CHAPTER ELEVEN

ROTARY WORLD LEADERS

AUSTRALI A has given Rotary International three great
presidents and another has been chosen to assune | eadership
responsibilities in 1997.

SIR ANGUS M TCHELL

Angus Sinclair Mtchell was born in Shanghai, China, in 1884, son
of a Scottish sea captain father and a Scottish-Australian nother.
A the age of one year, his father having “swal |l oned the anchor”,
the wee Angus was brought to live in Ml bourne.

Ater early schooling in WIlianstown, he went to Scotch Gl ege,
vwhere he excelled both scholastically and at sport. He was Dux of
the school in his final year and becane an A Gade tenni s pl ayer and
a first teamnenber of the Ml bourne Qicket d ub.

He left school at the age of 18 and went into business wth his
brother and brother-in-law founding the firmof Mtchell and Belair
vhi ch becane, by alliance wth a Bitish firm Mtchell, Belair and
Lees, grain and nmercantile brokers operating in
Australia and the UK The business prospered, beconmng the
largest of its kind in the Southern Hem sphere.

Angus did not devote hinsel f entirely to business. He renained a
keen sportsnan, adding trout-fishing to his interests, and was
deeply involved in church affairs as a founder of the Presbyterian
Church at Gardiner. In 1910 he found tine to narry Mss Teenie
Robertson MKenzie of “Vérra’, Trawool, near Seynour. They nade
their first hone at Gardiner, later noving to Mlvern and finally to a
suite in the Wndsor Hotel. They had three daughters, Joan, Nancy
and Mrjorie.

In 1927, Angus was el ected to nenbership of the Rotary dub of
Mel bourne and, though younger than nost nenbers, quickly
showed his talent for organisation and | eadership, serving as presi -
dent in 1931-32 and governor of the 65th Dstrict in 1934-35, and
again in 1938-39. The district, then, it wll be renenibered, covered
New South Vdl es south of the Murruniidgee, all of Mctoria, South
Australia, Vestern Australia and Tasnania (the present Districts
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9450, 9460, 9470, 9500, nost of 9520, part of D stricts 9700
and 9780, and all of 9800, 9810, 9820 and 9830). Then, as now
the governor was required to visit every club in the district and to
attend the international assenbly and convention in the USA,
travel ling by steaner.

In 1936, while still a young nan, Angus retired to devote hinsel f
to Rotary, retaining wde ranging business interests through direc-
torships of Australian Cenent Ltd., Australian Portland GCenent
Ry., Noske Industries (flour mllers and grain nerchants), Queen's
Bridge Mtor and Engineering Gonpany and Queen’s Bridge |nvest -
nments Conpany.

Wthin the Rotary A ub of Ml bourne, Angus was an ardent
canpai gner for the relinquishing of territory to formnew clubs. It
nay seem strange to the nodern Rotarian that such a nove was
vigorously resisted by sone of the conservative nenbers who were
convinced that the interests of the area and the effectiveness of
Rotary coul d be best served by one strong club, the nenbers of
which were nen of considerable influence. It would be unw se, the
thought, to dimnish the high status of Rotary nenbership by nak-
ing it available to nen of lesser influence. (Vs it to be tolerated
that the education classification, for exanple, held in the club by
the redoubtabl e Frank Tate, should be entrusted to the principa of
a three-teacher school in the outer suburbs, entitling himto attend
the Ml bourne club and be treated as the equal of his Drector of
Educat i on?)

Against this entrenched attitude, Angus worked persistently; not
aggressi vely but with patience, gentle persuasion and characteristic
courtesy. In the years 1935 to 1937 clubs were formed in
subur ban Essendon and Footscray and rural Dandenong; but when a
keen friend fromEssendon asked: “Wily not a Rotary club in every
suburb? Are we so bad that you are ashaned of us?” Angus gently
replied. “Be patient, Joe. Al will coneright intine.” But it was not
until 1949 that the next suburban club, WIIianstown, was forned,
and the era of rapid expansion did not begin until 1951-52.

During these years Angus was not al one in his canpaign. H had
the support of several Rotary |eaders of the tine: Horace Bedggood
and Frank Ayre among them It is now conceded that these
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“reforners” were enlightened and that their contention, that Rotary
coul d render nore effective service through a | arge nunber of cl ubs
exerting a wide influence in the increasingly inportant
suburban and country areas than through one | arge club of eninent
nen, was correct; for the clubs forned as a result of the later
expansi on have given unstinting service of inestinable value to
their coomunities and to the world.

Another Angus Mtchell initiative that had positive results was his
encour agenent of inter-club visits.

During these years began the |ong association between Angus
and Rotary Founder Paul Harris and other Rotary |eaders. He
persuaded Paul Harris to cone to Australia in 1935 to attend the
conbi ned conference of the 65th and 76th Dstricts; and then, wth
his fanmly, travelled wth Paul and Jean Harris through Mctoria, New
South Wél es and Tasnani a. This was when the now fanous Rotary
Gove of Fiendship was established in Ml bourne in which Paul and
Jean Harris planted trees.

The contribution and the friendship of these two nen is perna-
nently recorded in the red granite seat placed in the Gove of
Friendship in 1953, “BEected by the Rotary AQub of Ml bourne to
commenorate the work of Rotary’s Founder Paul Harris and of
Agus S Mtchell the first Australian President of Rotary Interna-
tiod”.

In 1937-38 Angus was a director of Rotary International and,
striving to build international friendships, organised a goodw |l nis-
sion to Japan by 67 Rotarians and fanilies. O board the ship he
vel ded the whole party into a choir and taught themto sing the
Japanese National Anthem which they sang, in Japanese of course,
at their first reception. To the slight enbarrassnent of the party,
their hosts responded with all three verses of “Qd Save the K ng’,
the words of the second and third verses of which were unknown to
nost of the Australians.

During the war years Rotary had no hope of influencing world
events, but Rotarians, including Angus as shown by his correspon-
dence, were planning their role in post-war reconstruction and the
contribution Fotary might nake to the future preservation of free-
dom and peace.
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Inmedi ately after the war, Angus led the canpaign to restore
Rotary to Japan; not the nost popul ar proposition at that tine.
Ater the atrocities perpetrated at the instigation of the mlitary
dictators, it was easy enough to believe that there was not a shred
of hunan goodness in the whol e nation; but Angus renenbered the
friends he had nade in Japan and had |earned that, though they
dared not neet openly, nany Japanese forner Rotarians had con-
tinued a cl andestine association. He was convinced that they woul d
vant to return to the Rotary fold and that their influence woul d be
hel pful to the process of re-education needed to bring a defeated
and humliated people into the famly of denocratic nations. He
eventual Iy convinced his fellow Rotarians —nany of whom had no
reason to harbour friendly feelings towards their recent foes —
that, if our great novenent really believed in international under -
standing, goodw Il and peace, then here was our opportunity to
prove it. Rotary was restored to Japan and the rest is Rotary histo-
ry.

In 1947, he suffered a grievous loss. Hs beloved wfe, his help
and support inal his Rotary service, died.

A the Ro de Janeiro Gonvention in 1948, Angus Mtchell was
elected President of Rotary International for 1948-49, the first
Australian to hold this high office. Hs first tribute was to Teenie.

“M innost feelings are of gratitude, and first anong those to
whom | am grateful is ny wife, whose nenory | cherish and to
vwhom!| owe so nuch. She was always a help and inspiration to ne in
everything | did and loved Rotary as | love it.”

In that acceptance speech after his election, Angus gave his
personal view of Rotary.

“l hope that Rotary never departs fromthe sinple but vital princi -
ple of friendly service,” he said. “Gten | have heard the question,
‘Wy doesn't Fotary use its power to do this or that? And again,
‘Wly doesn't Rotary have the courage to take sides? | believe that
if we were to take sides and be a pressure group and assert our
power, our friendships would be threatened, our house woul d soon
be divided and the decline of our great unique novenent woul d be
under way... | believe in the sinplicity of Rotary. It starts when we
becone so friendly with the nenbers in our Rotary club that we
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just cannot hel p pulling our weight inthe club for their benefit. This
experience inthe art of living nakes it natural to becone so friend-
Iy with our associates in business, whether they are conpetitors or
enpl oyees, that we just cannot help giving a fair deal to everyone,
all day and every day. And then we devel op such a friendy regard
for our fellow citizens that we just cannot help
nmaki ng our contribution to the welfare of the conmunity where we
live. And then as we grow our communities expand to take in ot her
countries and other people, and we seek to promote world-w de
under st andi ng and co- operati on.”

