CHAPTER SEVEN

I N THE WORKPLACE

NDOUBTEDLY the nost misunderstood “avenue” of service in

Rotary and the one about which there is little agreenent is
vocational service. To clarify its neaning, sone Rotarians have
descri bed vocational service as “Rotary at work where we work” or,
nore sinply, “Rotary in the workpl ace”.

Intended to give practical expression to the second part of the
pj ect of Rotary: (to encourage and foster) “Hgh ethical standards
in busi ness and professions, the recognition of the worthiness of all
useful occupations and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s
occupation as an opportunity to serve society”, it has proved to be
a stunbling block to those who prefer clear-cut instructions to
phi | osophi cal consi derati ons.

There is little argunent about the need for high ethical
standards or about the desirability of recognising the worthiness of
useful occupations. The probl emarises when the Rotary club seeks
to undertake practical projects in vocational service.

Because a vocational service conmttee is one of each Rotary
club's “najor” coomttees, under the |eadership of a club director,
nost clubs believe that the coomittee should be required to
undertake particul ar projects in vocational service in the nanner of
community and international service conmttees; but many see
vocational service as the responsibility of every nenber of the
club; and the task of the vocational service conmittee as no nore
than the pronotion, wthin the club, of vocational excellence, high
ethical standards and friendy, courteous service.

In March, 1935, an Australian Rotary Qonference was held in Ml -
bourne (being the 8th Annual onference of the 65th Dstrict and
the 5th Annual Gonference of the 76th D strict). It was attended by
Rotary Founder Paul Harris; and the two district governors, Angus
Mtchell and Thomas Arnmstrong, shared the honour of
presiding. A fine address on Vocational Service was delivered by
Bic Lingard of Newcastle; one of Australia s great Rotarians and a
di sti ngui shed newspaper editor.

“The subject is difficut and unpopular,” he said. “It has been
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sidestepped by nearly all of the 3,700 Fotary clubs of the world —
this dangerous and delicate subject of ‘Vocational Service'.” And,

after giving sound advice on the subject, which was apparently as
msunderstood then as it is now and after suggesting a set of stan-
dards for business and prof essi onal conduct, he summed up: —

“The vocational service commttee has appeared, in nost
instances, to be the club dnderella. This conmittee cannot col |l ec-
tively do the nenfbers’ job. Its work is purely propaganda. . . directed
towards each nenber. It has to guide, to assist, to enthuse and
encour age nenfbers in the exercise of their personal opportunity to
serve in their vocations.

“There is plenty to do . . . Provide the programcommittee wth
nore addresses on the subject. Fan forum groups. Fnd out the
activities of nenbers. Advocate nenbership in trade and profes-
sional associations. Pan special activities. Arange plenty of ‘ny
job taks."O

\Vocational service, as anideal, began quite early in the history of
Rotary with the el ection to neniership of the Rotary A ub of Chica-
go of one Arthur Frederick Sheldon in 1908. Shel don was the
founder of a school of sal esmanship and the pronoter of business
rel ations whose personal nission was to persuade the world that
busi ness should not be notivated by greed and practised in an
at nosphere of hostility and ruthless conpetition but should be
seen as an opportunity to serve society.

Soon after he becane a nenber, Fred Sheldon was given the
chai rmanship of a Cormttee on Business Methods to encourage
and assist in inplenenting the idea that each Rotarian’s busi ness
net hods nust warrant the confidence not only of his fellow
Rotarians but al so of the general public. As other clubs were forned
they also gave attention to this aspect of Rotary; and when the
first convention (at which the National Association of Rotary G ubs
was forned) was held in 1910, Sheldon, in a speech at the closing
banquet, enphasi sed t he i nportance of business ethics and nade it
clear that corruption and wunfair practices were
unaccept abl e and nust be el i mnat ed.

“The distinguishing mark of the commercialism of the 19th
Gentury,” he said, “was conpetition —do others before they do
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you. In this 20th Century the hunan race is approaching w sdom
The distinguishing nark of this century is to be co-operation. As
nan cones into the light of wisdom he cones to see that right
conduct towards others pays, that business is the science of hunan
service and that he profits nost who serves his fellows best.”

Next year, at the convention in Portland, Qegon, Benjamin F.
Qllins proposed that the proper way to organise a club was
through the principle of “service not self”.

The two nottoes, slightly nodified to “Service above Self” and
“He profits nost who serves best” thus cane into general use in
1911, though they were not officially adopted until 1950. A the
1912 convention, of the five “goal s” adopted, two referred to
busi ness ethics: “the pronotion and recognition of the worthi ness
of all useful occupations” and “high ethical standards in business
and prof essions” (both now enshrined in the (bject of Rotary). By
the 1920s fair business practice had been adopted by nany trade
and professional associations in Awerica and Europe, for which
Rotary clains sone credit.

British Rotarians, however, were not particularly happy wth the
termnol ogy and sought an alternative to “business nethods”; but
it was not easy to condense into sinple words the concept of
servi ce to society through busi ness and professional activity. \Wen
Rotary finaly arrived at its four fields (later called avenues) of
service for a Rotarian: in his club, in his comunity, internationaly
and through his profession, business, calling, trade, craft or other
occupation, soneone suggested “vocation” to cover the lot; so
that in 1927, “Mocational Service” officially replaced “Business
Met hods” as the description for this avenue of service.

Wien Rotary arrived in Australia in 1921, the newy recruited
Rotarians found no difficulty in accepting the idea of ethical
behaviour in their various occupations. The first Antipodean
Rotarians were all nen of distinction whose integrity was beyond
guestion; and their standards were inposed, probably w thout con-
scious effort on their part, on those who followed them Qe did
not (and does not now) propose a person for Rotary nenbership
unless one is sure of that person’'s character; and the fact that a
few have been found to be |ess than honourable in no way
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di mini shes the responsibility of every nenber.

In New Zeal and, Harold T. Thonas, who joined the Rotary Qub of
Auckl and in 1923 and was |ater (1959-60) to serve as president of
Rotary International, was particularly inpressed by the
“crusade” of Fred Sheldon and was largely instrunental in pronot -
ing his ideas in the Doninion and subsequently throughout this
region and then around the worl d.

Fromtheir early days, Rotary clubs included discussions of
busi ness and professional ethics in their club prograns and nade
“busi ness practice” and “ethics” the subject of innunerable
“fireside chats”; and “case studies” (in which a hypothetical case is
outlined to a group and the ethical considerations are di scussed)
were popul ar vocational service exercises in clubs; but the idea of
vocational service projects did not emerge as a general practice,
under that heading until the 1950s, when clubs began to conduct
careers advi sory prograns at secondary school s.

Thi s was when the w despread di scussi ons began about what was
or was not a vocational service project. Vs the provision of voca-
tional information to young people really vocational service or was
it coomunity service? Snmlarly, was a booklet listing all the enpl oy-
ers and the qualifications they expected of prospective enpl oyees
inthe club area vocational or community service? And, to nake the
nmatter even nore conplicated, was sponsorship of a mgrant fani -
l'y, finding acconmodation and providing enpl oynent for the bread-

winner an international, community or vocational
service project? The discussions continued;, and continue to this
day.

Meanwhi | e, clubs began to consider a different kind of vocational
service project: awards for vocational excellence to peopl e who had
made an inportant contribution to society through their
vocations, or to local firns or to enployees of local firns who had
denonstrated a high standard of service to the public. These
anards are usual ly presented at a | uncheon or dinner neeting of the
club to which the recipients, their enpl oyers and fanmlies and sone-
tines civic dignitaries are invited.

A vocational service award was introduced to the Rotary dub of
Sydney by Fred Birks in 1926. He presented a silver cup to be
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anarded to a citizen of Sydney, nan or wonan, who, in the opinion
of a coomittee to be appointed by the Board, had perforned the
best community service during the year, wthout having recei ved
any other recognition. For his work in cancer research, Rotarian Dr.
Frank Sandes was the recipient of the first anard. The award appar -
ently did not continue inits origina form but it was re-inaugurated
in 1959 to recognise outstanding service through the recipient’s
vocationinthe spirit of “Service above Self”. Recipients have repre-
sented education, business, nedicine, science, the arts, religion and
trade uni ons.

The Rotary Qub of Ml bourne introduced its Annual Vocational
Service Anard in 1964 for a person, Rotarian or not, “who has given
outstanding service to the coomunity through his vocation wthin
the territoria linits of the club.” The first recipient was Rotarian
Qiver J. Nlson for services to the conmunity through conmercial
broadcasting. Ml bourne’s list of recipients a so includes distin-
gui shed citizens froma wde range of callings.

Encour agenent of vocational excell ence takes nany forns. The
Fotary dub of Ryde, NSW and Dstrict 968 (9680), adopted a
proposal by Les Wiitcroft to issue netal plaques to be displayed in
thousands of busi ness houses and professional practices. The
pl aque, nade and distributed by Les Wiitcroft as his personal con-
tribution, bore the legend “Pride of WWrknanship: Do it Owce —Do
it Vell —Build a Better Australia’. This was taken up by other dis-
tricts and was suitably nodified for use across the Tasnan.
A Rotarian obstetrician who displayed the plague in his consul ting
roons reported that it net wth a mxed reaction.

An interesting aspect of vocational service was the adoption of
“The Four Wy Test”; a sinple but badl y-worded series of questions
which one is expected to ask onesel f when entering into any
busi ness transaction. The Four Vdy Test was devised by Herbert J.
Tayl or who assuned control of a bankrupt conpany in the US A
during the depression years. He later said that he had been able to
bring the conpany back to profitability sinply by introducing his
Four Vdy Test to all the conpany’s staff. It reads (infull) “The Four
My Test of the things we think, say and do: 1. Isit the Truth? 2. Is
it Fair to Al Gncerned? 3. WII it Build Godwll and Better Fiend-
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ships? 4. WII it be Beneficial to Al Goncerned?’

The Four Wy Test was introduced to Rotary as a vocational
service criterion in the 1940s and was being wdely used by the
early 50s. Wien Herb Tayl or served as president of Rotary Interna-
tional (1954-55) he authorised Fotary to use it officially.

