abl i shed, Rotary-sponsored hospital .

Wen Geoff Bennett (classification: Xray naintenance) of the
Rotary Qub of Nedlands, Véstern Australia, read about this
“doubl " project in Rotary Down Under in 1969 he recomended
that the club enbark on a project to acquire any replaced Xray
equipnent it could lay its collective hands on and transport it to
sone of the nmany hospitals in devel oping countries that were
known to be desperately in need of equi prent. The club agreed and
reconditioned X-ray units were sent to hospitals in India,
Thai | and and Tanzani a.

So began a continuing project that was to gain the support of the
whol e of Dstrict 245 (which, at that tine, covered the Sate, now
Dstricts 9450, 9460 and 9470): the recovery and despatch to
devel oping countries of used hospital equiprment; not only Xray
nachines but operating tables and lights, dental chairs, sterilisers,
el ectrocardi ographs and such sinple itens as stethoscopes,
sphygnonanonet ers, forceps, scal pel s, kidney dishes and even bed
pans. Now enthusiastically co-ordinated by Gerald Davies of Ned-
lands, the project continues; the value of the equi pnent col | ected
and despat ched conservatively estinmated to have reached nillions
o dlars.

Throughout the years hundreds of Rotary clubs all over
Australia have followed this fine exanpl e: scavenging, repairing,
packagi ng and despatching still-useful naterial, discarded by this
vantonly wasteful , throw away soci ety.

Recogni sing that nmany nenbers of Rotary clubs have access to
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val uabl e itens considered obsol escent or surplus to local require-
nents, the Australian Rotary Institute in 1990 forned another
world community service commttee known as Donations in K nd,
whi ch ains to co-ordinate the col l ection of goods and distributionin
areas of greatest need.

The two nai n categories of goods sought through the Donations
in Kind comittee are for education (school books, classroom
equi prent, paper, pencils, teaching aids, tools, typewiters,
conputers, sew ng nachines) and heal th (nedication, bandages,
tapes, stethoscopes and other surgery equipnent, |arge and snal |
hospi tal equi prent from bed pans and ki dney-di shes to beds,
trolleys, Xray plants, operating tables and air conditioners). Euip-
nent is stored in state capital cities and is sorted and packed by
Rotarian vol unteers. Wen the Royal Alexandra Hospital for Children
at Canperdown, New South VWl es, was closed down and its snall
patients transferred, the three Rotary districts involved in the
Rotary Wng of the New Children's Hospital acquired the unwanted
furniture and equipnent fromthe old hospital and, through DK
have sent it to dozens of needy institutions overseas.

Goods were shipped in 1991-92 to Bangl adesh, Nepal, Papua-
New Quinea, Philippines, Fji, Natal, Solonon Islands, Vanuatu and
Zi nbabwe. Donations in Kind Conmttee nenbers attenpted to
estimate the value of goods shipped and produced what was
described as a conservative estimate of $5 mllion based on
repl acenent val ue.

Donations in Kind is another of those activities that, having oper -
ated under a variety of nanes in several districts for nany years,
was adopted by all districts (per nediumof the Institute) under a
co-ordinated plan for greater efficiency and nore equitabl e distribu-
tion to the agencies applying for aid.

ROTARY AUSTRALI A WORLD COVMUNI TY SERVI CE
(RAVCS Ltd.)

In 1987 a conpany was registered as a legal entity and a “nation-
al voice’ for the various VWrld Gonmunity Service activities operat -
ing under the several comnmittees of the Rotary Institute: |PAG
FA'M Save Vdter Save Lives and now Donations in K nd.