Before leaving to take office, Angus told the Rotary dub of
Essendon that, during his presidency, he would stress the intensifi -
cation of the basic principle of friendship anong the nations; devel -
opnent of work wth youth; Rotary education within clubs; and a
reneval of noral and spiritual values. He said that he hoped to be
privileged to help Rotary to becone the great organisation that it
shoul d be.

Angus Mtchell’'s quiet sense of hunour was | egendary. Wen he
presided at the QGouncil on Legislation he opened proceedi ngs wth
an unusual announcenent: “According to the Gonstitution of Rotary
International | note that the business of this neeting shoul d be con-
ducted in accordance wth Fobert’s Rules of Qder. UWnforunately I
am unacquai nted with these Rules. So | amgoing to carry on
according to the rules of cricket.” Goning froma nan who was
noted for his adherance to correct procedures and appropriate
behavi our, this expression of a nost unlikely intention brought
unseemy mrth fromthe nenbers.

He was as generous with his tine to the snallest as well as the
largest clubs. The story is told of his acceptance of an invitation to
visit a tiny, renote club in the Sate of Texas, contrary to the
advice of the General Secretary of Rotary International. The club
presi dent, on hearing the good news, coned the district to fill the
nodest hall. Mre than 300 gathered to hear the distinguished
visitor and, as Hawrold Hint described the occasion, “Watever the
function | acked i n decorumand procedure was conpensated for by
warnth and fellowship. Angus gained scores of friends where
fornerly the mghty had passed by.”
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Harol d al so recounts the sequel . Wien Angus was knighted the
Queen received a letter froma past president of a small and
obscure Fotary club in Texas congratul ating Her My esty on her
good sense and di scernnent in honouring one so worthy as Angus.
To his amazenent, the witer received a reply, alnost by return
nail, in the Queen's own handwiting expressing her pleasure that
an Anerican citizen should praise the services of one she had
chosen to honour. Wen Angus heard of this his comment was:
“Qonsidering his letter to ne | wuld love to see what he wote to
the Queen.”

Angus nade literally thousands of friends in Rotary, including
nost of the leaders of the novenent. As well as Paul Harris, New
Zeal and’ s Harol d Thonas was another intinate friend. They enj oyed
each other’s conpany, respected each other’s opinions and held
each other in high esteem Qne friend of both nen renarked, short -
ly after Harold's term as president ended: “Angus Mtchell and
Harold Thonas constitute an elite Antipodean nutual admiration
soci ety.”

Angus was a dedi cated worker for a nunber of good causes.

Qne was the accommodation of international students; hence his
interest in International House. Another was the Port Ml bourne
Settlenment; a club for underprivileged youth which eventual |y
becane a val uable part of the YMCA as the Port Ml bourne Youth
Gentre. Then there were the Austin Hospital and the Lord Soners
Ganp for Boys; the Mictorian Society for Qippled Children and
Adults, of which he was a Gouncil nenber from 1950 until his
death; and the M ctorian Boy Scouts Association from 1930 al so
until his death in 1961.

To the delight of his fellowRotarians, Angus was created a
Kni ght Bachelor in 1956, an honour he wore with becom ng
nodesty. To Rotarians, of course, he was forever “Angus”; and one
woul d be very gently reminded i f one addressed himas “Sr Angus”.

Menorials to Sr Angus Mtchell abound. There is Angus Mtchel |
House at Arnadal e; a hostel for the handi capped. An Angus Mt chel |
Schol arship was endowed by the FRotary Qub of Tulsa, Ckl ahona,
USA An Agus Mtchell Vérd was furnished by the Rotary dub of
WIllianstown in the local hospital. A International House at Ml -
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bourne Lhiversity is the Angus Mtchell Library. The portrait of
Angus by WIliamDargie, comnmissioned by the Rotary AQub of Ml -
bourne, hangs in the club office. There is the granite seat in the
Gove of Fiendship (nentioned earlier) and, in Rotary Gove, Gen-
tennial Park in Sydney is another granite seat wth the inscription
“This stone erected by the Rotary A ub of Sydney was unveiled by
Agus S Mtchell, Past President of Rotary International, on Sep-
tenber 26th, 1950, to commenorate the planting of two wheel
trees (Stenocarpus S nuatus), that on the east in nenory of
Rotary's Founder, Paul Harris, that on the west in appreciation of
Angus Mitchell’s work during his termas President of Rotary Inter-
national .” The Australian Rotary Institute in 1977 inaugurated the
Sr Angus Mtchell Menorial Address, to be delivered annually by a
di stingui shed person. Ohe nenorial, on a site that certainly woul d
have appeal ed to Angus, even if he had nodestly deprecated the
nenorial to hinself, is the cairn, erected by the Rtary Qubs of
Gppsland at the instigation of Roly HII of Trara gon, high on Munt
Tassie, wth panoramc views of the land he | oved.

@ncluding his nenorabl e address as a tribute to Paul Harris in
1947, Angus Mtchell said: “Let no Rotarian think his efforts futile
and uni nportant, provided they are the best he can do, because it
is the sumtotal of individual efforts which counts. Let us renenber
again that our nenbership in Rotary is a sacred trust, and that we
nust |ive up to the obligations which we assuned when we j oi ned.”

SI R CLEM RENOUF, AM

Qenent WIliamBailey Renouf was born at | ngham Queensland, in
1921, two days before the first Rotary club was forned in Aus-
tralia; and it is reasonable to assune that those in attendance at
each bl essed event renained in total ignorance of the other.

Qems father, son of a nigrant fromthe Channel Islands, qualified
as a school teacher but, because of delicate health, turned to farm
vwork which inproved his physical condition to such an extent that
he was accepted for service in the Australian Light Horse, sailing
wth the first contingent to go abroad during Vérid Ver 1. After war
service he went into business, but the disastrous floods of 1927
folloned by the great depression of the 1930s effectively denol -
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i shed the famly fortunes.

The eldest of six children, demand his brother and sisters
attended the State prinary school at |ngham There being no
secondary school in the town he went on to Thornburgh ol | ege at
Charters Towers. Because of the famly's straitened financial
ci rcunstances and the decision of his fair-mnded parents that each
shoul d have an equal educational opportunity, he left school after
reaching j uni or secondary standard, declining two schol arships that
voul d have taken himon to senior |evel.

Despite the financial struggle, Aemand his siblings enjoyed a
secure and happy chi |l dhood. They were conscious, however, of the
dreadful effects of the depression: the extrene poverty and the
hopel essness of nen robbed of their dignity; nmen who wanted
work, not handouts. This awareness of the plight of others awak-
ened in dema deep and lasting conpassion. And the effects of
strong drink on nen who had al ready given up hope wought from
hima silent vownever to touch al cohol; a vow he has kept through-
at hislife

Qems nost vivid nenories of the year he left school are of the
endl ess procession of unenpl oyed nen on the nove, pathetically
grateful for any work they could find along the way and for his
not her’s generosity with whatever food she could spare for those
itinerants who called at the house. He al so renenbers his nother’s
gentle remnder that, though the famly was in difficult financia cir-
cunstances, nillions were worse off, sone suffering extrene priva-
tion. In nany, their experiences of the great depression sowed the
seeds of bitterness, anger and cynicism In Qemthey sowed the
seeds of service.

dems anbition was to read law but to be articled to alega firm
in those days cost £200 ($400), the equivalent of a year’s salary in
the lower-mddl e i ncone range at the tine. Jobs were hard to find,
but he was fortunate enough to be offered an opening as a junior
clerk in an accountant’s office at sixteen shillings and si xpence
($1.65) per week. Pronptly and pragnatical |y substituting accoun-
tancy for law as his vocational anbition (a decision he has never
regretted), he inmediately enrolled as a correspondence student.
Wrking by day and studying at night, he determined to conplete
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all the examnations to qualify himfor registration as an account ant
by the nininumage of 21 years. And he would have done it, but
for the events of 1939-45.