An anonynous staff witer at the Rotary International Secretariat
describes it thus: “The Four Vdy Test is not a code or a creed but a
stinllus to self-appraisal. It is not a pledge, but rather a spring-
board to voluntary self-inprovenent. It is not a sernon, although
any nunber of sernons have been preached on it. It ains to
encourage the ethical instincts in every person and constitutes a
sinple and practical guide for people of all cultures.”

The Four Wiy Test was adopted w th enthusi asm and pronot ed
wth vigour by Anerican Rotarians and was general ly accepted in
other parts of the world, sonetines under a slightly nodified title
(the Fench refer to it as Les Quatre Questions). The British denon-
strated their reservations by quietly allowng it to renain in the
literature but appear to have done little to pronote its use (in fact
it was described by Roger Levy in his excellent Hstory of Rotary in
Geat Bitainand Ireland as “. . . a piece of honespun norality wth
vhich R1.B . Rotarians were never unani nously confiortabl €”) while
inAustralia it has been the subject of al nost constant debate (in a
highly civilised nanner, of course) sonetines at neetings and con-
ferences and frequently in the correspondence pages of Rotary
Down Under. Those who favour it defend it stoutly and those who
find it an enbarrassnent advance their reasons for opposing its
use. h one point nost Australian Rotarians are agreed: if one does
keep a framed copy of the Four ey Test or a plaque on which it is
engraved in one's office, it shoud face the Rotarian, not his client
or custoner.

Miny have proposed that it be anended; but this is not possible
as the copyright is held by The Four Vdly Test Inc. inthe USA and
its use by Rotary is licensed by that organisation. Qhers have para-
phrased it, one governor (who shall renmain nanel ess) by
issuing an exhortation to “Be truthful, be fair, be friendy, be
hel pful”, but nothing, it seens, is likely to replace “The Test” in the
affection of its faithful adherents who cannot agree wth those who
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clamthat it is absurd because it is not universally applicable to
everything “we think, say and do” and that it is ungranmati cal, sim
plistic and philosophically untenable. It is certain that the debate
wll continue.

A footnote to the Four Wy Test suggests that it is “out of this
world’, for, when the American astronauts were preparing for their
voyage to the moon, RI. Past President Herb Tayl or presented
Rotarian Mlonel E (Buzz) Adrin wth a Four Wy Test bal | -poi nt
pen —one of those on which the four questions appear in turnin a
little wndow as the point is extended and retracted. Before | eaving
the noon to return to the nore congeni al environnent of the Earth,
Ed pushed the pen, point first, into the lunar dust and left it there.

It nay be fairly said that Rotary clubs in Australia did their best
wth vocational service, the “Gnderella’ of their avenues of service,
trying toinculcate the idea that honesty is the best policy not only
because it is norally right but because it is good business; and that,
likewse, efficient, wlling and friendy service is desirable for the
advancenent of good will and is also good business. It becane
fashionable to refer to “enlightened self-interest”. A the same
tine they continued to devise a large nunber of projects, sone
quite clearly val uable conmunity projects having a tenuous rel a-
tionship wth enpl oynent.

In 1970 the Australian Rotary Institute pondered the problem
faced by clubs in their understanding of vocational service and
appointed a snall committee to investigate and report. A the
following Institute gathering (1971) the ad hoc comittee
recoomended the election of an Institute standing coomittee on
vocational service: and the Australian Vocational Advisory
Gmittee (AVAQ cane into existence with Lionel Gatt as chair-
nan and David Qarkson, Phil Kearns, Fred Stewart and Ross Irvine
as nenbers (all from South Australia). Its brief was to issue an
advi sory handbook for the benefit of all club vocational service
committees, setting out the basic responsibilities in vocational
service of Rotarians in general and vocational comnmttee chairnen
in particular. The handbook was to be issued each year and
regularly revised wth the addition of vocational service projects
and prograns found by other clubs to have been successful .
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A new cormttee of three nenbers is el ected every three years,
all nenbers of the conmittee for each three-year term being
chosen fromthe sanme State; conmttee nenbers thus serve from
all Sates in rotation. The handbook, subsequently re-naned The
Vocational Service Drector’s uide, has been issued
annual |y to all clubs in Australia since 1973

Apart from the careers conferences/ narkets/nights, large and
snal |, and the simulated job interviens and other projects to help
young people in their quest for enploynment described under
services to youth, and the vocational awards presented now by so
nany, clubs have shown a great deal of ingenuity in devising
vocati onal servi ce proj ects.

During the years of the Geat Depression in the 1930s, the train-
ing of young people in many trades collapsed. Youth were
virtually denied the right to work. Apprenticeships were severely
rationed, wages were reduced, inpossible conditions were inposed
on enployers and unions were demanding reforns. In this
at nosphere, the vocational service conmttee of the Rotary Q ub of
Mel bourne, in 1934-35-36 hel d di scussions wth trade, industry and
Governnent on youth training; gathered information,
tabulated its findings and alerted the Gvernnent to the probl ens
and suggested solutions. This resulted in the HthamReport (1936)
and newfacilities for vocational trainingin technical schools.

In 1961 the Melbourne club initiated the “Train of Know edge’
project. Wrking first with the Rotary Qub of Vérrnanbool, and
with the co-operation of Railways and Tranways Departnents, the
club brought 1,200 senior students from schools in the Véstern
Dstrict by train to Mlbourne and were shown no fewer than 60
pl aces of enpl oynent where they were able to see, and ask ques-
tions about the trades or professions in which they had shown
interest. Qoiously this involved the Rotarians in a great deal of
work, neeting trains, shepherding their charges onto trans and
buses and taking themto the various business houses and facto-
ries. The exercise, which proved to be very successful, was repeat -
ed in partnership wth Mrnington and Mrwell clubs later in the
sane year.

As a reciprocal vocational service project, the Rtary Qub of
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Kyabram devel oped the “Train of Know edge in Reverse” in 1968
with the Rotary Qub of Keilor, bringing a party of Ml bourne
suburban students to see rural industries at first hand: farns,
orchards, vineyards, butter and cheese factories, canning factories
and the research station. The students were billeted wth Rotary
fanlies.

An essay conpetition conducted by the Fotary dub of Pennant
HIls, New South Vel es, was its vocational service project for 1967.
Prizes were offered to first year (year seven) students at |ocal
secondary school s for the best essay on “M Choice of a Vocation.”

At the Dstrict 280 (9800) Gonference in 1967 the Rotary Q ub
of Box HII, Mctoria, presented a vocational service session, after
which, as a vocational service project, nade a case studies |eaflet
avail abl e to other cl ubs.

An apprentice was awarded a two-weeks vocational tour of
Sydney and Newcastle by the Rotary A ub of Prospect, South
Australia, as one of its projects in 1968. To qualify for the avard,
as vell as denonstrating vocational excel | ence, apprentices had to
be engaged in activities of service to the conmunity.

Hnts on Job Interviews was a snall |eaflet sponsored by the
FRotary dQub of Henley Beach, South Australia, and distributed to
nore than 1,000 seni or secondary school students. The sinple pro-
ject was described by Perce Shirner in Rotary Down Under in Feb-
ruary, 19609.

Inpressed by the sinplicity and effectiveness of the Henl ey
Beach project, the Rotary dQub of North Sydney, New South Vél es,
in 1971 used it on which to base a 10-nminute, 16mm col our film
entitled Applying for a Job which was nade avail able, through
Rotary clubs, to schools and other institutions.

Qre club that had no doubts about the value of the Four Wy
Test was Bexley, New South Véles. As its 1972 vocational service
project the club presented Four Vdy Test plaques to local school s
and designed, printed and distributed to school children
thousands of attractive book-narks with the Test promnently
di spl ayed. This canpai gn was acconpanied by tal ks to schools on
the Four Wy Test.

Wrk experience is a conmon activity in 1996, but it was being
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pioneered as a vocational service project in the 1970s. The Rotary
Qub of Port Frie, South Australia, in 1976 arranged for girls under -
taking commercial courses at local high schools to spend a week
working for businesses in the town, not al of which were operated
by Rotarians. The programwas judged a success and was conti nued
and expanded in the fol l owing years.

Taking the “Pride of Vdrknanshi p” plaques initiated by Les Wit -
croft a step further, the Rotary Qub of Pennant HIIls, in 1976,
began the Pride of Vérknanshi p Anards, encouraging clubs to pre-
sent a handsone, inscribed wall plaque to people in their
communi ties judged by their enployers to have earned them The
idea was quickly adopted by clubs across the continent, reaching
Darwi n in 1980.

“Task Force 100", directed by Daryl Heath, was a 1978 proj ect
l'aunched by the Rotary Qub of Geelong, Mctoria, in which the club
nmenbership of 120 was divided into 12 teans to approach
enpl oyers, asking themto take on a young person under the
Gover nnent - subsi di sed Speci al Youth Enpl oynent Training
Program the target being 100 pl acenents. The target was
achi eved and 91%of the young peopl e invol ved gai ned work skills
| eadi ng to pernanent enpl oynent .

Building trades apprentices were given practical training as a
vocational service project of the Rotary O ub of Nerang,
Queensl and, which (wth the co-operation of the Mster Builders’
Associ ation, the appropriate trade unions and the TAFE ol | ege) set
themto work building a house. Onh conpl etion the house was sol d,
the profits being used to establish a library for the building industry
at the TAFE <college and to provide energency
accommodati on for young people in the building trades.

The R verland and Mallee Apprentice of the Year Award,
sponsored by the Fotary Qub of Renmark, South Australia, since
1981 wth Bob Twyford as the driving force, had becone, within a
few years, one of the region’s najor annual events and had served
the recipients well intheir future careers.

The few referred to above were all described as vocational ser-
vice projects by their clubs. Not everyone woul d agree that they
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qualify. Oh the other hand, al nost everyone would agree that they
—and the thousands of others not recorded —were val uabl e ser-
vices, no natter by which club cormttee they were carried out.

In a recent report to the Institute, the Australian \bcational
Advisory Cormittee commented: “Fromour observation, Rotary is
crying out for firmand positive direction in vocational service. It
seens vague or even nisunderstood by nmany Rotarians and .
shoul d be pronoted and explained at every opportunity.” Hus sa

change . . .!
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Bednets inpregnated to conbat nalaria are used in boarding schools in
Vanuat u.