127



SEVENTY FI VE YEARS COF SERVI CE

To nost Australian Rotary clubs the need for a super-organi sa-
tion to “co-ordinate the co-ordinaters” was not inmediately
apparent. The proposed new body would have no authority to
direct or in any way influence the decisions of the various comnmit -
tees forned by resol ution of and therefore accountable only to the
Institute. Its purpose, however, was not to be one of co-ordination
of activities but to be the unified nouthpiece for all in dealings wth
officialdom Qne of the governnent instrunentalities to which all
groups applies fromtine to tine is the Australian International
Devel oprment Assi stance Bureau (A DAB), now known as AusAl D,
responsi bl e for funding or subsidising projects of Non Gover nnent
Qganisations. As coomttees of the Australian Rotary Institute,
FAIM | PAC, SWAL and Di K had no legal status and were
dependent upon the goodw Il of officials to recognise themas Non
Governnent Qganisations or as representing Fotary as a NGQ
Wlike Rotary in Geat Britainand Ireland, Rotary in Australia has no
legally constituted national body (apart fromthe Qouncil of Fotary
Down Under Inc.). As a legally constituted registered
conpany, RAWS Linited was able to neet the requirenments for a
fully recognised NGQ, authorised to negotiate wth governnent
instrunentalities on behal f of Rotary’s Wrld CGonmunity Service
agenci es. Mreover the new national body has been able to provide
national press releases, issue a periodical newsletter to advise all
clubs of world conmunity service activities and opportunities for
service as teamnenibers or by adopting a suitable project.

As its chairnman clained in a report to “sharehol ders”: “the
conpany had a turnover in excess of $8 nillion, plus $400, 000
from Al DAB subsi dies and hunanitarian natching grants from The
Rotary Foundation; 500 unpaid enpl oyees, 350 of whom woul d be
travel ling overseas as vol unteers.”

ROTAHOMES

In 1985 a disastrous cyclone struck Fiji, causing damage
estinated at $80 mllion in Lautoka and surrounding villages and
| eaving nore than 10, 000 peopl e honel ess. Many of those who had
lost their hones were the very poor, sone verging on destitution;
and the dwellings they had |ost had been no nore than
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sub-standard shacks nade of scrap nmaterials. As an imediate
response, Peter Drysdale, an Australian tenporary resident of Hji
who had beconme a menber of the Rotary club of Lautoka,
devel oped the Rotahones project: the construction of snall (4 x 3
netres), |ight-weight, cyclone-proof, galvanised iron and tinber
dwel lings —far from luxurious except when conpared with the
structures they were designed to replace. Total cost of each
dwel | ing was $1, 600.

New Zeal and clubs in the sane Rotary district quickly offered
support to neet the i nmedi ate need and their assistance was soon
suppl enent ed by hel p fromthe other districts in both Australia and
New Zeal and. Thus Rotahones became a world conmmunity service
proj ect of the ANZOregion.

Havi ng re-housed the cyclone victins, the Rotarians decided to
set about elimnating al sub-standard housing in the area

By 1991 the initial objective of 250 Rotahomes had been
achieved and a long-termgoal of 1,000 by the year 2000 had
been set.

In addition to the construction of new dwellings, the program
incl udes provision of basic necessities and finding enpl oynent for
peopl e in Rotahone fanilies.

The Australian and New Zeal and Governnents provi ded
financial assistance under their respective overseas aid prograns
and the special needs of nany famlies have been brought to the
attention of the Red Goss and the UN Save the Children Fund.

RESTCR NG S| GHT TO THE BLI ND
Eye Canps

Rotarians in Australia first becane aware of the canps
estaplished in India to performdelicate eye operations in 1961.
S nce then, hundreds of Rotary teans of surgeons have gone from
Australia to India, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Indonesia, Eitrea, Bhiopia
Rwanda, Papua New Guinea and other devel oping
countries to save or restore the sight of many thousands of
peopl e.

(ne of the Rotarians invol ved was Ross Irvine, a past governor of
Dstrict 950 in South Australia, who was appointed to the Interna-
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tional Projects Advisory Conmttee in 1978 and assigned to
projects in Bangladesh. At that tine only four Rotary clubs in that
country were receiving aid through | PAC but he soon di scovered
that there were other clubs conducting Eye Canps.

In 1980 Ross attended a Rotary International conmttee neeting
in US A and there met a district governor noninee from
Bangl adesh. He asked which of the projects being funded by | PAC
was the nost inportant.

“Bye Ganps,” said his new friend wthout hesitation. “There are
nore than a mllion blind peopl e i n Bangl adesh. ”

Returning to his district (which by then had been re-districted to
becone 950 and 952) he suggested a three-year conmtnent by
the two districts to expand the Bje Ganp project wth funding of
$25,000. The districts agreed and, in their enthusiasm raised
$34,000 in two years.

Ajoint district comittee was forned and application was nade
to The Rotary Foundation for a matching grant; but, in the absence
of any reply to the several letters to Bangl adesh, the coomttee, in
1982, suggested that Ross board the first available aircraft and
sort things out.