In My, 1940, aged 19, Qemenlisted in the RAAF, initially as
ground staff and later re-nustering to air crew Despite defective
vision, which by sone niracle of nedical oversight was not detect -
ed, he qualified as a pilot, was conmssi oned and flew conbat ms-
sions agai nst the Japanese fromMI ne Bay, Darw n and Godenough
Island. He sonetines reflected sadly that the troopship on which
his father had sailed to war, a nere 26 years earlier, had been
escorted by a protective Japanese destroyer.

As aflying instructor during the final nonths of the war, he found
tine to return to his studies wth the objective of qualifying as an
accountant as soon as possible after the war’s end.

Denobi | i sed in Gctober, 1945, he quickly conpl eted his course,
passed his final examnations and, after working for six nonths for a
conmercial firm set out to establish his own practice. Fate, a friend
and good fortune conbined to lead himto Nanbour, a grow ng
town on Queensl and’s Sunshine Goast. There he establi shed hi nsel f
inatiny office above a caf é.

To suggest that CWB. Renouf, Accountant, was an innediate
success would be taking liberties wth the truth. In fact his slender
capital was al nost exhausted before he had found enough clients
to assure hima nodest living. But successful he was in tine, not
only as an accountant but also in a series of wse business ventures
inrea estate, finance, conmercia building and i nvestnent.

During his early years in Nanbour, wth few clients, even fewer
friends and wth tine to spare, dembecane interested in conmu-
nity work as an outlet for his energies. H joined the Returned
Services League, holding office as president. He al so joined Legacy,
in vhich he was to serve for 29 years.

Wen he was invited to be a charter nenber of the Rotary d ub
of Nanbour, he accepted and was pronptly el ected secretary.

“They needed a secretary wth office space and plenty of spare
tine,” Aemlater explained. The records of the charter night in
1949 show that “Charter Secretary dem Renouf’s guest was Mss
June Day.” Wiat the records did not reveal was that they had
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recently becone engaged. Those sane records, however, do reveal
that the cost per head of that nenorable dinner was ten shillings
($1).

Qemand June were narried in 1951 and nade their home in
Nantbour, raising two children. Fotary remained part of their lives,
becomng increasingly inportant with the passing years. dem
served as club president in 1954-55 (Rotary’s ol den Anni versary
year) and enjoyed the experience as he has enjoyed every Rotary
task to which he has been cal | ed.

In 1958 he attended the Pan-Pacific Gonference in Sydney where
he felt privileged to neet R1. Past President dan Paolo Lang
(1956-57), Kiyoshi Togasaki (to serve as president 1968-69) and
General Secretary George Means, whose address, “Rotary Around
the Wrl d” nade a | asting i npression.

Hs first RI. onvention was Tokyo in 1961. demand June trav-
elled with sone 1200 Australians and New Zeal anders on the Ibeia
Qemwas trenendously inpressed by this gathering of Rotarians,
including nore past officers of RI. than he had ever encountered.
Wien he hel d open a door for Harold Thomas (presi dent 1959-60)
he remarked that this mght be his only opportunity to hold a door
open for a past president of Rotary International. Harold accepted
the courtesy wth his usual charmand friendliness.

It was on the ship that Qemwas first introduced to the Rotary
Youth Exchange Program attending senminars on deck with two
yout h exchange enthusiasts, Past (overnors Joe Bradbury and
Arnold Forsyth. He caught their enthusiasmand, a few years |ater,
happi |y accepted his district governor’s invitation to join the
district’s first youth exchange conmttee.

The Tokyo convention influenced and inspired Qem recalling the
address by Ntish Laharry (R1. president 1962-63) and the electri -
fying inpact of his message. He returned hone with renewed
ent husi asm

Gems first district assignnent was as conference secretary in
1963, closely followed by his nenbership of the youth exchange
conmttee. He found his work at district level as exciting and inter -
esting as his club responsibilities, in which he renmaned deeply
i nvol ved.
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he day in 1963 he answered the tel ephone at hone. It was
Dstrict 260 Governor Ted Router. The conversation was brief.

“den?”

“Yes.”

“Ted Router here. Have you ever thought about being district
gover nor ?”

“Np, "

“Wl 1, think about it,” commanded Ted; and hung up.

Wthin a fewdays of this interesting conversation, demreceived
a formal invitation to accept nonmination for district governor,
1965-66. Feeling that this would be unfair to his business partner,
a young nman naned Doug A arke who was not then a Rotarian but
was an enthusiastic Apexian, demwas about to decline the offer.
Doug urged himto accept, denonstrating how the duties in the
practice could be re-allocated to nake it possible. demsaid that he
was indebted to his young partner whose devotion to the ideal of
service enabl ed himto serve as governor and so paved the way for
hi s subsequent service to Fotary. Doug later was el ected to nem
bership of the Rotary dub of Nanbour and served as president.

After his year as district governor, emwas chosen as a di scus-
sion leader at the international assenbly, after which he served as a
| eader shi p forum noderator and nmenber of the menbership devel -
opnent conmttee. He was elected a director in 1970-72, chair -
nman of the world community service committee 1972-74, nenber
of the finance commttee 1976- 77.

Qembad retired fromthe accountancy firmin 1973 to nanage a
snal | | and devel opnent conpany in which he had an interest as well
as other investnents. This enabled himto devote nore tine to
other activities, including the Uhiversity of Queensland |nternational
House, of which he was deputy chairnman of the board; his church
finance and investnents committee; and the Sundale
Grden Mllage, a residential and nursing hone for the elderly, of
whi ch he had been treasurer since its inception.

There cane the announcenent by the nominating conmttee
that @ em Renouf had been chosen to be president of Rotary Inter-
national 1978-79. Hs election at the San Francisco convention in
1977 was an occasion for rejoicing by Australian Rotarians, partly
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because we were to have another Australian president after 30
years but nmainly because it was demRenouf, already esteened by
Rotarians across the continent for the warmth of his friendship, his
sincerity, his nodesty, his courtesy and his enthusiasm the very
qualities for which Angus Mtchel | had been so greatly admired. Like
Angus, too, he enjoyed a warm friendship with the one Iliving
Antipodean R . past president, Harold Thonas of
Auckl and.

In his short acceptance speech at the convention, demsaid, “I
am here because Rotary takes ordinary nen and gives themextra-
ordinary opportunities to do nore wth their lives than they ever
dreaned possi ble. | amhere because Rotary cares for people.”

Hs thene was sinple but inspiring: “Reach out!” And Rotarians
around the world responded to his call to reach out: across the desk
or the bench or the counter to coll eagues and enpl oyees and
clients and custoners in vocational service; across the roomto
fellow nenbers in club service; across the street to those in need
in coomunity service; and across the world to offer friendship in
internationa service.

Hs first nessage to his fellow Rotarians expressed his hopes for
the year ahead: “The inmedi ate future of the world is in our hands

the hands of people who care, people who serve, people who
reach out to other people; nen with hands extended in service, wll -
ing to reach out to enrich the lives of others.

“As pioneers in the paths of service, Rotarians for nearly three
quarters of a century have been notivated by a spirit of adventure
in service by doing what nakes them Rotarians, not just by being
nenbers of Rotary clubs. The ‘doing Rotarian reaches out to neet
hunan needs, confident in his ability to hel p shape the future.

“Service above self is not a conmon phi | osophy.

“I'n aworld deficient in conpassion, friendship and understandi ng,
service is an uncomnmon phil osophy, worthy of our tine and talent .

. deserving of our dedication. Let us, then, reach out to others in
service. Let us extend oursel ves.

“In the year ahead | trust that ny prayer nay be yours —a
prayer expressed by Helen Keller in the words: ‘It is for us to pray,
not for tasks equal to our powers, but for powers equal to our tasks
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—to go forvard wth a great desire forever beating at the door of
our hearts.’”

Qems presidentia year was nenorable. It was the year in which
the Health Hunger and Humanity (3H program was |aunched; to
promote health, alleviate hunger and inprove the hunan condition.
For years nany Rotarians had been denanding that Rotary, wthits
vast resources of talent and experience, should do nore than neet
local needs in our own and overseas communities and send a few
young peopl e overseas. Rotary should be doing sonething big;
sonething on a grand scale of real significance. The 3H program
was about to give those hol ding this viewan opportunity to partici -
pate in projects at an internationa |evel.