Bel ow —M Il agers dip bed nets
in pernethrin under the

‘ supervi sion of Health
Departnent of ficials.

Above —Port Mla Rotarian
Jacques Schel pens t akes

bl ood sanpl es from
children in Vanuatu during the
anti-nal aria canpai gn.
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Ml aria is a problemfor
peopl e in the Kokoda district.
Another is at the hospital
with her baby who had con-
tracted the disease.

Left —Master painter PP
Hrry Wilians of the
Rotary Qub of Corrinal,
NSW, and his teamof

pai nters. Pascol assisted in
the provision of paint and
equi prent .

Rght —Kokoda villagers erecting the platformused [
in the opening cerenony. Each village in the district M
cut and decorated a tree, carried it to the site and
then, in one afternoon, with nuch cerenmony and
straining set themup as shown. Jungle vines were
used to pull the trees upright and snaller vines then
used to lash the platformin place.
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SERVI CE | N PAPUA NEW GUI NEA AND
THE SOLOMON | SLANDS

HS chapter is contributed by Or. Basil Shaw Rotary Qub of Bris-

bane West, CGovernor (1995-96) of District 9600, which
includes the Rotary clubs in Papua New Quinea and the Sol omon
Islands. As an historian, Basil Shaw is an authority on these
countries and his specialised knowedge of the forner Territories
has been of inestinable value to Rotary during his year as district
gover nor .

PAPUA NEW GUI NEA
The Early Years, 1957-67: the Frst BHght G ubs

Athough the Fotary Qub of Port Mresby in the Territory of
Papua and New Quinea' was adnitted to Rotary International on
Septenber 17, 1957, there had been enquiries about forming a
Rotary dub in Papua since 1929°. Rotary had been extended to the
island of New Quinea in 1955-56 when the Rotary AQub of Hollandia
was established in Netherlands New Quinea (now Jayapura in the
I ndonesi an province of Irianjaya) so there has been a Rotary pres-
ence on the island of New Quinea for sone forty years.

The early history of Rotary in Papua New Quinea is partly docu-
nmented in tw official Rotary histories by Harold Hint of the Rotary
Qub of Ml bourne’ and PDGSr Arnol d Bennett of the Rotary @ ub of
Brisbane’. Both of these histories are out of print so a brief sunma-
ry follows with conment on what they reported in their chapters on
Rotary in Papua New Gui nea.

Both Harold Hunt and Arnold Bennett record that there was a
nunber of former Rotarians living in Port Mresby who were
interested in starting Rotary in what was in 1956, undistricted
territory’. In 1958 Lex Fraser, then Governor of District 255
(9550), visited the new y-established Port Mresby club and noted
“sone corrections were necessary”. Lex was referring to a lack of
knowt edge of Rotary protocol and procedures and the story is told
inhis account of Rotary in PNGin Arnold Bennett’s history’.

Lex went on to help in the formation of clubs in Groka (1959),
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Lae (1959), Rabaul (1961) and Madang (1962), the first three
bei ng sponsored by Port Mresby club. Madang has an interesting
charter history and the record shows that it had no sponsor club
although it certainly had hel p fromLex Fraser and the Goroka club’.

Gor oka sponsored Wewak (1965) and M Hagen (1967).
Wwak' s charter president was Senior Police |nspector Frank
H o] e t e r ,
curently living in Hrvey Bay, Dstrict 9570, and a Gvernor of that
district in 1981-82°. M Hagen al so had a nucl eus of former Rotari -
ans from Lae and Goroka in its charter nenbership of
29. In al these early clubs the charter nunibers were substantial,
nostly in the high twenties, and nenbership stayed that way dur -
ing this period

The only other club to be admitted to RI. in the sixties was
Boroko. This was the second club to be forned in Port Mreshy,
| ocated away fromthe Harbour anong the conmercial and industri -
al estates of Boroko and the Four Mle and draw ng on Vi gani, the
site of Papua New GQuinea’s first higher education institutions and,
later, the governnent and public service precincts’.

And so the senior Fotary Qubs of Papua New Qiinea — eight in
dl — were established in the decade 1957 to 1967. They were
conposed al nost entirely of expatriate Australians. Included in the
nenber ship were sone of the Territory’s nost senior administra-
tors”; they had access to power and patronage’ and Fotarians nay
vel | have been seen as a privileged elite by the younger | ocal peopl e
who woul d becone the nation's | eaders in 1975.

The clubs were, as yet, undistricted; and apart from regul ar
visits fromLex Fraser and the occasional visitor,” they |acked the
regul ar contact, the counsel and the sense of bel onging that
nenbership in a district provides.

Socially and politically Papua New Gui nea underwent rapi d change
inthis decade. In 1958 Ostrict Advisory Quncils were established
by the Admnistration alowng the participation of local people in
political decisions. In 1962 the Mssion of the WN Trusteeshi p Gun-
cil, chaired by Sr Hiugh Foot, reconmended that steps be taken to
unify the people of the two separate territories by giving them
common ci ti zenshi p.
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Foot al so recommended that |and tenure be reviewed; that a
system of higher education be introduced and that a popul arly
elected national parlianment be established. Subsequently, the
elections for the first Hbuse of Assenbly were held in 1964~

Australian Labor Party | eader Gough Wiitlamvisited PNGin 1962
and 1965 and left no doubts in the mnds of those who heard him
speak that the ALP had a different tinetable in mnd for PNGinde-
pendence than did the coalition governnent™. The Lhiversity of
Papua New Quinea opened its doors in 1966 and Papua New
Qinea's first local political party, the Papua New Quiinea ULhion
(PANQ)) was forned.

These innovations and changes were portents of a rapidly
energing nationalism A national (Ml anesian) identity was slowy
developing in tows such as Port Mresby, Lae and Rabaul,
centres where there were congregations of able young Papua New
Quineans fromall over the country. This sense of a national Ml ane-
sian identity was heightened by the arrival of the Indonesians in
Wst Irian in 1963 and the presence of an Asian culture in the
western hal f of New Quinea. The departure of the Dutch fromthis
part of the country al so narked the termnation of the Rotary club
of Hilland a

A Mel anesi an consci ousness was grow ng whi ch Rotary coul d have
acknow edged by introducing nore local people into the clubs. In
1966 Hiuda Togatia, the first loca nan to join Rotary in Papua New
Quinea and a nenber of the Goroka dub, spoke at the FHrst Annual
Rotary Gonference and he appears to be one of the few Papua New
Giineans to be invited tojoin Rotary inits first ten years™.

Harol d Hunt considers the issue of why there was an absence of
local people in Rotary, his informants telling himthat Rotary
wasn't understood by the locals; that it was too expensive; and
that they felt “in sone way or another that we nust bring out -
standing local people into the scope of Rotary, but exactly how to
go about this wthout appearing to offer charity (or creating a sec-
ond cl ass nenbership) has us all beaten at the nonent”. *’

In 1968 the clubs in Papua New Quinea becane part of Dstrict
255 (9550), which included the Northern Territory and North
Queensl and, Frank Aston being the first governor to nake official
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visits to the clubs. This was a short-lived arrangenent, the clubs
being relocated in DOstrict 260 (9600) the foll ow ng year, because
access by air to PNG was easier and nore econonical from
Brisbane than fromGirns, M Isa or Darwn. Brian Knowes was the
first 9600 Governor to visit the clubs and the Forumthat year was
hel d in Rabaul .

The Second Generation of Q ubs

There were no clubs forned during the period 1967 to 1982.
This is understandabl e because it was a period of even greater
soci o-political change during which self governnment (1973) and
i ndependence (1975) were granted and Australia relinquished its
role as a colonia pover.

ne of the concomitants of this change was the “localisation” of
nmany public service positions and the return to Australia and the WK
of much of the expatriate work force. My Rotarians |eft the coun-
try during this period and retaining and reinvigorating
nener ship in the existing clubs becane the priority for Rotary in
Papua New Gui nea. Many expatriate Australians had their first expe-
rience of Rotary in PNGand this led to a lifetine coomtnent to
Rotary “down south” where they continue to serve. "

In 1982 the first of the second wave of clubs was sponsored by
Lae club at Bul ol o-Véu in Mrobe Province, scene of the first najor
gold discoveries in PNG Kundiawa in the Chinbu Province of the
H ghl ands (1982) was sponsored by M Hagen club. Arawa on the
island of Bougainville (1984) and Hion Qulf (1985), the second
club in the town of Lae, followed in quick succession, both
sponsored by Lae club. Wiere Lex Fraser had been the active
pronoter of Rotary in the fifties and sixties, PP Denis Bradney of
the Lae club, filled this role in the eighties and was responsible for
much of the extension in PNGduring this period.

By 1990 three of the clubs in the country had closed: Kundi ana
(1987), oroka (1989) and Arawa (1990), although Goroka was
reinstated in 1993. The Qwvernors’ Reports of the period tell the
story of Kundiawa and Goroka. DG Bob Herrington, reporting on
Kundi awa to the R1. Branch Gfice in Parramatta in Cotober 1987,
not ed:
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Pat Brennan is the only nenber of the club... Pat is under a

death threat . . . a party of Chinbu entered the roomwhere the
(Rotary) neeting was taking place (Pat and a prospective nem
ber) and abused the neeting . . . riots . . . the charter should be

w t hdrawn except that no one knows where it is since the riots . .

. please let R1. knowthat Kundiawa is no | onger wth us.

John Feros, who reinstated Goroka in 1993 wth the dedi cated
hel p of PP Qharlie Beaver of Hion Gulf club, described the difficul -
ties Rotary was facing in PNGwhen he wote to the Branch of fi ce on
Qctober 17, 1992 of his intention to re-charter Goroka.

@Groka . . . had a proud history of service in the Eastern Hgh-
lands Province until the club disbanded in 1989, due in part, |
understand, to personality clashes in club nenbership. Between
June 1988 and June 1990, FRotary nenbership in PNG declined
dranatically from 289 to 178. There has been sone recovery
since then, despite the difficulties under which Rotary clubs in
P N G
operate, wth increasing problens of law and order, declining
expatriate popul ation, econonic recession and so on.