“The late Keith Hopper once told ne that, if you plan to send
noney to an overseas country, you should wap it up in a
Fotarian,” said Ross. “Wse words. M visit broke through all
cultural and conmunication barriers; and after the Rotary |eaders
had conferred it was decided that all 28 Rotary cl ubs in Bangl adesh
voul d be invol ved.”

A co-ordinating conmttee was fornmed for Eye Canps for
Bangl adesh and in the first year 15 clubs sponsored 30 BEye Canps,
examned 27,027 village people, treated 20,441; and 3,665 had
their sight restored by cataract operations.

By the end of the three years, 31 clubs had sponsored 201 Eye
Canps; 192,278 peopl e were exam ned; 157,361 were treated,
and 23, 337 had sight restored.

The enphasis by now was being placed on prevention of blind-
ness through an education program Ajoint application for a Health,
Hunger and Hunanity grant for “Treatnent and Prevention of B ind-
ness in Bangl adesh” was successful. $US377,900 was granted to
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support the project for a further five years wth 140 canps per
year.

The total nunber of people examined as a result of both the
Mat ching and 3-H Gants was 1,298, 794, of whom 1, 146, 074 were
treated and 143, 194 underwent surgery to restore their sight.

The nedi cal work and preventative educati on were carried out by
surgeons of the Bangl adesh National Society for the Bind, trained
at the Chittagong Eye Infirnary and Trai ni ng Gonpl ex where Profes-
sor Frank B llson of the Sydney Eye Hospital had set up a D pl ona of
Communi ty Opht hal nol ogy. Mor e t han 70
surgeons, 250 paranedics and many nurses had graduated from
the course by 1994.

“It is arewardi ng experience to visit Bangl adesh Eye Ganps,” sai d
Ross Irvine.

The day the bandages are renoved is very enotional as the
patients realise that they can see again. Sone, who have been blind
for years, see children and grandchildren for the first tine. Mny
tears of joy are shed.

“The project has been good for Rotary, too. Because they admre
the work of Rotarians, they are pleased to join Rotary when invited.
h ny first visit there were 28 clubs in Bangl adesh. Wen | nade
ny tenth visit in 1994 there were 83 clubs, 102 Rotaract clubs and
100 Fotary Ml age Gorps.”

The Treatnent and Prevention of Blindness in Bangl adesh
Project still receives IPAC funding from Rotary clubs; and A DAB
(nowcalled AusAD funding is sought each year; but the task is far
fromconpl ete. Miny villages are still to be visited. My people are
still to be hel ped.

By the end of the 1995-96 Rotary year, nore than 250, 000
peopl e wll have received the gift of sight inthis one country al one.
Many tinmes that nunmber wll have avoi ded blindness because of
inproved diet and hygi ene.

This is a brief report of Rotary Bye Ganps in just one snal | coun-
try on the Indian sub-continent. In each of the other countries in
Asia and Africa in which Eye Canps are supported by
Australian Rotary clubs, there is another story of dedicated peopl e
bringing their skills tothe aid of those wo need it.
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Mbile Bye Qinic

A variation on the Bje Ganps is the Rotary Mbile Bye Qinic for
Gitaract Surgery in Indonesia, a joint project of Dstricts 9450 in
Wéstern Australia and 2400, |ndonesia.

In 1991 a Rotary Foundation 3-H Gant of $US157,545 was
awarded to establish and run the project for two years. The
sponsoring Rotary clubs, Perth and Bali Sanur, appointed nanage-
nent committees to ensure efficient adninistration at both ends.

John Pizey of the Rotary Q ub of Scarborough, a past governor of
the district, was appoi nted honorary engineering consultant to
supervi se the conversion of a Mazda bus into a two-bed operating
theatre. Atrailer was designed to carry the generator, tents, stores
and water.

By arrangement with General Peter Gatian, the then Defence
Forces Chief, the nobile clinic was flown by RAAF Hercules to
Denpasar Airport, Bali, on My 13, 1991.

Two Australian volunteer ophthal nol ogi sts, Or. Peter G aham of
Perth and Dr. Ceoffrey Cohn of Sydney, were appointed
consultants to the project and, on their recomendation, Dr.
Wyan Dharyata of Bali was chosen as the ophthal nic surgeon.
Three nurses were selected for the clinic by the Balinese Health
Departnent. The teamperforned the first cataract operation in the
clinic on May 29, 1991.