There were nmany opponents. Those who depl ored this departure
fromRotary' s traditional role of identifying and neeting needs, club
by club, sawthis as an attack on cl ub autonony and, despite assur -
ances that individual club participationinany 3-Hactivity woul d be
quite voluntary, there were still runflings of discontent.

However, when President dem |aunched the 75th Anniversary
Fund to provide initia funds for the 3-H Program inviting clubs to
contribute $15 per nenber to receive a banner or $30 per nenber
to be awarded a pl aque, they responded w th enthusiasm |aying the
foundation of the funds that are now available for allocation
through The Rotary Foundation to 3-H projects around the world, of
vhich Australian clubs, as seen in earlier chapters, have taken full
advant age.

Because of G ems |eadership based on sincerity and friendl iness,
the Rotary world soon | earned that the 3-H programnade it possi -
ble to undertake vast international projects wthout surrendering
club autonony; that it was possible for a club to participate in such
projects without neglecting |local needs or those world
communi ty service projects best organi sed by individua clubs.

No one kept count of the nunber of banners and plaques dem
presented personal ly to clubs in al Rotary regions of the world.

Qemcarried the sinple nessage to “Reach Qut” around the
vorld, neeting not only Rotary leaders in clubs and districts but
heads of state or vice regal representatives in nany | ands, including
US President Carter whomhe invested as a Paul Harris Fellowin
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recognition of his work for world peace.

Per haps because 1979 was designated International Year of the
Child by the Lhited Nations, dem and June were given greater
opportunities to neet childreninal countries. They were particul ar -
ly interested i n handi capped children; and school s and institutions in
which these little ones were to be found seened to draw the
Renoufs |ike a nagnet. They nade nany snal | friends.

In his final president’s nessage to Rotarians, published in al the
Rotary nagazi nes around the world, Qemreferred to the ebb and
flow of the tide which replenishes the food source for the sea life
that abounds on the shore. He pointed out that the ebb and flowin
Rotary, represented by the annual change of |eaders at every |evel,
gives vitality to our novenent.

“Qne year is such a short space of tine, especialy in retrospect.
There is so much to be done and so little tine, if we neasure tine
interns of our periodin office and the task in terns of what can be
acconpl i shed in one year.

“But the inmmensity of our task denands a different perspective:
the perspective of the old nan in the Chinese fable, a nan who had
to cross a snall hill every day. Each day he took a stone in each
hand fromthe top of the hill to the bottom Asked why, he
ansvered: ‘1I'mnoving this hill. Not inny lifetine, nor in ny son's
lifeting, but intinethis hill wll be gone.’

“Vé nay not have noved any hills during this Rotary year, but |
have been thrilled and encouraged to see the nunber of stones
whi ch have been noved. There is evidence of great vitality in our
novenent, as we stand on the threshold of our 75th year. As |
wite this nessage, contributions to The Rotary Foundation are up
35 per cent on last year’s record figures. & are ahead 28 per cent
on new clubs forned at the sane stage last year. There is great
activity in Wrld Gommunity Service, FAMand Rotary' s various
youth prograns. The Health, Hunger and Hunmanity program has
been launched and the generous financial support of clubs seens
assured. G course, its full potentia wll be reaised in succeedi ng
years.

“It has been said that the agenda of Rotary is the unfinished busi -
ness of mnankind. It is along agenda. Gartainly it is not possible to
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finalise it in one year. V& hand on to our successors nuch unfin-
i shed busi ness.

“For what has been acconplished | shall always be grateful to the
| eadership team of 1978-79: to the 18,000 club presidents, the
280 R1. committeenen, the 20 fiscal agents, the seven admnistra-
tive advisers, the 375 district governors, the 11 trustees of The
Rotary Foundation, the 16 nenbers of the board. They have
provi ded great |eadership and ent husi asm

“Now we are on the ebb tide, but it wll cone back on July 1,
stronger than ever, wth a newvitality as we enter what can be the
greatest year in the long history of our novenent —our 75th year.

“To all of you who have reached out to June and ne in friendship
and encouragenent this year, | want sinply to say: “Thank you for
the greatest experience of our |ives.”

G course, in the nanner of past presidents, Qems service to
Rotary continued. He served the usual six years as a nenber and
chairman of The Rotary Foundation Trustees and has accepted
presidential assignments in nany areas of the world. He also
continued to devote nuch tine to charitable causes. In al these
activities he was supported by June, who shared his Gristian faith
and conmitnent to service.

d emwas honoured as a Menber of the Order of Australia (AV in
1978 and was created a Knight Bachelor in 1988. Sr dem and
Lady Renouf carried the title with the dignity one woul d expect of
them but they renained demand June, as they al ways had been
known, in Rotary and to their wde circle of friends.

In 1993, Gemlost his life partner. After courageously facing two
na or operations, June died, very suddenly, vhile still in hospital .
Qne need not dwell on the effect this had on Qem

By a strange twist of fate, demand June |lived next door to
another forner RAAF pilot, Ted Gates, and his wife, Frth; and the
two coupl es had becone close friends. Though Ted was not a
Rotarian, he was no stranger to service club work, having served
nmany years in Legacy, so they had much in conmmon. Wen June
and Ted died wthin weeks of each other, AQemand Frth were |eft
to console each other. In the fullness of tine their friendship
ripened and, with the blessings of both fanmiles and their nany
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friends, they narried.

Frth's oan friendliness and warm personal ity have endeared her
to Rotarians everywhere as she acconpanies dem on his Rotary
assignnents, naking light of her early confusion in attenpting to
di sti ngui sh bet ween conf erences, conventions, assenblies and insti -
tutes.

Qem Renouf takes quiet pride in the achievenents of his two
children. Noel, an Arts and Honours Social Wrk graduate, works
with psychiatric patients and was awarded a Ph. D degree for social
research in that area. Noel and wfe QlI live in Ml bourne. Daughter
Judy, with Science (BSc, MPhil) and Public Sector Managenent
Degrees is a B ochenist and works in Brisbane. During their school
years, both were Rotary exchange students and, having been
brought up in a Rotary famly, both absorbed the ideal of
sel fl ess service froman early age.

A emserved as president when Rotary was about to cel ebrate the
75th anniversary of its birth in Dearborn Sreet, Chicago and, to
nark the occasion, |aunched his absurd 3-H programwhi ch, though
clearly dooned to failure, succeeded. Now as Rotary in Australiais
celebrating 75 years of service in the Aitipodes, Gemis still chal -
I enging Rotarians to reach out to new horizons with a proposal of an
i npossi bl y anbi tious 75th anni versary project described in Chapter
S x. My he be long spared to propose and pronote preposterous
projects and prograns for the betternent of Rotary and the benefit
of hunanki nd.

ROYCE ABBEY, AM DCM

A bert Henry Royce Abbey was born on June 8 in the Ml bourne
suburb of Footscray, the fifthchildinafamly of seven. Hs father, a
second generation Australian of Scottish ancestry, was a railway-
nan, a train examner. H was an avid reader, a devout Christian
and el der of the Presbyterian Church who conducted B ble classes
and was superintendent of the Sunday school. Hs wfe was sinilarly
engaged in church activities. They were strict but |oving
parents, inculcating in their children a love of Gd, respect for the
law, high noral standards, scrupul ous honesty and a sense of
personal responsibility for those in need. They al so insisted on
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cleanliness. The snal | house was al ways spotless and so, al so, were
the children: scrubbed, neat and tidy wth boots cleaned and hair
br ushed.

They also instilled in their children those attitudes to work that
vere to influence all their lives. Foyce still recalls sone of his
father’s homlies: do the best wth what you' ve got; if it's worth
doing at al, it’s worth doing well; put your best foot forward, best
side to London; give afair day's work for a fair day' s pay.

“Wiat our parents were doing,” said Royce, “was establishing
standards of behaviour and concern for others that we nmight not
have acquired wthout their precept and exanpl e.”

The fanmily had few naterial possessions; but what all the
children did have was an abundance of |ove and enotional security.
I'n consequence it was a very happy famly.