Arava club flourished in the late eighties because of the devel op-
nent of the giant Bougainville Copper Linited mine at Panguna on
the island of Bougainville in the North Sol onons Province of Papua
New Quinea where it drew on the expatriate popul ations in Arana
and Keta. Reports in Rotary Down Under during Arana’ s short peri -
od of service from1983 to 1990 indicate a vibrant club, “Rotary in
a Tropical Paradise”, hosting FAM teans; supporting The Rotary
Foundation and hel ping the local people wth water and sanitation
projects. " Its closure, due to civil war on Bougainville, resuted in
the loss of twenty-three nenbers to Rotary.

Menber shi p

No records of total nunibers in the PNG clubs during the early
part of this period have been found;, but there were probably
between 150 to 200 nenbers during the period 1957-67, which
increased to 250 during the second phase of extension. The
nmaxi num nunber appears to be 289 at June 30, 1988 prior to the
closure of the Goroka and Arawa clubs. The low point was 178 in
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1990. June 30 1996 figures are 226, ninety of whomare in the
two Port Mresby cl ubs.

Al clubs now have |ocal nenbers, Bulolo-Vdu being the trend
setter wth five of six being Papua New Qui neans. Bul ol o-Vdu is the
smal lest of the PNG clubs in 1996, but nenber for nenber their
contribution to their community is unsurpassed. PP A an Landford
has the distinction of being naned a Paul Harris Fellow by the O s-
trict for his contribution to Rotary in Bilolo, particuarly in relation
to the rebuilding of the Bulolo Hospital by FAMteans during the
1990s.

About half the clubs in PNG have adnmitted wonen and Véwak
and Port Moresby have been far-sighted in admtting the first |ocal
wonen into Rotary. ™

The najority of nenbers in the PNG clubs are expatriates on
short-termcontracts and the turnover of nenbership is consider-
able. This provides difficulties for the education of new nenbers
and for the continuity of club life and projects. PP Gaham Frice
descri bed nenbership in the M Hagen d ub,

W now have 12 nenbers in June 1995. N ne nmenbers
resigned [during the 1994-95 year], due to their leaving PNG
either through contracts conpleted or due to |aw and order
problens in the Véstern Hghlands. V& lost an ex-Rotarian .
who was nurdered in his hone in 1994, and nore recently .
was al so nurdered.

It should be stressed that it is living in Papua New Giinea, not
being a nenber in a Rotary club, which provides the threat to life
and |inb. The breakdown of | aw and order has becone a naj or con-
cern for those living in Papua New Guinea and nost Fotarians have
stories of an encounter wth raskols (Fdgin for “thug’ or “gang-
ster”) or the difficulties associated wth inpl enenting proj ects and
nai ntaining Rotary facilities that are constantly vandal i sed.

Foruns, a Dstrict Gnference and Qher Dstrict Participation

S nce 1966 there has been an annual forum(earlier it was called
a conference) held in Papua New Quinea, hosted in rotation by the
different clubs. This neeting provides an opportunity for the
governor, district officias and other Rotary International officers to
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neet club nenbers, particularly those who have not had an oppor -
tunity to attend the district conference, the Presidents Hect Train-
ing Semnar (PETS) or the Dstrict Assenbly.

It therefore serves nany purposes and the program al so allows
FA'M SWAL and DK officers from Australia to contribute to
discussions. In addition the Forumallows national and provincial
health, welfare and education professionals to neet RFotarians and
to discuss projects of mutual interest.

Now known as the Papua New Qui nea and Sol onon | sl ands Forum
it has been held in ANGfor the last thirty years, but will be held in
Honiara in the Sol onons in 1997 for the first tine, to help cel ebrate
the tenth anni versary of the Fotary Qub of Honiara. Attendance of
two Rotarians at the Forum from each <club s
subsi di sed by the district.

The only District 9600 conference to be hel d outside Queensl and
was held in Port Moresby in 1980 by then Governor Ben Bennett.
Ben becanme governor for the second tine in 1979-80 after nom -
nee Alan Mrris wthdrew fromthe position prior to attending the
Internati onal Assenbly. Alan Mrris was then a nenber of the
Boroko club, the only tine a club outside Queensland has non nat -
ed a governor for the Dstrict. [He was later to serve as governor of
Dstrict 964 (9640).]

There were 237 people registered for the conference, a disap-
poi nting attendance because nany Australian Rotarians had booked
to attend on the Russian cruise ship Ivan Franko, which was refused
permission to berth in Port Mresby. However, the Rotary Interna-
tional President’s Representative, “Sip” Kreider, rated the confer -
ence a huge success. He noted in his report that although “[Rotary]
resources are limted, we could not find a nore receptive people . . .
than those w th such trenendous needs in country areas [deserving
of help]”. This is a significant perception of rural Papua New
Qi neans whi ch dates fromthe earliest Rotary contact.

Before describing Rotary prograns in PNG however, acknow -
edgenent shoul d be made of the support given Dstrict 9600 gov-
ernors by a nunber of dedi cated PNG Rotarians, who have acted as
group or special representatives, and who have furthered the work
of Rotary, usually at their own expense, in a country in which access
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to, and conmuni cation wth, clubs is difficult.

S nce 1993 these positions have been upgraded and fornalised
as part of the world-wde district leadership trial in which Dstrict
9600 participated. Phil Parnell (Port Mresby) and Ross Hunphries
(Lae) filled the position of assistant governor during the period
1993-96. ” Their help wth adnmnistrative natters such as the offi -
cial visits by the governor, the organisation of the Forum the iden-
tification of FAMand SML projects, the reception of FA MSMEL
teans and the admnistration of O K consi gnnents is inval uabl e.

Local Rotary Activities in Papua New Gui nea

Harold Hunt reports early community service activities
focussing on facilities and social activities for the expatriate
conmuni ty. However, Rotarians soon recogni sed the health, welfare
and educational needs of local people, particularly those in rural
areas, and were determned to address these needs.

The early club reports, and the first issues of Rotary Down Under,
chronicle these projects: the fanous Rotary town clock in Port
Moresby; the Togatia Hone outside Goroka; support for
swnmng pools (and carnivals) in Lae and Rabaul; Rotary Park in
Madang; park benches and shelter sheds in VWwek (and everywhere
else) and the provision of a piano for a nission station
outside M Hagen. ”’

During the tine that the Administration was identifying able
young Papua New Guineans for future |eadership roles, there were
nany visits to Australia by young peopl e such as teachers, nurses,
nechani cs and techni ci ans. They often returned wth the promse of
books and teaching aids, sew ng nachines, typewiters and equip-
nent and supplies for hospitals and aid posts, schools and work-
shops and other governnent and mssion institutions,
har bi ngers of what woul d devel op into DK

Sone of these visits were organised privately by clubs; others
were the result of schenes such as RYLA and later the sunmer
school s, being extended to Papua New Quinea. Both Harold Hunt
and Ben Bennett provide detailed accounts of such visits and both
recogni se the work of PDG Allan Mil e whose contribution to RYLA
and the Ganp CGal and Shaftesbury Canpus RYLA week activities is
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a

renmenbered fondly by many young PNG men and wonen.’

FA'M SWAL, Mitching Gants and Donations in K nd

For over 100 years the island of New Qiinea, particularly the
eastern half, has lured Australians and there is a rich literature of
adventurers, traders, mners, mssionaries, misfits and adninistra-
tors satisfying the urge that took themthere, often drove them
there. Sone achieved brilliantly, sone failed mserably; sone diedin
the attenpt.

Half way through that period there is a watershed when nany
thousands of young Australian and Anerican nen and wonen went
there in alast ditch stand to defend Australia against the threat of
Japanese invasion and, with the help of Iocal people,
succeeded valiantly, nmany dying in fierce fighting at places which
have entered Australian fol kl ore: Kokoda, Gna and Sananda.

Papua New Quinea, the land and its people, are part of the
Australian consciousness and nany Rotarians have either been
there and want to go back, or have heard stories about it and want
to visit. Sone, who have experienced nal nutrition, dysentery and
nal aria, have no desire to go back, but they are a minority these
days. Rotarian Jeff Bower fromthe Rotary Qub of Geat Lakes (O s-
trict 9650), three-tine FAMvolunteer to PNG and the Sol onons,
publ i shed an account of his experiences.” In his introduction he
sad

M father on his return fromactive service . . . told of his
encounters wth prinitive tribesnen. Hs stories captivated ne . .

As nuseuns and history |essons further reveal ed the diversity
of tribal cultures and traditions, | becane obsessively fascinated
by renote continents and Pacific |slands.

There are many Rotarians who share Bower’s interest, sonme nore
or less obsessively. For Australian Rotarians, aware of the need to
find opportunities to round out their club prograns wth interna-
tional service prograns, PNGreaches out; it is close by; has nany
people who are in great need and who live in isolated
locations and the country has devel oped a political system which
cannot deliver equity toits people.

For these reasons FAM S, Mitching Gants for Himanitarian
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Purposes and D K have flourished in Papua New Qui nea, and a hi sto-
ry of Rotary in PNGwould be inconpl ete wthout a brief account of
these activities. Mst of these projects originate in
Australian clubs, but Australian clubs are dependent on PNG Rotari -
ans to help deliver nuch of their international service
programand that nexus is of great significance: it provides oppor -
tunities for international understanding and fell owship.

The earliest FAMand natching grant projects both date back to
the 1966-1967 Rotary year.” The first FAMprojects appear to be
either the construction of buildings for a teachers college at the
Mssion at Tari, Southern Hghlands (1966) or the construction of a
wharf at Wésu (1967-8). " The first matching grant is No 8, dated
My 1967, for the provision of a subsidy to Canow ndra and O ange
Qubs in Ostrict 9700 to bring a student fromPNGto study agricul -
ture at Vdlaroi llege in NOW™

And so, for an unbroken period of thirty years, FA Mteans have
gone by 4WD trucks; by helicopters and snall planes; by notorised
canoes and barges and sonetines on foot to projects sel ected by
clubs in PNGand the FA Mproject eval uation teans whi ch nowtrav-
el to PNGeach year. The projects share a conmon set of gui delines.
The local conmunity find nost of the naterials; they al so provide a
| abour force, which should include people skilled enough to learn
how to conpl ete the project if necessary and to extend it to other
sites; the FAMteans do nuch of the skilled work; provide project
nmanagenent and supervision and help the |ocal people acquire
building skills while the local people provide acconmodation and
suppl enent food needs.