Between May, 1991 and April, 1996 nore than 7,000 poor peas-
ant nen, wonen and children in the nountains and villages of Bali
had had their sight restored, the majority by intra-ocular |ens
inplant (1Qs) at a cost of only $50 per inplant. (Gost of a sinilar
operation in Australia is in excess of $4,000.) Mre than 50, 000
peopl e had been screened and gl aucoma preventive measures
taken where indicated. And the clinic was pioneering a conmunity-
based eye surgery program invol ving organi sed screening,
co-ordi nated scheduling and free governnent television and radi o
educat i onal prograns.

Australian vol unteer ophthal nol ogi sts trained six local surgeons
in the latest inplant techniques. Speciaist nurses from Prince of
Vel es Hospital in Sydney trained local nurses in operating theatre
disciplines and sterilisation. Australian vol unteer orthoptists trai ned

132

COVMUNI TI ES ABROAD

the local staff in screening techniques. Or. [Charyata spent three
weeks in Perth for special training wth Ophthal nol ogy
Prof essor |an Qonstabl e.

In early 1996, Project Orector John Hollingshead reported that
the work was continuing and that, with AlDAB (AusAlD assi stance,
woul d be extended into other parts of |ndonesia

“It is believed that 1.6 percent of the Indonesian population is
blind. That’s 3,200,000 people,” he said;, “and 60 percent of these
are blind due to cataracts —1, 900, 000 peopl e.

“The solution is to increase the nunber of |ndonesi an opht hal nol -
ogists trained in the latest technol ogy; and the Mbile Eye
AQinic provides an imediate training platformfor Q. mcro-
surgery.”

The nost recent devel opnent in this continuing project was to
establish a pernmanent Community Eye Care and Blindness
Prevention Gentre at Denpasar, to be opened in 1996.

It seens likely that Rotary clubs wll continue to support
projects to restore the sight of people who could never afford the
necessary operations. Rotarians wll not soon forget that the late
Professor Fred Hollows received the Fotary International Verld
Understanding and Peace Anard for 1993 in recognition of his
naj or contribution to this nost worthy objective: the precious gift
of sight to those who have precious little of anything.

LI TERACY

There are nillions of illiterate people in the world. They are i nme-
diately disadvantaged by being unable to qualify for any but the
nost nenial enploynent. They are at risk because they are unabl e
to read public warnings in streets or in papers, health warnings on
packages or sinple instructions on any nedication they are fortu-
nat e enough to be given. The sad story is told of anilliterate village
community, in which the children were starving, using a gift of
clearly-labell ed pondered nmlk, which might have saved the lives of
their children, to whitewash their sinple dwellings. They are
deprived of the benefits of education, the know edge available only
t hr ough t he printed wor d and t he
pleasures of reading great literature. Literacy is the only solution to
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the sel f-perpetuating cycle of poverty and ignorance. Literacy
shoul d be the birthright of every child born in the nodern world.

Many prograns to pronote literacy in overseas countries have
been devel oped by Fotary in Australia. Gfts of books and teachi ng
aids for schools have been a part of world commnity service
activities since the 1950s; but it was not until 1979 that w de-
spread work for world literacy began as a unified Rotary programas
part of President dem Renouf’’s “Reach Qut” thene, devel oped
through the 3-H programin associ ati on with UNESQQ

The Literacy in Thailand proj ect

The naj or canpaign in Australia began in 1987 and was |ed by
Dr. Dck Vdlker of the Fotary Qub of Salisbury, Qeensland, and
past governor of Ostrict 9630, a retired educationist and head of
the Reading Research CGentre in Queensland which had devel oped
teachi ng nethods that proved effective in all |anguages.

The advancenent of literacy through sponsorship of teachers
and by the use of volunteers has becone another of the communi -
ty service activities supported regularly by a | arge nuner of cl ubs;
but it isto Dck WVl ker that Rotary in Australia is indebted for the
respect in which it is held for its advancenent of literacy in Thai -
land, Bangl adesh, the nations of the South Pacific, India, South
Anerica and Zi nbabwe.