Young Foyce attended the | ocal State prinary school, going on to
the local technical school. Hs extra-curriclar interests vere fairly
typical of boys of his age. Not a star on the “footy” field, he was
good at tennis and cricket and engaged in other sporting activities,
alnost all associated with church or Sunday school. He al so | ear ned
to play the guitar, took a |eadership role in the church youth club
and was sent to a YMCA |eadership course, beginning
alifelong association. He a so hel ped his el der brother, wo, to earn
sone extra noney, made toys and scooters in a backyard
wor kshop.

The world was still struggling painfully out of the depression
when, at the age of 14, Royce left school to take a job in a shoe
store. Hs start in business could hardly have been lowier. H was
the shoe-shine boy, ran nessages and tidied up the shop when
there were no custoners. Soon, on Friday nights (late shopping)
and Saturday nornings, he was allowed to hel p out as a sal es assis-
tant, graduating next to the warehouse and then to the sal es staff.

He left the footwear business to take a job with a rea estate
agent who had taken a “shine” to the snart young shoe sal esnan
and was convinced that he coul d nake a successful career of real
estate. Hs first task was rent-collecting, on a bicycle in al weath-
ers, being evaded by tenants unwilling to pay and evading dogs
uwlling to allow himaccess to their territory. Hs other interests
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continued nuch as before, mainly associated with church and
YMCA.

By studying at night, he gained his Real Estate Sub-Licence, the
first step to a career in his chosen vocation. Wnfortunately his
plans, like those of so nany others, were seriously disrupted by
VWrld Ver II. As soon as he was old enough, he enlisted in the
Arny and soon found hinsel f serving in New Qui nea.

I'n coomon with nost war heroes, Royce is reluctant to tal k about
his own exploits, but contenporary newspaper reports tell the story
of the heroism of Acting Sergeant A H R Abbey who,
havi ng assuned command when his officers becane casualties,
identified and | ed an attack on an eneny position in the face of the
nost deternined resistance by a vastly superior and well -
entrenched force. A few weeks later he was sent off to officers’
school ; and while there learned that he had been awarded the
O stingui shed Conduct Medal (DQAV). After he was commissioned he
continued to serve wth distinction.

Royce’s own comment on his decoration is typical: “I lost nany
good friends who were just as worthy of recognition. Al they got
was a letter to their parents expressing regret.”

Wien the war ended, Lieutenant Abbey was appointed Gficer in
Charge of Properties, divesting the arny of the properties it had
acquired or requisitioned during the war. Hs office was in
Mel bourne and, while there, he renewed acquai ntance with Mss
Jean Arnstrong, a friend of his sisters, who worked in a nearby
office and lived close to his own parents’ hone. Wat nore natural
than that they should travel to work on the sane train? They
becane good friends; such very good friends, in fact, that they
eventual ly forned a |ife partnership.

After denwobilisation in August, 1946, Royce's first civilian job was
inthe office of a nanufacturing conpany. “It was a position of no
great responsibility,” he recalled. “It offered no particular chal |l enge
and no visible prospects of advancenent; but it was a job; and it
hel ped ne to nake the adjustnent frommlitary tocivilianlife.”

At week-ends, Royce hel ped his brother in a snall part-tine busi -
ness naking venetian blinds in the back-yard shed. The tiny busi -
ness began to grow and they were joined by their father and ot her
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brothers in what was beconing a lucrative sideline for the famly.
For Royce the extra incone was particularly wel cone as he and
Jean were striving to establish a hone.

Suddenly there was a dramatic increase in the demand for venet -
ian blinds. The back-yard factory could no |onger neet the orders
wth limted space and part-tine operatives, so, at a famly confer -
ence, Royce was persuaded to resign his job and becone working
nanager of the little enterprise.

A fanily conpany was forned, Dural Leeds Pty. Limted; |arger
premses were rented. Royce responded to enquiries, visited the
potential custoners’ hones to neasure up, prepared quotations,
returned to the factory to nake the blinds and then delivered t hem
in a borrowed vehicle. The business prospered and one by one the
other nenbers of the famly followed Royce into full tine enploy-
nment with the conany. They designed and built new nachi nes and
devel oped new nanuf act uri ng techni ques.

Fromthe snal | est naker of venetian blinds in the country, Dural
Leeds becane the largest nanufacturer of blinds, awnings, screen
doors and windows in the Southern Hem sphere. And throughout
the history of this renarkably successful business, and until after it
had nerged with a huge international undertaking, the narketing
director was Royce Abbey, a man wi t hout
narketing, pronotion or business training but who, neverthel ess,
conduct ed hi ghly successful sal es courses throughout Australia and
pl anned narketing and advertising strategi es for the conpany.

In 1974, having resigned fromthe conpany, Royce established
anot her successful busi ness: Abbey Mirketing Services, a busi ness
consul tancy specialising in sales pronotion training.

It was in 1954, during the early years of business chal | enge and
al nost ceasel ess activity that Royce was invited to nenbership of
the Rotary Qub of Essendon, the first suburban club sponsored by
Australia's first Rotary club. A his very first neeting he net Sr
Angus Mtchell, who sat wth himat the Iuncheon and told hi mhow
nuch he was going to enjoy his service in Rotary.

“He continued to take a personal interest in ne, as he did wth
nany other younger Rotarians,” said Royce. “l realise now that he
was a great influence in ny Rotary life; and | amoften reninded of
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Angus and hi s influence when | think of how nuch nore we might all
do to hel p new Rotarians.”

Foyce did not aspire to high office in Rotary. Like nost of us
vhen we first becone Rotarians, he did not even see hinself as a
potential club president, nuch less a president of Rotary Interna-
tional; but Rotary awakened, or at |east sharpened in hima sense of
civic responsibility which led to his offering hinself for election to
the Essendon Gty Guncil “. . . sothat | nmight bein a position to
do sonething about inproving the local admnistration instead of
just conpl aining about it”. He served for three years as a councillor,
a job he would have considered beyond his capabilities before he
joined Rotary.

Fotary captured his inagination. He sawit as an organisation of
“doers” rather than “tal kers”. Having seen so nmany groups, clubs
and associations in which the work was done by a snmall board or
committee while others watched and criticised, he found that
Rotary was the opposite. The work was done by everyone and no
one criticised. Royce found it refreshing.

Wiile Rotary began to claamnore of his attention and interest,
he found renewed interest in the YMCA which he was to serve in a
variety of offices, including Ml bourne Metropolitan President
1970-75 and president of the National Gouncil of YMCA' s of
Australia 1982-86 and renai ned, thereafter, an active and enthusi -
astic vorker for this great internationa body.

He was given a series of Rotary club appointnents, all of which he
enj oyed because of the fellowship and co-operation he received as
wel | as the sense of achievenent and the opportunities for
further service offered.

Preparing his first address to his Rotary club taught himwhat he
still regards as an inportant lesson, not only in Rotary but in busi -
ness and any vol untary activity.

“Aways prepare,” he says. “Do your honework. Speaki ng w t hout
preparation is an insult to your audience. | think we should apply a
one-vay test to every address we deliver: ‘what’s init for then?”

In 1963-64 Royce served as club president and this was fol | oned
by a series of district appointnents, including youth activities chair-
nman in 1967-68. Intrigued by the glowng reports of the RYLA pro-
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gram being conducted in sonme districts and by the fervour
evident inits adherants whenever they attenpted to describe it, he
decided to see it in operation. He flewto Sydney and attended part
of the Dstrict 275 (9750) semnar. An immedi ate convert, he
pronptly introduced the programto his own district.

In the followng year he was nominated district governor 1969-
70. Afriend who was a nenber of the nominating comittee tells
the story of his call to Royce during the coomttee’ s deliberations.
“The conversation was very brief,” he recalls. “I said ‘Royce, the
nomnating commttee would like to know what school you went
to.” And Royce answered, ‘David, if the noninating committee’s
decisionis likely to be influenced by what school | attended, |’ mnot
their man.’” He got the nomnation.