Hw to do justice to the hundreds of FAIM and SWAL projects
and the thousands of Rotarians who have worked on themover thir-
ty years is a task beyond this history. So a brief description of one
project nust suffice. It is a diverse project, including the
provision of health, water and sanitation services, roads and trans-
port, education and conmunication facilities. It epitonises nuch
that has been done by FAIMteans in PNG

Kokoda is a nane familiar to nost Australians through its wartine
associ ations and a very apt site for FAMs largest project in Papua
New Quinea. The project was conceived at Kokoda on ANZAC Day
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1992 when Prine Mnisters Keating and Wngti announced a joint
project to coomenorate the fiftieth anniversary of the end of
Verld Ver 11.

In the 1994 Federal budget $1.5mwas set aside for the project
vhich was to include the building of a new health centre (subse-
quently upgraded to a rural hospital which includes patient-famly
housing); the renovation and expansion of a nuseum al r eady
provi ded by nenbers of the Kienzle Famly, who ran a pal moil plan-
tation at Kokoda before and after the war; provision of linted hos-
tel accommodation for hikers of the Kokoda Trail and the
building of a newairport ternminal. Rotary Australia VWrld Gommuni -
ty Service was invited to undertake the building of the various facil -
ities of the project. ™

FAMteans arrived in January 1995 and in the first ten nonths
of the project sone 200 Rotarians and supporters had conpl eted
the buildings to such a stage that the Kokoda Project could be
decl ared open on the twentieth anniversary of PNG | ndependence,
Sept enber 16, 1995, by Prine Mnisters Keating and Chan.

A that tine Prine Mnister Keating indicated that funding for
stage 2 of the project, which incorporates upgrading road works
and the provision of a water supply at Kokoda, and the buil ding of
aid posts at Menari and Sogeri further down the Track towards Port
Moresby, would be nade available. A the tine of witing the pro-
ject is inconplete; but when it is finished, nany hundreds of Rotari -
an FAMvolunteers wll have nade the journey to Kokoda, paying
their own expenses for the opportunity to hel p comenorate the
sacrifice nade by Australians so | ong ago.

Fon Wnn, the Kokoda Project (-ordinator, witing in the East -
ern Region RAWCS Newsl etter, captures the essence of the FAM
experi ence,

Wien we arrived at Kebara Village near Kokoda we were
vel coned as dear friends. The local people’ s friendship has to be
experienced to be understood. They cannot believe that people
(Rotarians) woul d cone and work to nmake their part of the world
a better place. W& all felt we were doing sonething worthwhile
and it vas truly ‘Rotary wthits sleeves rolled up', especially when
our governnent in Canberra entrusts us wth such a big and
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inportant project for both Papua New Guinea and Australia. . . a

once in a lifetine experience for vol unteers.

Mich of the hospital equiprment that went into the Kokoda
Hospital cane from Donations in Kind, a project which Australian
Rotarians have taken to their hearts. Snce the early part of the
nineties, the small consignnents of goods such as books, vaccines,
techni cal equi pnent, sew ng nachines and the |ike have grown into
contai ner |oads of hospital and dental equipnent, books and naga-
zines, pharnaceutical drugs and dressings and so on.

Rotarians in Port Mresby, Lae, Rabaul, Madang and Véwak
unl oad, store and distribute goods to other clubs and to people in
isolated villages throughout Papua New Guinea: a parcel of books to
the school at Chevasing in the MarkhamValley or a wheel chair for a
parapl egi ¢ youth in Bul ol o.

Qice again it is difficult to do justice to those thousands of
Fotarians in Australia (and el sewhere) who have arranged for the
donation of nillions of dollars worth of goods to the people of
Papua New Guinea. The key features of this programare that O K
brings Australian and PNG Rotarians together in a shared enterprise
whi ch benefits the people in need in Papua New Guinea, and the
goods al nost certainly get to where they are needed nost and are
not syphoned of f on the way.

Rotary Foundation Matching grants to, and with, Papua New
Qui nea d ubs nunber in excess of eighty, nade since May 1967. An
analysis of the grants indicates that nost were for the purchase of
equi prent, nuch of it nedical. There has been particul ar support
for the supply of equipnent to treat vision and hearing inpaired
peopl e. The provision of portable dental equipnent has allowed
dental services to be taken to renote vill ages.

Qher well-supported projects are associated wth clean water
and inproved sanitation; the funding of a wde range of seminars
and subsidies for visits to and from PNG by various specialists. A
nuniber of grants have supported DK transportati on costs. Gaubin
Hospital and associated villages on Karkar |sland appear to have
recei ved four grants, sone associated wth nalaria control.

The largest grant was nuniber 2207, provided in 1991 by D strict
2650 in Japan, for atotal of WS $33,004 for the provision of hospi -
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tal equipnent in Lae. ne of the nmore unusual was nunber 515 in
February 1981 for the purchase of instruments for a band in
Rabaul . Dstrict 9600 clubs contributed to this grant which was
vorth US $9,591. District 9600 clubs have rai sed funds for al nost
hal f of the grants nade available in PNG but nost of the other
districts in Australia have sought grants for the support of hunani -
tarian projects in the country.

Fnaly, inthis section dealing wth Rotary’s hunanitarian work in
Papua New Quinea, the contribution nade by a nunber of Fotary
and Rotary-associ ated organi sations nust be recognised. For
exanpl e, Interplast; the heart teamfromthe Adventist hospital in
Sydney; ROMAC (District 9800 Rotary Overseas Medical Ad Com
mttee), which in 1966 brought the S anese tw ns born on Buka
Island to Ml bourne for separation surgery and Dstrict 9600's Gft
of Life Programwhich brings desperately ill children to Brisbane for
treatnent are just a fewof the groups which seek to hel p people in
need.

Sunmi ng Up

Rotary has had a presence in Papua New Quinea for nearly 40
years, the second half of that tine a fragile presence in an i ndepen-
dent Ml anesian nation in which intertribal fighting and civil war
have been instrunental in closing two clubs (Kundiawa and Arawa)
and where two cl ubs suspended their activities (Goroka because of
personal differences between nenbers and Rabaul because of
vol cani ¢ eruptions).

ly the four clubs in Port Mresby and Lae are able to provide a
range of prograns which support the four avenues of service.
These are al so the only clubs where naking up on a regular basis is
possi bl e. However, the other clubs in Bul ol o-Véu, Groka, Mdang,
Rabaul, M Hagen and Véwak provide such inportant conmunity
services that thoughts of their demse would have to include a real -
isation that basic levels of health, welfare and education services to
many  peopl e, who are dependent on churches,
nmssions and service organisations for their well-being, would be
reduced. Rotary has a significant presence anong these organi sa-
tions and its long term presence is essential in the comnmunities

169



SEVENTY FI VE YEARS CF SERVI CE

vhi ch they serve.

G this latter group of clubs only Goroka has nore than 20
nenbers in June 1996. The clubs and their nenbers face
difficuties pecuiar to their socia, politica and econonmc environ-
nents: rapi d nenbership turnover; difficulty in attending neetings;
no other local clubs at which to nake up; civil |awand order distur-
bances in their coomunities; a range of health and wel fare needs
among | ocal people which beggar description and an
i solation fromnai nstream Rotary whi ch woul d deter even the nost
ent husi asti c.

The Rotarians of Papua New Quinea are a special breed. Rotarians
inAustralia, andinDstrict 9600 in particular, are proud to call them
their fellows and for them there is the utnoest admration. BII Hint -
ley, Rotary International President in 1994-95 encouraged Rotari -
ans to venture off the beaten track of RFotary experience, “if the
way ahead is not your way, then do not followthe path. G instead
where there is no path, and leave a trail behind you.” Rotarians in
Papua New Qui nea have done just that.

NOTES

1 —The nane “Papua New Quinea” wll be used to describe that part of
New Qui nea which is now the state of Papua New Quinea. At the tine that
the first Rotary A ubs were adnitted to Rotary in the 1950s the pre-Vérld
Wr |l Territory of Papua and the Mandated Territory of New Quinea (for-
m e r | y
German New Quinea from 1884-1914) had been conbined for adm nistra-
tive purposes by the Australian Governnent into the Territory of Papua and
New Qui nea (1949). In 1971 this becane the Territory of Papua New Qui nea
and in 1975, follow ng |ndependence, the sovereign state of Papua New
Qiinea. The early Rotary docunents (survey, admssion application, list of
c h a r t e r
nenbers etc) however, reflect the long-standing rivalry that existed
between the two forner colonies and Port Mresby was listed as being in
Papua. Wen Goroka and Lae Rotary Qubs were adnitted in 1959, they
were sonetines |isted as being in New Qui nea.

2 —Rotary International, South Vst Pacific Service Gentre, AQub Fles:
Port Moresby (fornerly Central Gfice Files, Secretariat). Qorrespondence
fromGS to 500, subject ‘Papua (New Quinea)', dated Cctober 9, 1956. This
inter-office meno records the early history of enquiries about forming a
club in Port Mresby.

3 —Harold Hunt (1971), The Story of Rotary in Australia, 1921-1971,
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The First Ffty Years, Hal stead Press, Sydney.

4 —Arnold Bennett (1980), Rotary in Queensland, An Hstorical Survey,
Commenor ating the Seventy-fifth Anniversary of Rotary, Boolarong Publi -
cations, Brisbane.

5 — Terence (Mke) Wod, ex-Bournenouth Rotarian, wote to RI. in
January 1956, enquiring about the formation of a club. He reported, “the
business nen are . . . fromother countries . . . a native co-operative soci -

ety is rapidly growing. There are, of course, two distinct groups in the
communi ty and contact between themis unlikely for nmany years.” Anong
the busi nessnen there were three forner Rotarians including the charter
president, Bob WIIock, who had been a nenber of the Kenpsey Rotary cl ub.
There were twenty-two charter nenbers who net at the Papua Hotel,
anong whomwas Dr John Qunther, Deputy Admnistrator of the Territory.
There were no local nen in the club.