In the early 1980s the Goncentrated Language Encounter (CLE)
net hod of teaching had been devel oped by a staff nenber of the
Readi ng Research Centre in Brisbane and had been seen to be hi gh-
Iy successful; so that when Dick Walker was invited to
Thailand to hel p the Sinakharinwrot Uhiversity to set up courses in
the teaching of reading within a Masters’ programand al so to devel -
op a programat the Lhiversity's Henentary Denonstration School ,
he and a colleague and fellowFRotarian, Or. Brendan Bartlett, were
abl e to denonstrate ALE literacy teachi ng.

Dr. Saowal ak Rattanavi ch, who was in charge of the program and
her col | eagues at the Lhiversity sawthe CLE net hodol ogy as a pos-
sible answer to Thailand's seemingly intractable problem of gross
school failure anong the millions of illiterate subsistence-farning
famlies in the border provinces. Mllions of these rura poor pack
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into sluns around the large cities, unable to participate in their
country’s industrial progress because they |ack the basic skills nec-
essary for enpl oynent.

In trials at the denonstration school, the teaching nethods
proved spectacul arly successful .

In 1986 a Matched Gant project, sponsored by the Rotary d ub
of Salisbury and Dstrict 9630, was approved to pilot the first year
of a Thai language literacy programin four schools near the
Canbodi an border; econonical ly the poorest and educational ly the
nost di sadvant aged of the border regions. D ck Vel ker worked wth
teachers and governnent authorities in this region for two nonths
as they learned and tested CLE t eachi ng.

Later in the year, in an independent eval uation, Rotarian John
Chapman of the British Qoen University confirmed that the
previously al nost total failure had been replaced by a hi gh success
rate inthe pilot schools; and that the fornerly negative attitude to
school and | earning had been conpl etely reversed.

The next phase of the programwas to gain agreenent between
the Lhiversity, Rotary in Thailand and education offices to devel op
a full elenentary literacy programto be piloted in 40 school s and
then help themto extend it to 1,000 classroons at each grade
level across four provinces. Local admnistrators and teacher-train-
ers would be trained to go on extending the program and printed
programnaterial s would be provided. Wen all parties had agreed
to participate in a five year plan a $US680,000 3-H Gant was
approved by The Rotary Foundation for the “Literacy in Thailand
Proect”.

Dick Wl ker's role now becane that of consultant and contact
person for The Fotary Foundation; and, until local expertise was
devel oped, he was the sole nenber of the project teamwth
experience and qualifications in large-scale literacy program
devel opnent. He was thus called upon to do a great deal of “hands-
on” work. The “language barrier” did not make his task any easier;
but he received outstanding support from 3-H Project Chairnan
Noraseth Patjhnanand and the District 3350 governors of those
years.

By 1989 the work was seen as so successful that the Thai
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Mnistry of Education requested its extension to other regions of
educational deprivation. Rotary clubs in Thailand raised funds to
send the project teamto train 27 teachers and supervisors to trial
the programin the five provinces al ong the Ml aysi an border, nore
than 1600 kilonetres anay. Two nonths later the students in the
tria schools were already far outstripping those in other school s.

In 1990 it was calculated that the cost of further devel oping the
programin these areas —training teachers and teacher-trainers
and providing materials —would cost $US150, 000; so Jack
Nankervis of Ml bourne, past governor of Dstrict 9800, answered
Ock's call for help and co-ordinated the fundraising by Australian
Rotary clubs with a Matching Gant fromThe Rotary Foundation and
a subsidy fromA DAB

The Thai Rotary clubs then funded the project teamto train
teachers in the “HII-tribe” provinces of the far north, where early
success was followed by an announcenent from the Mnistry of
Education that the 1992-96 M an for National Devel opnent woul d
include adoption of Dick Vélker's curriculum and et hodol ogy
nationw de; and he was asked for help to put two denonstration
school s in every other province in Thailand during 1992.

As Dck rather nodestly puts it: “The project teamin Thailand
supplied that hel p without ny invol venent.”

In just four years of the five year program this literacy project
had provi ded the neans for Thai Rotarians, Uhiversity personnel and
Mnistry of Education officials, by working together, to change the
face of literacy education in their country. They now had the pro-
gram the strategies, the denonstration schools and the
expertise needed to conplete the task. Mllions of children have
benefited and mllions nore wil becone literate in the future.