After service as governor, he was chosen for nenbership of the
youth activities conmttee 1975-76, recei ved The Rotary Founda-
tion dtation for Mritorious Service in 1976, and was el ected to the
board of directors for 1976-78, serving as a vice president and
nmenber of the executive committee. He was a nenber of the
Rotary Down Under executive commttee from 1975 to 1984,
serving two terns as chairnman. He was al so a nenber of the RYLA
advi sory committee appointed by the Australian and New Zeal and
Institutes.

Follow ng his two years on the board of RI., Royce was a nenber
and chairman of the RI. Ranning Cormttee, Pacific Regional on-
ference Chairman in 1981, International Assenbly Goup Leader
1982, International Assenbly Mderator 1983, Australian Rotary
Heal th Research Fund Chairnman 1983-87, chairnan of the RI.
Youth Commttee 1983-85, International vice chairman of the
PolioPlus Conmttee 1985-88, nenber of the conmittee to study
the International Assenbly 1986-87.

During his years of service on various RI. cormittees and the
board, Royce's closest Rotary colleague and close friend was Ken
Scheller of Sydney. Their Rotary careers were renarkably sinmlar
and Royce followed Ken as a board nenber and vice president.
Being of sinlar build, simlar disposition and having the sane irre-
pressi bl e sense of fun, they were accused by sone friends on the
R1. staff of being the sane person. They asserted that the Aussies
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had given the one Rotarian two separate identities to keep himon
the board for four years. This nyth was finally dispelled by a pho-
tograph of the pair engaged in a snowbal | fight outside the old RI.
secretariat building in Evanston. It was captioned “There are two of
them”

The Sydney- Mel bourne rivalry expressed in the sharp wit of these
two in their Rotary appearances on the sane platformwas a per-
nanent source of mrth for which their fellows were always grateful .
They were, of course, denonstrating that it is possible —and desir -
able —to take Rotary responsibilities seriously wthout taking our -
sel ves seriously.

Royce and Ken renai ned close friends until the untinely death of
the latter in 1974; and when Royce was elected RI.President for
1988-89 he generously acknow edged his friend s great contribu-
tion and the possibility that Ken mght have been chosen for this
high office, wth a very sinple but noving tribute: “I'Il try to do it
for both of us,” he said.

In the mdst of the alnost frenetic activity leading to Royce' s
nomnation for president, he nanaged to find tine to consult his
doctor about sone nagging synptons. It is as well that he did so,
for wthin days he was in hospital undergoing najor heart surgery;
after which he applied to the task of recovery the sane deternina-
tionand wll to succeed as he did to Rotary and busi ness.

Fol low ng his recovery and his nomnation for president, only two
years |ater, he received what he described as “an unexpected fringe
benefit”. He was asked to help in a publicity canpai gn for extension
of the heart unit at the Epworth Hospital. He was interviewed by
radio stations all around Australia, resulting in donations of nore
than $160,000 and the opportunity to talk about Rotary and its
pr ogr ans.

Before taking office as president of Rotary International Royce
nade a few conments that renain no | ess pertinent a decade | ater.

“In Rotary,” he said, “as in your vocation, as in life, if you think
the world offers too few opportunities you are right. You nust
nake an effort to recognise opportunities when they do present
thensel ves; and if none appear to be offering, you nust create
your own.
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“No Rotary club will ever be a great club by sitting down and
waiting for opportunities to serve. The club nust identify needs
before it can ever begin to plan to neet them It nust create its
own opportunities for service. And great clubs wil not renain great
unl ess they introduce fresh ideas frominnovative thinkers.

“Many great, well-established busi nesses have been overtaken
by young, vigorous conpetitors because they thought they knew
all the answers. They were not willing to change with the tines. The
sane can be applied to Rotary clubs and all of Rotary International .

“V¢ nust nake nore efficient and nore extensive use of the
talent we have in Rotary. Bvery Rotarian who has succeeded in his
profession or trade or craft or business has know edge and experi -
ence and skills to share. VW nust learn to utilise these vast
resources of talent for the benefit of the whole hunan famly
through real ly great Rotary projects.

“At the sane tine we nust not neglect the | ocal comunity and
its needs. Therefore we need nore and younger Rotarians to share
the workl oad. They are out there, in our communities, just waiting
for aninvitation to serve wth us.”

In the 1988 Australia Day Honours List, the name of Royce
Abbey appeared as a Menber of the Order of Australia, AM

Royce chose, as his presidential thene, an appeal for vitality:
“Put Lifeinto Rotary —Your Life” and his year was narked by sone
renar kabl e successes. The PolioP us initial target of $USI20 mllion
was reached and Rotary returned to countries in the area then
known as “behind the iron curtain” with the formation of the Rotary
Qubs of Wirsaw, Poland and Budapest in Hingary, in both of which
Royce was personal |y invol ved.

Snce his year as president, of course, he has continued to work
tirelessly for Rotary, as a nenfber and chai rnan of The Rotary Foun-
dation and in many other capacities.

As was to be expected, as president, Royce travelled the world
with Jean at his side. And, of course, wherever they went they
nade friends; for people everywhere naturally respond to their
genui ne and unaffected friendl i ness.

Royce once said of Jean: “She is one of those rare people who
always find good in people, overlooking or naking allowances for
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their shortcomngs. Marriage has strengthened ny own commit -
nent to service because of Jean's influence.” Referring to her
ability to accept reverses philosophically he recalled when she
suffered a fractured leg at Minich and had to | eave the convention
to fly hone. “It could have been nuch worse,” she told him “It
coul d have happened to you.”

The Abbeys have four children, all narried. In order of seniority
they are Susan (Schoene), a forner teacher, nother of two; Robyn
(S mmie), noted horseworman and pony-club | eader, nother of two;
David Royce, lawer, a past president of the Rotary A ub of Echuca
and presi dent of Echuca YMCA father of two; and Leigh, involved in
pronoti ons, production and advertising, father of two. Royce and
Jean are, not unnaturally, very proud parents and grandparents.

Royce Abbey, whose service has been recogni sed with nmany
awards in addition to his DMand AM was naned Mictorian of the
Year on Australia Day, 1989. Hs nane wll be perpetuated by Inter-
national House at Mel bourne Lhiversity in the Royce Abbey Room

GLEN KI NRCSS

Wthin the period under review April 1921-April 1996, only three
Australians had served in the office of Rotary International Presi -
dent; but another has been called and has been officially declared
President Nominee for the year 1997-98. As president-el ect he wil
be a nenber of the board fromJuly 1, 1996.

Wthout pre-enpting what nmight be witten about himin the
usual brief biography to appear inal officia Rotary nagazi nes when
he takes office on July 1, 1997, it seens appropriate that readers
be given sone information about the Fotarian who is to serve as
the 88th president of Rotary International (actually only the 87th
person to be president, because Paul Harris served two
terns: 1910-11 and 1911-12).

The Kinross fanmly mgrated from Scotland and settled in
Townsvi Il e, where John Kinross established his furniture nanufac-
turing business in 1883. Hs son, Ml colm @ ennie Kinross,
establ i shed the present business in Brisbane in 1911, retaining the
nane, John Kinross & . It is believed to be the ol dest famly furni -
ture nanufacturing business in Australia
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Gen Wiliam K nross was born in Brisbane on January 9, 1931. He
attended Eagle Junction State School and Brisbane G anmar
School . After reaching sub-senior level he was apprenticed to his
father in the famly business, where he began by learning the trade
of carpentry and joinery. Progressing through the firm he gai ned
on-the-job experience in al departnents, showng a particular inter-
est in furniture design. A the sane tine he becane experienced in
busi ness nanagenent and narketing. This practical training and
experience devel oped in the young nan a | ove of craftsnanship and
a firm Dbelief in busi ness integrity and the
pursuit of vocational excellence.

He is now joint proprietor and chairnman of directors of John
Kinross & @. Heis a past president of the Australian Gouncil of Fur-
niture Mainufacturers and is a life neniber, past president and coun-
sellor of the Queensland Guild of Furniture Manufacturers.

G en was el ected to nenbership of the Fotary Qub of Hamilton in
1960 and held several club offices before serving as president in
1966- 67.

In 1973-74 he was governor of D strict 260 (9600), after which
he was chosen as an international assenbly study group |eader,
subsequent |y serving on several RI. conmittees and as an inforna-
tioninstitute counsellor.