6 — Bennett, pp.89-93. It had been suggested to Lex Fraser that he
shoul d take the opportunity to visit Papua New Qui nea, even though it wasn't
inhisdstrict, during his year by then R President, Qifford Randel |, during
avisit by Randell to North Queensl and.

7 —Bennett records that Madang was sponsored by Port Mresby club
(p-93), but this is incorrect. The official record shows Wrren L. Mitthews,
Head, Service to Qubs Section, Eastern Hemisphere, Rotary International,
advising R1. Director, Janes F. Conway (Chairman of the Adm ssions
Conmittee) on August 8, 1962, that “the application docunents were
received fromthe club itself on My 21, 1962, together with the charter
fee remttance. There was no information fromthe club as to the part
played by the Fotary Qub of Goroka or by Lex Fraser in its organisation.
The secretary of the Rotary Qub of Goroka wote on My 7, 1962 . . . but in
the neantine the docunents were recei ved fromthe club itself”.

8 —PDG Frank Hoeter, Pers. Conm Qctober 1995. Hoeter has copi es of
the charter night prograns for both Goroka and Véwak clubs. Goroka
Charter night was held at the Goroka Hotel on My 24, 1960, the charter
being presented by Lex Fraser. Wwak's charter function was held on July
17, 1965 at the Véwaek Hotel, Lex Fraser again presenting the charter.

9 — The Boroko Rotary club was sponsored by Port Mresby club and
adnitted to Rotary International on July 13, 1967. The charter was pre-
sented by the president of the sponsoring club at a dinner on 16 Novenber
1967. Ll oyd Kennedy was the charter president.

10 —For exanple, Dr John Qunther, the Assistant Admnistrator, was a
charter nenber of Port Mresby club; lan Downs, a senior administration
officer and author of the officia history, The Australian Trusteeshi p: Papua
New Qui nea, 1945-75, was a charter nenber of CGoroka club and Horrie
Nall, also a senior nenber of the district administration, was a charter
nenber of the Lae cl ub.
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11 —For exanple, Brigadier Donald deland, the Adninistrator, present-
ed the Port Moresby charter in 1957 and Sr A an Mann, the Chief Justice
of the Territory, opened the Frst Annual Papua and New Qui nea Conference
in Groka in 1966.

12 —Qne such visitor was PDG S eath Lowey fromthe Rotary dub of
North Sydney, who was an R1. Information and Extension Gounsellor in
1962-63. Inthis role Seath visited PNGas Hint notes, “if not to read the
riot act, at least to instruct themin certain procedures and the broad ai ns
of Fotary” (p. 87). Seath Lowey's report referred to the need for visits
by a
governor and nay have been a prelude to the decision to include PNG in
O strict 255.

13 — There were a nunber of Rotarians, or forner Rotarians, in that
first House including Hrrie Nall, the Speaker, and lan Downs, the nenber
for the Hghlands Soecial Hectorate. (See note 10).

14 —The early post-WVII Goalition Gvernnents believed that Papua
New Qui nea woul d be ready for self governnment and i ndependence around the
turn of the century.

15 —Hiuda (A) Togatia becane a war hero during the Japanese occupa-
tion of New Britain. During his tine in Groka, he was a policenan in the
Royal Papua New Qui nean Constabul ary. A short biography of this renark-
able man appeared in Rotary Down Under February 1967, pp. 22-23. He
was honoured by having a local hone for delinquent youth, which was built
by FA'Mteans outside Goroka, named after him Togatia died while the
witer was naking his official visit to the Rabaul club in 1995 and was
given a splendid funeral by the Tolai people.

16 —Hunt, p.82. These responses remnd the author of discussions held
during his official visits to clubs in Dstrict 9600 in 1995-96. Wen the
question was raised of wonen being admtted to clubs, which had yet to
admt fenal e nenbers, a fairly conmon reply was that a wonan woul d be
admitted if a suitable one could be found!

17 —Bob deland, Past president of Goroka and Kennore clubs, is a good
exanpl e. Rotarians such as Bob have | ocal know edge and experiences whi ch
are of great use to the governor of the day.

18 —John Pal freyman, PP of the Arawa A ub, was an observant reporter
of Rotary activities on Bougainville in Rotary Down Under and his reports
can be found in issues between 1986 and 1988.

19 —Sandra Andy was adnmitted to the Wwak club in the 1993-94 year

and is now a nenber of the Rabaul club; Megan Taureka was adnitted to the
Port Moresby A ub in the 1995-96 year.
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20 — Correspondence from President G aham Price to then DG Bill
Vterfield, dated June 14, 1995. GahamPrice continued on as president in
1995-96, but left M Hagen at the end of 1995 when his safety and that of
h i s
famly were threatened.

21 —The FAM project evaluation teamin recent years has tined its
visit to PNGand the Sol onons to coincide wth the Forum This allows infor-
nmation on possible projects to be shared. In recent years serving directors
Onen MeDowel | and John Carrick have attended the Forum Rotary Interna-
tional Past Drector, Brian Know es, brought a del egation of heal th profes-
sionals to the 1996 Forumin Lae to discuss Rotary invol verent in PolioP us
in PNG

22 —Phil Parnell filled the position of Deputy Governor, but Fotary
Internati onal has recommended that districts throughout the world use the
term“assistant governor” in the nodel of district admnistration that has
been adopted. District 9600 was one of twelve Dstricts throughout the
Rotary world which participated in the three-year tria which concluded in
1995- 96.

23 — Problens associated with getting the piano to the Baiyer R ver
Mssion rival the difficulties associated wth the transport of the instru-
nent to the south island of New Zealand in the novie of the sane nane.
Details arein Rotary Down Under March 1970: pp. 22.

24 — See Hunt, pp.83-85 and Bennett, pp.109-111. Hunt's account
includes a description of a visit of twelve young people from Papua New
Quinea, who not only attended a RYLA canp, but who then went on an
extended educational trip to various parts of Dstrict 260 (9600).

25 — Jeff Bower (1995), A Passion for the Primtive, A Volunteer's
Experiences in Papua New Quinea and the Sol onon |slands, Tarara, Taree,
NSW 2430.

26 —Keith Hopper, the Founder of FAM put it this way: “it [FAM has a
prine purpose, to get to know our neighbours . . . the education of each
Rotarian towards the better understanding of peoples and other colours,
race and way of life.” The source is to be found in the fol | owng note.

27 —PDG Bob Young, Pers. Conm, Novenber 1995. Bob Young and ot h-
ers have docunented FAIM activities for the twenty-fifth and thirtieth
anni versaries of FAM Resources available include a video, produced for a
cel ebration and reunion held at ffs Harbour in 1989 and A Brief Hstory
1964-1994.

28 —There is reference to the Tari Teachers llege in the Bief Hsto-
ry, which clains it as a 1966 project and an article in Rotary Down Under
Novenber 1970, p.9, which suggests work conmenced there in 1970. This
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issue is unresol ved at publication date.
29 —Rotary Down Under Septenber, 1968, p.9.

30 —PDG Bob Young and PP Ron Wnn provided nost of this information.
The project was nmanaged by the Director of the Australian War QG aves
Gormission, Air Vice Marshal A an Heggen, in conjunction with Bob Young
and Ron Wnn who co-ordinated the FAIMteans. The PNG Gover nnent was
represented by officials of the Go Provincial Gvernnent.

31 —BIl Huntley (1995), “You are the Leader” in Speech Book, Rotary
International Assenbly, Anaheim Ca, USA February 19-26, 1995, Rotary
International, Evanston.

THE SOLOVON | SLANDS

There is only one Rotary Qub in the Sol onon Islands, the Rotary
Qub of Honiara, although the influence of Rotary extends through-
out the six major islands and the hundreds of snaller ones that
conprise the island nation of just over 300,000 people. Over the
last 13 years FA Mteans have ensured the recognition of Rotary in
isolated parts of the Solonons through the building of schools, aid
posts and water tanks. Rotary wheels are to be seen on these
proj ects.

This briefest of brief histories records the early Rotary presence
in the Solonons; the chartering of the Rotary Qub of hbniara in
1987; its growth and devel opnent as it noves towards its tenth
anni versary and the invol venent of the wder Rotary world with the
Sol onon | sl ands.

Early Rotary activities

There is a common misconception that Rotary arrived in the
Sol onon Islands after Cyclone Namu devastated the islands of
Ml aita, Quadal canal and other islands in Mkira Province in My
1986. This isn't so, athough there is no doubt that this terrible
natural disaster was the catal yst which caused the Rotary dub of
Honiara to be adnitted to Rotary International in March 1987. The
charter dinner was held a fewnonths later.

Soon after the Sol onon | sl ands becane an i ndependent nation in
July 1978, Australian and New Zeal and Rotarian visitors recogni sed
that Fotary Vérld Gomnmunity Service projects could benefit |ocal
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conmuni ties, in particular those which were located in the outlying
provi nces, away fromthe nai n popul ati on centre on Guadal canal .

Indeed, there was thought of a club in Honiara as early as 1980
when Arthur Mbor house of the Rotary A ub of Nowa, O strict 9710,
conpl eted an Extension Survey, which concluded that a club woul d
“succeed in approx 2 years’ . Athur vas a little optinistic about the
tine frane, but not in his judgenent, and there is no doubt that
vhen the club was forned in 1986, it was a success right fromthe
start.

The Rotary A ub of Honiara

In the aftermath of Gyclone Namu the Australian Governnent in
August 1986 invited Rotary, through the National FAI M Qo-ordinat -
ing Coomittee, to nanage what woul d becone at that tine Aus-
tralian Rotary’s largest world comnmunity service project — the
Sol onon |slands Prinary School Rehabilitation Project in which 280
FAIMvol unteers, both Fotarians and | ocal residents were invol ved in
the re-building of 93 schools. Qher references to this project are
to be found in alater section of the history, but the inpl enentation
of the project explains why hundreds of Rotarians flewinto Honiara
during the period 1986-88 and spent a few days there before nov-
ing on to isolated building sites. Qhers stayed for a few days of
Re&R | eave on their way back to Australia.