D ck Wil ker went on to develop the teaching of English in
Thai | and, using the sane nethods, wth the hel p of Jack Nankervis
(again), Geg Ross (another past governor of District 9800) who
also played a m@jor role, and Dr. Basil Shaw (1995-96 governor of
Dstrict 9600) and his wfe, Beth.
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Ext ensi on

The program was then extended to Bangl adesh, the Pacific
Islands nations, Z nbabwe, India and South Anerica.

There were what Dck Vel ker referred to as “conpl enentary”
projects for which the literacy programwas the catal yst. Qne such
“fringe benefit” was the fish pond project, described earlier in this
chapter.

In 1992, in recognition of his contribution to education in
Thailand, D ck wal ker was awarded the tbnorary Degree of Doctor
of Education in Qurriculumand Instruction by the Uhiversity of
Srinkarinwirot, the Testamur being presented by Her Royal
H ghness, Princess Mihachakri Srindhorn. He was referred to by a
senior Thai Rotarian as “Father of Thai Literacy”.

MIlions of books

An interesting devel opnent in 1986 was the sponsorship by the
Rotary G ub of Sydney of the Ranfurly Library Service in Australia

Ater his nmlitary service in Verld Vér |1, the BEarl of Ranfurly was
sent off to be Governor of the Bahamas as successor to the Duke
of Wndsor (ex-King Edward MI1). Hs Gountess, a young wonan of
renar kabl e perception, great conpassion, a highly-devel oped soci al
consci ence and extraordi nary deternination, soon discovered that
there was widespread illiteracy in the Qolony because so nany
young peopl e, who had been taught to read in el ementary school,
had | ost their reading skills sinply because they had no books.

She asked for books. The olonial Gfice suggested that it was a
Mnistry of Education problem The Mnistry of Education was
satisfied that its responsibilities did not extend beyond the borders
of the United Kingdom The Governor’'s Lady was singularly
uni npressed but equal |y undi snayed; however, her continued
entreaties, through Hs Excellency, to various officials at hone, |ed
only to frustration expressed in unconplinentary references to the
intelligence and conpetence of certain dvil Servants (no doubt
carefully instructed in their duties by Sr Hinphrey Appl eby).

She wote to her nany friends and relations in BEngland. “Send
books!” she dermanded.

They sent books. She demanded nore. Her friends were nildly
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nonpl ussed; but, if Hermone, Qountess of Ranfurly, wanted books,
then books she shoul d have. They sent nore books, and nore; and
by the tine the Earl and Guntess had conpl eted their tour of Mce
Regal duty, there were enough books in the local libraries estab-
lished by this Qwernor's Lady to satisfy the needs of the young
peopl e and to ensure that their reading skills would not be | ost.

Returning to Britain, they were invited by an inpressed ol onial
Gfice to consider helping in other British colonies and new y-
i ndependent forner col oni es.

So was born the Ranfurly Library Service, with the Earl as
chai rman and his Lady as vice chairnan and fiel d coomander (after
all, she was a general’s daughter) who quickly comrandeered
premises in the ol d stables at Kensington Pal ace Barracks and con-
scripted her friends as volunteers; wlling or unwlling, it realy nade
very little difference. She recruited nmen with the
influence to provide free space on ships (Naval or nerchant), and
aircraft (RAF or comrmercial) to take books to the outposts of what
had been the Enpire.

She called on Rotary for help wth the coll ection of books; and the
Ranfurly Library Service becane the first continuing project of
Rotary International in Britain and Ireland (RI.B1); and hundreds of
neniers of Inner Wieel joined the workforce of “Lady R to sort,
pack and despat ch books.

By the early 1980s this voluntary organisation had sent nore
than 19 nmllion books to devel oping Commonweal th countries,
including the Island nations of the Pacific.

Both Lord and Lady Ranfurly had worked in Australia in the
1930s. In fact it was here that they net when she was a secretary
to the New South Wl es Governor’'s wife and he was an aide-
de-canp to the Governor Ceneral. They had many Australian
friends; and Lady Ranfurly suggested to one of themthat the
South Pacific and South East Asia could be better served wth
books by a centre in Australia than fromBritain.

Being a Rotarian, he naturally sought the assistance of Rotary,
first discussing the suggestion wth RI. Past Vice President
Douglas Sewart and then, on his advice, submtting a fornal
proposal to President Tom Cappi e-Wod of the Rotary Qub of
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Sydney, who pronptly appointed a coomttee wth Ken Horler as
chai rnan to establish the service.