Hected a director of Rotary International for 1982-84, he was
vice president in 1983-84. Snce his service on the board, his
i nvol venent has continued as a nenber or chairman of several RI.
commttees and a Trustee of The Rotary Foundati on.

A en and Heather were married in 1954. They have four
children, the eldest, Gen, is a dental surgeon in private practice in
Brisbane; daughter Helen is a registered nurse working in aged
care, asoin Bishane; Juieis a socia worker, currently director of
the Qonciliation, Himan Rghts and Equal Qoportunity Conm ssion
in Sydney; and Milcolmhas entered the famly firmwth his father
and uncl e.

As teenagers, Qen and Heather were nenbers of a youth organ-
i sation which had a fourfol d program worship, study, recreation and
service. He has said that Rotary has been an extension of their
teenage years, giving themuntol d opportunities to serve in a nean-
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ingful way and has constantly challenged their thinking and
phil osophy of life.

He refers to the inportance of the nunber four in their lives: the
fourfold programin their youth, which has continued to be inpor -
tant in Rotary wth the four-part (pject of Rotary, the four avenues
of service and the Four Wy Test.

Describing hinself as an “average Rotarian from an average
Rotary club who is being given an opportunity that is anything but
average’, he is sustained by the thought that he will have the
support of 1.2 mllion other “average” Rotarians for, he says: “I
believe that the average Fotarian is an individual conmtted toalife
of service. . . who wll give enormous anounts of tine and energy
fighting poverty, alleviating hunger, pronoting literacy, eradicating
polio, working wth young people and performing the countless
other tasks that occupy an average Rotary club.”

Gen Kinross is one of those who believe that vocational service
should be restored to its original place in Rotary.

“Vocational service forns the very basis of our nenbership,” he
says. “Anything else we do in Rotary, other organisations can do
just as well.” H would like to bring back the days when Rotarians
brought to their own trades and professions the high ethical
standards that Rotary espouses.

He al so believes that the pioneering spirit needs to be re-kind ed
in Rtary; and that initiative, inagination, ingenuity and deternna-
tion nust be encouraged.

In this review of Rotary's past in Australia, Gen Knross repre-
sents the future; and his view of the chall enges ahead are given in
the epi | ogue.

ROTARY | NTERNATI ONAL DI RECTORS
The first and second RI. directors fromthe Antipodes were New
Zeal anders: Charles Fhodes in 1923-24 and S L.P. Free 1930-31.

Fred B rks

The first Australian elected to the Board of Orectors of Rotary
International was GF. B rks of the Fotary AQub of Sydney who had
been Australia s first district governor and who, it wll be recalled,
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served two terns as governor of the 65th Dstrict, which then
covered all of Australia, in 1927-28 and 1928-29. Fred served on
the board as second vice president in 1932-33.

Fred B rks was described by Paul Harris in 1935 as “the grand ol d
nan of Rotary in Australia’. H was known to be a person of great
conpassi on, show ng particul ar concern for the disabl ed, the disad-
vantaged and the oppressed. The Fnion, in Septener, 1929 tells
an interesting story of Fred s youthful invol venent in a fascinating
piece of Australian history: the Uopian New Australia
settlement in Paraguay led by WIliam Lane. Fed, wth his young
wife and two children, joined the now historic expedition to found
an ideal socialist colony. Wen the experinent failed, Fred went on
to London, secured agenci es and returned to Sydney in 1897 where
he built up the firmof Fotter and Brks.

Wen the school for crippled children was built in the grounds of
the Royal Al exandra Hospital for Children in 1930, so that the
children could receive their physiotherapy and daily nedical treat -
nent w thout |osing too much schooling, Fred, for nany years,
donated towards the cost of hot nidday neals for the children. In
1942 the school was re-naned the Fred Birks Activity School .

S nclar MG bbon

After Angus Mtchell’s service as a director in 1937-38 and agai n
in 1940-41, the next Australian to serve on the RI. Board was
Snclair J. MG bbon of the Fotary GQub of Perth.

Snclair was one of those who had gathered in Sydney in 1924 for
the first (informal) Austral asian Rotary conference attended by rep-
resentatives of 19 clubs, vhich led to the first official conference in
Australia heldin Mlbourne in 1926.

He served as governor of the 65th District in 1932-33 when
there were two districts in Australia (65 and 76).

Snclair MGbbon believed nost firmy that it wvas “. . . the duty
of every Rotary club and its officers to educate its nenbers as to
the ideals and objects of Rotary and the individual Rotarian's
responsibility to Rotary”; and he advocated frequent club discus-
sions of Rotary topics and the use of club foruns as educational
tools. He also believed in the value of Rotary nagazi nes as inpor -

247



SEVENTY FI VE YEARS CF SERVI CE

tant educational nedia. At the 1935 Australian Rotary Conference
he addressed the gathering on the need for every Rotarian to read
The Rotari an.

He was elected to the Board of Drectors of RI. for 1943-44
when Vérid Vér 11 was still raging and any activity not directly asso-
ciated wth the war effort was extrenely difficult. Despite the
problens, Snclair MG bbon recognised the continued existence
and gronth of Rotary as an inportant anciliary service in vartine
and as a basis on which to devel op the nany post-war services that
surely would be required; and with this in nmind he discharged his
duties conscientiously and effectively.

QDA (perg, CBE

Australia was represented on the board by Angus Mtchell as
president in 1948-49 and as i nmedi ate past president in 1949-50.
In Rotary's Qlden Amniversary year, 1954-55, the colourful Qlie
(pberg served on the board, beconing first vice president in the
followng year.

Alie Coerg was known as a flanboyant character whose
presence in any gathering was unlikely to go unnoticed. An inpos-
ing figure, an inperious nanner and an authoritative voice
commanded attention. (ne mght disagree with what Alie said
(one often did), but one had no alternative but to listen. O

A well known tinber nan, he played a leading role in the Tinber
Merchants’ Associ ation and in the formation of the Tiniber Devel op-
nent Association. He had been appointed to a special committee
by the Australian Gvernnent to advise on the nost effective use
of tinber inwar tine. Tinber was needed, of course, for amiltiplic-
ity of mlitary and civilian uses, such as arny huts, canp
hospital' s, wharves and bridges, rifle stocks —and coffins.

A nenber of the Rotary Qub of Sydney, Qlie was invited to
serve on the International Affairs Conmittee of RI1. in 1948-49,
the year before his year as governor of the 29th DOstrict in 1949-
50. In the followng year he was appointed to the Ains and (bj ects
Gommittee and then the ProgramP anning Coomittee. Foll owing his
year as first vice president, he was again called upon to work and
provide | eadership in several capacities.
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Qlie herg was often described as a nan who worked best under
pressure and who nade sure he was al ways at his best by accepting
every voluntary assignnent offered by his vocational associations,
his community and Rotary.

ADG Sevart

Douglas Sewart was al so a nenber and past president of the
Rotary Qub of Sydney, serving as governor of the 29th Ostrict in
1954-55. A nost inpressive district governor, he was noted for his
personal interest in and encouragenent of every new Rotarian
inducted during his year. He was also fanous for the inordinate
length of neetings during his official visits to clubs, when an
adj ournment at mdnight was considered not unusual. After his
gubernatorial year he was irmmediately chosen for international
assignnents, of which he held nany until his election to the board
in 1960. In the second year of his termhe was first vice president.

Ater his service on the board, Doug' s considerabl e experience
was utilised by a succession of RI. presidents as a conmittee nem
ber and chairnman. Included among his nany appointnents were
Trustee of The Rotary Foundation and Chairman of the
@unci | on Legislation.

Doug was jeal ous of Rotary’s reputation and had a firmconviction
that any Rotarian whose behavi our was found to be | ess than hon-
ourabl e should be invited to resign. Anyone who failed to avail him
self of such a generous offer, in Doug s opinion, should be renoved
by due process.

Hs counsel was frequently sought by Rotarians —often new y-
elected club presidents or directors —who had encountered
constitutional or procedural problens. Doug woul d sel dom give an
i nmedi ate, direct answer. He woul d encourage the nenber to find
the answer to his question in the constitutional docunents. Then he
woul d discuss the interpretation of the witten word. This, he
clained, was a better way of educating new nenbers in the ways
of Rotary than nerely answering questions. Doug is still renem
bered by nany as Rotary’s “el der statesnan’ during his later years.