The Governor of Ostrict 9600, Or Jerry Mdijer, petitioned the RI.
Board in August 1986 for approval for the extension of Rotary to
the Solonon Islands’. The Rresident of Rotary International, MAT.
Caparas, gave that approval and subsequently the boundaries of
Rotary International DOstrict 9600 were extended to include the
Solonon Islands, a largely Ml anesian conmunity, simlar in nany
ways to Papua New Quinea. (Presunably a case could have been

made to include the country in New Zealand
District 9910 which includes the Ml anesian comunities of
Vanuat u. )

The Rotary Qub of hHboniara started neeting early in 1987 and
was admitted to Rotary International on March 27, 1987. The Char -
ter dinner was hel d on May 23, 1987 at the H biscus Hitel (nowthe
King Solonon Hotel ). Derrin Davis, the charter president, had been
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a nenber of the Gonel | abah club, Dstrict 9640, and the secretary
was Ken Ferris, a forner Rotarian fromQroka and the proprietor of
the hotel, where nany of the FAMteans stayed while in Honiara.
Atogether, there were twelve forner Rotarians anong the thirty
charter nenpers.

Wth such a nucl eus of forner nenbers and the advice of experi -
enced Rotarians such as Past Dstrict Governors Ken Boyd of Bega,
Dstrict 9710 and George Lake of Wnnum and Manly, D strict
9630, who were resident supervisors/nanagers of the School s
Rehabilitation project, the club got off to a good start’. G the
charter nenbers only Jeff More was still a nenber at the
commencenent of Rotary year 1996-97.

Jeff is a permanent resident of the Sol onons but nost expatriate
neniers (and they are in the n@jority in the club) cone to Honiara
on a contract for a fixed period, often two years. Wen they “go
finish”, the people who replace themoften take over their accom
nodation, their household help, and if they are interested, their
nmenberships in the golf club, the Rotary club and so on. The
conpl etion of contracts neans that a considerabl e nenbership
turnover is nornal, but that replacenents will be found readily.

Ten Years On

The Rotary Qub of Hboniara has nearly doubl ed in size since 1987
and near the end of the 1995-96 Rotary year has 50 nenbers
after reaching a high of 56 in June 1995. The nenbership
conpri ses both nen and wonen: |ocal people, and expatriates from
Australia, New Zeal and, the WK and the Lhited Sates. The presi dent
inits tenth year will be Or Seve Aunanu, a local nedica general
practitioner”’.

Besides being a service club, the club al so serves an inportant
social function in Honiara, bringing people fromall ethnic groups
together for a series of activities that have been inported, largely
fromAustralia Centrepiece of the local Rotary social and fund-rais-
ing calendar is the Ml bourne Qup cel ebration, which features the
running of the Qup (on TV at the Glf Aub); a fashion parade and
assorted high jinks until dawn the followng day. An annual ball, golf
days, progressive dinners, fun run, Gng Show (a revue), barbecues
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and picnics indicate that Rotary fellowship and fundraising are little
different fromthat in Austraia

I'n a conmuni ty which has pressing socia and financial needs, it is
under st andabl e that the proceeds of nost fundraising goes to |ocal
charities, athough the club contributed significantly to The Rotary
Foundat i on through PolioF us and has awarded three Paul Harris Fel -
| owshi ps’.

The Annual Reports in recent years show that the club has
supported the Red O oss Handi capped Children’s Centre; the
Honiara Hospital, particularly the children’s ward, (and other outly-
ing hospitals); the Honiara Town Library; the forner Lions
children’s playground and the St John Anbul ance Brigade. An
inpressive Preserve A anet Earth project has involved the planting
of trees invarious parts of Honiara over the last three years.

My expatriate Rotarians “go finish” in toniara at the end of
each year as their contracts expire, so Ghristnas assunes an i npor -
tant part of the Rotary cal endar. Besides farewel | functions, end-of-
year festivities feature a Carols by Candlelight evening and the
donation of gifts to hospital patients in Honiara. Year round, the
vonen of the club provide a weekly trolley service to the hospital
by dispensing snall food itens, such as buns and sweets, to
patients.

Youth prograns are of great significance in the club which has
regul arly sent young people to both Mctoria and Queensl and RYLA
weeks, visits which have sonetines incorporated work experience.
Secondary school students participate in the Pacific Area Qiltural
Exchange within Ostrict 9600 and with Dstrict 9640 and attend
the various summer schools run during the school vacation at
Chri st nas.

Students fromthe Solonon Islands ol lege of Hgher Education
(S aE are supported in various ways, including their subsidy to
attend events such as the South Pacific Ganes. There is an Interact
Qub at King Gorge M Hgh Shool (KGA), a selective secondary
boarding school for boys and girls fromall parts of the Sol onon
Islands. This Interact clubis the only one currently operating in the
PNGS part of Dstrict 9600. KOG/ students were given the oppor -
tunity to participate in an extra-curricular careers education day,
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run by the club, in 1996.

I mruni sation agai nst chil dhood diseases is effectively
inplenented in the Sol onons by the Departnent of Health where
di seases such as polio and neasles are rare, although community
heal th was identified as one of the najor concerns by visiting Rotar -
ians, and an area where expertise and financial support could be
provided. However, the health risk which concerned all early Rotari -
an visitors, who had been advised to take chloroquin and nal opri m
regul arly when they visited the Sol onons, was nal ari a.

Ml aria is the ngor health risk to the people of the Sol onon
Islands, where in sone parts of the country, 400 per 1000 are
inflicted wth the disease in sone form In recent years Rotarian
medi cal doctors such as Ir Brian Manley, Ostrict 9680°, have
hel ped pronote an interest in nalaria in the countries of the S W
Pacific, and there is now Austral i a-w de Rotary support for a nal aria
programbei ng conducted by the Rotary A ub of Hboniara over a five-
year period which has as its objective the reduction of nalaria inci -
dence to less than 100 per 1000 popul ation in the trial centres’.

General Rotary | nvol venent

As has been shown, it was concerns of a health, hunger and
hunani tarian nature that brought Rotarians in nunbers to the
Solonons in the first place and those concerns are still rel evant
today in a country in which limted natural resources have been
poorly nanaged; where literacy and health standards are poor;
vhere social welfare facilities are linmited (particularly away from
Honiara) and where a dispersed and often isolated popul ation
nakes it difficult toprovide equity inthe distribution of the nation's
very linmted weal th.

The Sol onons are fertile ground for Rotary clubs aware of how
FAM DK SWL, IPAC and 3H and nmatching grants can becone
part of the club's Fourth Avenue of Rotary Service. That Australian,
and to a |l esser extent New Zeal and, WK and US cl ubs have respond-
ed, is testinony to their becoming involved in internationa service;
to their response to the recent colonial past and to the
fading nenories of lost lives inWrld Ver Il battles.

That generosity and that support are greatly appreci ated anong
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Honi ara Rotarians, nenbers of church and m ssion societies,
officers of the governnent and public service, and of course, by the
beneficiaries of Rotary-initiated projects, thensel ves. But there are
also two najor attendant problens and these should be put on
recor d.

Frstly, there is the problemof co-ordination of ad activities,
whether it be the arrival of teans such as SWEL and FAIM
volunteers or the receipt of containers of DK goods. For exanple,
the unco-ordinated arrival of container |oads of donations fromdif -
ferent RAWSS Regions places great denands on the nenbers of
the club to unload, repack and distribute goods to communities in
need, spread throughout the Sol omons, and every District 9600
Governor hears of this concern in one way or another’.

Secondly, the people in sone parts of the Sol onons have been
given so much aid that they are in danger of devel oping a nendi -
cant nentality. The honiara club, and nany of the aid societies wth
vhich they work, are at great pains to redress this perception by
ensuring that |ocal people hel p thensel ves, which al so hel ps in com
batting the notion that Rotarians are patronising. This
out cone can be achieved by having |ocal people working on, and
contributing in whatever financial way available, to Rotary-
supported projects, or by helping in the distribution and transport
of aid goods™.

The extent to which Rotary clubs have contributed to the
Solonons is difficut to quantify but articles in Rotary Down Under
suggest that there have been nore than one hundred
FAI M | PAC SWEL teans, which have visited the Sol onons since
Q/clone Namu™. The -ordinator of the Northern Dstrict Dona-
tions in Kind Gonmttee in his report indicated that in Rtary year
1994-95 goods worth $A282,960 had been shipped to Honiara
that year .

The Rotary Foundation Matching Gant statistics al so suggest
that a considerable anount of aid has been contributed to the
Sol onons.  The provision of goods and services in this program has
been facilitated by understanding and supportive staff nenbers in
Evanston. District 9600 and the Rotary Qub of Honiara were
fortunate to have a visit from Rotary Foundation Secretari at
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staffer, Barbara Wlch (Kraener) in Rotary year 1991-92".
Barbara’'s first-hand know edge of conditions and projects in the
Sol onons has enabled the Dstrict to nove projects through The
Rotary Foundation reporting procedures qui ckly and effectively.

Summi ng Up

The Rotary Gub of Hniarais an asset not only to Rotary Dstrict
9600, but also to Fotary in Australia because it provides a w ndow
on the world of the Solonons Islands for all Rotarians and a wlling
agency for international service activities.

It iswell respectedinDstrict affairsand, inits brief period of ser -
vice, has won the Herrington Shield for the best club bulletin for
their Newsletter, Nguzunguzu (1992) and the Doug Biggs Trophy
for bal anced cl ub achi evenent in PNG S (1995).

There is an understandi ng anong senior and |ong-serving club
nenbers that the club wll investigate sponsoring a second club
when nunbers exceed sixty and a nore stabl e nenbership results
fromthe admssion of an increased nunber of |ocal nenbers. This
wll nost likely be in the Chinatown area of Hbniara. The obvious
advantages of a second club are that it provides another Rotary
neeting at which to nmake up and a second host club for natching
grants in the Sol onon | sl ands. Hopes are al so held for the fornation
of a Rotaract Qub and a Rotary MIlage Gorps. The latter woul d be a
first for thisdstrict.

The Qub will no doubt nove cautiously on extensi on because the
Rotary Qub of Honiara is unique in the Sol onon |sl ands where it has
an adnirable reputation for service above self and is
perceived as a valuable community asset, respected anong all
sections of Sol onons soci ety.