Wth initial funding and the workforce fromthe Rotary Qub of
Sydney, The Ranfurly Library Service was incorporated in 1986 as
an independent charitabl e organisation strongly supported by
Rotary clubs. By the beginning of 1996 it had shipped nore than
800, 000 books to Papua New Guinea and the Pacific Islands and its
chairman is confident that its millionth book wll be despatched in
1997. The snall workforce is nade up of Rotarians, I|nner Weel
nmenbers and some Probus menbers and Soroptimnsts.

The appoi ntnent of Ken Horler was soon shown to be a stroke of
geni us; for he becane the chairnman of the Ranfurly Library Service
Inc., a position he still holds, and proved to be as resourceful as
Lady Ranfurly in seeking out and persuadi ng shipping conpanies,
airlines and the Arned Forces to convey books to areas of need.
Qily when al| else fails does the Ranfurly Library Service pay freight.
Bven the captain of the FRoyal Yacht, Bitania was not inmune
fromKen Horler’s blandi shnents and agreed to deliver a consign-
nent of books, while a forner Prine Mnister of Australia found hi m
sel f acconpani ed by several cartons of books on his MP jet when
he visited Vanuat u.

Though perennial |y short of funds, the Ranfurly Library Service in
Australia continues to serve the cause of literacy in a very
practical way. Support by naking an annual col |l ection of books and
by nmaki ng a nodest donation to this service has been recomend-
ed to Rotary clubs by the Australian Rotary Institute as a si npl e and
effective mnor Varld Gommunity Service project.

At the 1987 Rotary International Convention in Minich,
Gernany, Hermone, Qountess of Ranfurly, was presented with The
1986-87 Rotary International Anard for International Uhderstand-
ing. Inthe sane year the Rotary A ub of Sydney was chosen by R1.
President MA T. Caparas as the recipient of the Wrld
Communi ty Service Project Anard for establishing the Ranfurly
Library Service.

Though in the foregoing the najor nationally or regionally-
organi sed or co-ordinated world community service projects and
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prograns have been briefly described, only a fewindividual clubini-
tiatives and district prograns in this vast area of service have been
menti oned. Choose any issue of Rotary Down Under at
randomand the probability is several world conmunity service pro-
jects, large and snall, wll be described;, and these, of course, are
only those reported —a snall fraction of the total nunber under -
taken. Those referred to in this chapter, therefore, can be regarded
only as representative of the many, to suggest the scope and
extent of Australian Fotary's world community service.

Above Left —Rotary Volunteer Patricia CGanning, of the Fotary Qub of MII Point-
South Perth, WA, wth the Mbile Qinic senior ophthal nol ogi st Doctor Dharyata.

Above R ght —The Royal Australian Navy guided-missile frigate HVAS Darwi n took
tine out froma busy schedule to transfer nedical equipnent via a helicopter from
the ship to Bali International Arport. The equi pnent was |loaded at HVAS Stirling
before the ship's departure for Exercise Kangaroo ' 95 and a Sout h-East Asian

depl oynent. HVAS Darw n conveyed the equipnent to Bali on behal f of the Rotary

Australia's first
Poli oPlus commit -
tee: Fomleft,
standi ng: Rod
Easdown (Eric Wite
& Associ ates),
Harley Tarrant, Ken
Nal |, Les Wiitcroft,
John Carrick, Bl
Mahony, Royce
Abbey; seated: dem
Renouf, Bl
Thornton, Barry
Dadson, Ray Sadler,
Bl Rifus.
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Gficia opening of The Wiarf at
Wisu, a FAIMproject, in 1968.
Assistant Mnisterial Mnber M.
Meck Singiliong, Adnministrator M.
D Q Hy and school teacher M.
Abvent Tarosi wal k along the
whar f .

In 1968 Siew Lin Tang, 10, was
brought to Australia from Kuchi ng,
Sarawak, by the Rotary Qub of .
Peters, South Australia, for a delicate
heart operation at the Royal Adel ai de
Hospital. In her six weeks in Australia
she | earned enough English to nake a
little farenel | speech. She took hone a
specia little friend

1978-79 R1. President A em Renouf displays
a 3-H Banner and Pl aque presented to cl ubs
rai sing $15 and $20 per nenber for the ini-
tial Health, Hiunger, Hunanity appeal .
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