NOTES

1 — Rotary Down Under July 1982. Rotarians fromthe Rotary dub of
Armidale, Dstrict 9650, used to “pass the coconut” to collect noney for
a
project aimed at supporting the lhited Church's Helena Gldie Training
Gl lege at Minda on New Georgia Island, Véstern Province. This was an
IPAC project in support of the Qub's Vérld Uhderstanding and Peace initia-
tive.

Rotary Down Under April 1983, p.13 and August 1983, pp.13-14.
Another early overseas service project was nounted by the Rotary d ubs
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of Beecroft, Garlingford, Gosford and R verwood, New South Vél es, Dstrict
9680, which sent the first FAMteans to the Solonons in 1983. These
teans constructed a library and classroombl ock at Choi seul Bay, Choiseul,
Wst ern Province.

2 —R1., SWPacific Service Centre Archives, Rotary dubs, Honiara.

Extension Survey dated 28 July 1980.

3 —Jerry Meijer's letter to Rotary International, dated 11 August 1986,
referred to a nunber of forner Rotarians, who were resident in the
Sol onons.  Rotarian Mllard Penney, Rotary Aub of B oonfield, Golorado,
who was working with the US Peace Gorps in the Santa Qruz Islands, com
pleted the Extension Survey.

4 — PDG George Lake, pers. comm, Novenber 1995. Besides George
hi nsel f, who proposed the toast to the Rotary A ub of Honiara, DGJerry and
DAN Bob Herrington of District 9600 were both present, Jerry presenting
the charter and Bob proposing the toast to R1.

5 —1995-96 president is Mck O Gonnor. Charter president Derrin Davis
served two full terns.

6 — The Paul Harris Fellows naned by the Qub are Catherine Anilafa
(1993); Laurie Howel |l (1994) and Véyne Morris (1996). Cathie Anilafa is
the Drector of the Red Qoss Handi capped Childrens Centre in Honiara,
whi ch is
supported by clubs in Dstricts 9600, 9640 and 9750.

7 —RI1. Dstrict 9680, Rotary Against Ml aria, Revised Eition (1995).
D Hanley is the chairnan of the District 9680 RAM cormittee, which has
produced a consi derabl e anount of technical naterial on nalaria control. NZ
Dstrict 9910, the territory of which includes the island nation of Vanuatu,
has produced a sinilar publication, which was subnitted to the RI. Board of
Directors for consideration as a PolioM us-type program

8 —The tbniara club RAM programis jointly sponsored by AusAlD the
Sol onons Governnent, the Wrld Health Qganisation (WO and Rotary.
It was opened in Septenber 1995 by the Mnister for Health, the Hon Gordon
Mra, in front of representatives of the nedia, the churches and WHO as
vell as the witer, who was there in his capacity as Gvernor of DOstrict
9600. Rotarians in Australia have supported the RAM project by purchas-
ing $A5.00 RAM stickers. Rotary's contribution is in excess of $9
200,000 in a $S 500, 000 project.

9 —DOstrict 9600 Governor Alan MGay in a letter to all Australian
governors, dated 19 Novenber 1991, urged clubs to consult with |ocal
Rotarians before naking “a (international aid) conmtnent to what seens a
good idea’. Aan was referring to Australian clubs deciding what was a
good project (and often inplenenting it) before consulting with |ocal
Rotari ans.
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10 —Brother George SM Director of the Stuyvenberg Training Centre,
KiraKra, Mkira, inaletter of thanks, dated August 21, 1992, to The Save
the Children's Fund (M ctoria) and the Balwyn (D strict 9800) and Honiara
Rotary Qubs for a donation to the Gentre, wote:

V¢ are building the Gentre wth the assistance of fifteen volunteers . . .
Aside frombuilding we are training forty-four students in skills which will
inprove the lives of people in their villages . . . we hope to encourage
young peopl e to stay hone and utilise their resources . . . one of the biggest
problens today is the urban drift where nany find no hope for their futures.

11 —PDG Ock Wite (Dstrict 9690), “In the Rght Place at the Wong
Tine”, ROU June 1987, provides estimates of nunbers and expenditure in
the Prinary School s Rehabilitation Project. “Cyclone Rotary picks up after
Nanu”, RDU Decenber-January 1987-88, also provides simlar details.
D ck Wite was the Chairnan of the FAIM Sol omon |slands Prinmary School s
Rehabi litation Cormittee.

Garol Jackson (Australian Hgh Conmission, Honiara), “Disaster in the
Sol onons”, RDU March 1987, provides details of the Australian
Governnent response to the Sol onon |slands Gover nnent.

QGher descriptive naterial about WY RAWS FAIM projects is to be
found in “Cyclone Namu Wecked It — Mangere Rotarians (New Zeal and
Dstrict 9920) Restored It”, RDU August, 1987 and “Appeal for Sol onon
Islands Cyclone Victins” RDU August 1986.

Jeff Bower (1995), A Passion for the Primtive, Tarara, Taree, NSW
2 4 3 0
contains Geat Lakes Rotary Qub (D strict 9650) nenber Jeff's account of
three FAMtrips. Included is an extensive narrative of one of the prinary
school rebuilding projects at Tawai nare Village, Milaita in 1987.

12 —John Paskin, Northern Region O K Qordinator, in his report to the
Northern Region, dated 23 August 1995, reported that nineteen containers
were sent to various parts of the S WPacific and S E Asia in 1994-95.
Total freight costs were $26,544 while the estinmated val ue of goods sent
was $1.975m Three of these containers went to Honiara where the aver-
age freight cost was $1586.

13 — The following twenty-two Matching Gants have been identified
wth the Honiara Qub as host:

56 (Dstrict 9650, 1990); 165 (Christchurch East, District 9970, New
Zeal and, 1991); 185 (D stricts 9800 and 9600, 1991); 237 (D strict 9810,
1991); 1288 (Astonville, Dstrict 9640, 1988); 1387 (Sanford Valley,
District 9600, 1988); 1581 (Taree, District 9650, 1989); 1597 (& dair,
District 6330, USA 1989); 2009 (District 9650, 1991); 2118
(Gristchurch, Dstrict 9970, Nz, 1991); 2138 (D strict 9600, 1991);
2391 (Maroochydore, District 9600, 1991); 2489 (M Coot-tha, DO strict
9600, 1992); 2645 (Nanbour 76, District 9600 and Gfu South, Dstrict
2630, Japan, 1992); 2687 (Canberwell, D strict 9800, 1992); 2824 (New
Farm D strict 9600, 1992); 3663 (Dandenong, District 9820, 1994);
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4068 (District 9600); 4353 (Tauranga South, D strict 9930, New Zeal and);
4593 (Toorak, District 9800 and Kippa Rng, Dstrict 9600, 1994); 4833
(Prosser, District 5060 USA, 1995) and 4841 (D strict 9680, 1995).

Qher Mtching Gants awarded to the Solonon Islands, prior to the
formation of the Honiara Rotary AQub, are as fol |l ows:

10 (Huntley and Pukekohe, District 9920, 1967); 501 (Dandenong
Central, Dstrict 9820 and Springval e and Keysborough, Dstrict 9810,
1980); 504 (Dstrict 1130, WK 1981); 873 (Southport Broadwater,
D strict 9640, 1985); 948 (Nanbour and Maroochydore, D strict 9600 and
Gfu East, Dstrict 2630, Japan, 1985); 1072 (Port Macquarie, D strict
9650, 1986); 1098 (Mangere, District 9920, New Zeal and, 1986); 1142
(Districts 9550, 9570 and 9630, 1987).
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Attending Rotary conferences and neetings can be dangerous. Wen Paul Harris visited
Australia in 1935 he was “held up” by a gang | ed by Angus Mtchell near Mel bourne.
And after boasting, in Hobart, that he lived in the city with the reputation of being the
world's nost dangerous but had never been held up, another gang of desperadoes, this
tinme fromtbbart club, treated himto another hold up.

Qomi ¢ characters such as The Phant omand Supernan are very popul ar in Papua
New Quinea. District 9750 published Dokta Daniel, which features a com c-book
hero, who deals with health and nutrition issues, for distribution in PNGschools.

The chew ng of buai (betel nut) for exanple, |eads to cancer of the nouth and guns.

Qher drugs, cigarettes and al cohol are featured in this page of the conic.
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The Hobart Gang.

The Mel bourne Gang.

Above —Wen Col onel Harland Sanders, of
“Finger-1ickin good” (Kentucky Fried Chicken)
fame visited Sydney for the 1971 convention he
nade up at several Rotary clubs, including
Mbsnan, which nmeets at Taronga Zoo, overl ook-
ing Sydney Harbour. At South Sydney he was
fined for failing to lick his fingers after the

neal .

Left —Funny pl ace to shear a sheep!
Denonstration of one aspect of Australia's pri-
nary industry on stage at the 1971 convention
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Popul ar 1973-74 Rotary
International President B ll and
Qive Garter fromBritain
enjoyed several visits to
Australia, always finding the
natives friendly. During his visit
during his presidentia year, Bl
gave a nenorabl e address to
the Rotary A ub of Adel ai de,

whi ch was cel ebrating its gol den
anni versary, and was able to
tell Fotary’s story to a wder
audi ence as ABC guest of
honour .

Rotarian Sr Ednond HIlary was a speaker at

the 1971 conventi on.

Above —In Sydney in 1969 to pre-
pare for the 1971 convention were
nenbers of the convention comit -
tee, host club coomttee and | ocal
district officers. They are, from
left, Harry Thonpson (W), Joji
Yasuno (Japan), AD G Stewart
(Australia), Eic Solonon (Host dub
President), Dr. F. Véyne G aham
(UA), J.R Sevenson (Australia),
Charles M Schnmdt (USA), George
Means (R General Secretary), DG\
Harry Pickett (268, Australia),
Qhvention Manager Marlin Tabb, DG
Fon Pate (275, Australia), DG Tom
Howi eson (268, Australia).

Bel ow —Q arence, the giant conputer
wth all the answers, unveiled as expa-
triate Canadian Rotarian Larry Qorbett
(right) for The Rotarian “intervi ews”

Leon Becker about Rotary in the
Antipodes at the 1971 convention in

Sydney.
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