Sephen J. OHilloran
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A nenber of the Rotary O ub of Wagga Wagga, New South
Vel es, Seve OHalloran was governor of the 30th Dstrict in 1956-
57. In the followng year he was appointed a Rotary |nfornation
counsel lor, then a nenber of the Vocational Service Gonsultative
Goup, nenber of the Convention Committee and International
Assenbly Goup Leader. He was elected to the board of RI. for
1966-68 and was first vice president in the second year of his term
of of fice,
during which he travel led widely in Australia, New Zeal and and South
Africa which were then part of the one Rotary region, known as
ANZAQ. O

It was Seve OHalloran who successfully applied to the RI. board,
during his termas a director, for officia recognition of the annual
conference of incunbent and past RI. officers in Australia as a
Rotary Institute.

Ater his service on the board, as is usual for past directors, he
was given a succession of inportant conmttee assignments,
including, on several occasions, the conmttee to nomnate the
president of RI.

Seve, a successful architect, was one of the ten children of a
sinple farmng fanily, the eccentricities of which provided himwth
arich store of anecdotes on which he drew liberally to enliven his
talks to Rotary gatherings. He eventually collected these tales into
avaluabe little book titled The Days that are Gone, wich paints a
vivid picture of life onasnall Rverina selectioninthe early part of
the 20th Century.

Kenneth A Schel | er

After dem Renouf, the next director from Australia was Ken
Schel ler, a nener of the Fotary Qub of Bondi Junction (later the
Fotary Qub of Sydney) who had been governor of District 275
(9750) in 1964-65. Ken was a director in 1974-75 and second vi ce
president in 1975-76.

Fol lowng his year as governor, Ken had been chosen for a series
of Rotary International appointnents, including International
Assenbly group | eader and nenbership of the planning comttee
for three years.
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It was Ken's able advocacy, as a district governor, against the
strongest opposition by sone past governors, that led to the
successful establishnment, by the Rotary Qubs of Newtown and
Bayswater, of Rotary Down Under. And it was his equally able
representation as a board nenber that resulted in the adoption of
an acceptable plan for the granting of official status to reg onal
nagazi nes. He renai ned cl osel y associated with Rotary Down Under
for 20 years, either as conmttee chai rnan or nenber.

I'n recognition of his services to the nagazine, Ken's great contri -
bution is coomenorated in the annual Ken Scheller Anard, which is
conferred each year for the contributed article that nost effective-
|y expresses the Rotary ideal of service.

Fol I owing his neniership of the Rotary International Board, Ken
was sel ected by successive presidents for assignnents. The one
that probably gave him the nost enjoynent and enabled himto
denonstrate his talent for hard work, efficient organisation and
effective | eadership wth trenendous fun as the principal ingredient
was I nternational Assenbly noderator. [

Aways nodest about his attainnents, Ken insisted that prefer-
nent in Rotary is largely a natter of chance: “being in the right
place at the right tine and coming under the notice of the right
person to give you that first opportunity to show your nettle.” H
was also wont to say (just to bring everyone down to size) that
“..anyone who thinks he gets a Rotary International job because
he's the best only denonstrates the size of his own inflated ego.
Many —in fact the great najority —of Rotary’s nost tal ented
people are never offered or wll never be available for an interna-
tional appointnent;” and: “For every RI. committee nenber and
every director there are hundreds of Rotarians who could do the job
as well, or better. You ve got to be snart to niss the Rotary gravy
tran”0

Leslie W MQ egor

The Rotarian who followed Ken Scheller as a director was Royce
Abbey (1976-78). The next Australian director was Les MG egor,
in 1979-81, serving as R1. Treasurer in the second year of his term
His thefirst Australian to have held that office.
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A nenber of the Rotary dub of South Sydney, New South Wl es,
Les was governor of District 275 (9750) in 1965-66, after which
he was entrusted wth Rotary International assignnents —i ncl udi ng
the publications conmttee —every year until his election to the
board (and, incidentally, has held appointnents every year since,
including a termas a Trustee of The Rotary Foundation).

Les was a menber of the first Rotary Down Under Board
of Governors and editorial coomttee, later serving as a nenber
and chairnan of the managenent committee. As a director, he
was also largely responsible for supervising the establishnent in
1980 of a Rotary International literature depot in Australia which,
until the South Pacific regional office of the RI. Secretariat opened
in Sydney, was attached to the Rotary Down Under office in
Parranatta. [

Wien the Australian Institute appointed a Rotary H story
conmttee to publish the 50 years history of Rotary in Australia in
time for the 1971 convention in Sydney, Les MGegor was the
nenber responsible for co-ordinating the production of the book.
He was called upon to do the sane job when the Institute history
was published in 1979; and now finds hinself on the Hstory and
Archives Conmittee responsible for publishing this book. H was
al so responsi bl e for the production of his own club' s history in 1971
and agai n in 1996.

Les held the printing and publishing classificationinhis cluband it
is clear that his vocational skills and experience have been put to
very good use for Rotary. [

Brian H Know es

After Les MGegor cane Gen Kinross and then Brian Know es in
1986-88, who also was elected R|. Treasurer for the second hal f
of histerm0

As a nenber of the Rotary dub of Sandgate, Quieensland, Brian
had served as governor of Dstrict 960 in 1969-70, after which he
was selected for several international assignnents, including
nenber ship of the finance conmittee, while still retaining his
district interests and his nenbership of the International Huse
Board, of which he was deputy president. He al so served as a nem
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ber and chai rnan of the Australian International Projects Advisory
Committee (I PAQ.

Before his electiontothe RI. Board, Brian noved to Queensl and' s
@l d oast, becoming a nenber of the Rotary dub of Southport
North; but the perennia holiday atnosphere of his new environnent
failed to have an enervating effect on this indefatigabl e worker.

Beconing chairman of the Gouncil and a nenber of the Rotary
Down Under committee during his termas director, Brian was
subsequently elected to serve on that cormittee for two three-
year terns. He has al so continued to serve Rotary International in a
series of inportant assignnents, including chairnanship of the
Vst Pacific Region PolioP us Coomttee.

In recent years Brian has been invol ved in severa inportant Polio-
P us nissions in China and has negoti ated agreenents wth the Chi -
nese Governnent, having been nomnated by The Rotary Founda-
tion to work wth the Vérld Bank in establishing facilities in China
and other Asian countries.

Back in 1973 Brian Knowes startled his fellow Rotarians by
declaring that Fotary did not need nore nenbers. He pointed out
that there were then 14 steps involved in the election of a new
nenber and he suggested a further 14 steps to nake each new
nenber a Rotarian. Mre than 20 years later, he still enphasises
the inportance of Rotary education for new nenbers of Rotary
clubs to ensure that they are, indeed, Rotarians; and he continues
to set a fine exanple. H is currently (1995-96) Pacific Area
Qo-ordinator of the Menbership Task Force.

Kevi n Hardes

A nenber of the Rotary AQub of Taree, New South Vél es, Kevin
Hardes served as governor of District 265 (9650) in 1974-75. He
was appointed to the Rotary Down Uhder committee, serving as
treasurer and chairnan. Hs najor Rotary International appoi ntnent
was to the denanding Fotary Infornation Seninars, involving the
| eadership of senminars in Queensland, Papua New Quinea and North-
ern Territory. He was a Rotary International director in 1990-91 and
treasurer 1991-92.

Because his own father had died of Polio, Kevin had a particul ar
interest in PolioAus and volunteered to lead the canpaign teamin
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his own district, which nade the highest per-capita contribution in
Australia. He continues to work for the eradication of polio in his
own district and at large as a nenber of the PolioM us Speakers
Bureau. He is also a nenber of the Fanily and Community Goncer ns
Task Force of RI.

Among Kevin's other interests is menbership devel opnent
because, he argues, Rotary cannot hope to achieve its objectives in
the world wthout nmany nore nenbers, particularly those who are
wlling to accept the responsibilities of |eadership. For the 1996-97
year he has been appoi nted South Pacific Area -ordinator of the
Menber shi p Task Force.

The encouragenent of service by the younger nenbers of the
community has been expressed by Kevin Hardes in his continuing
interest in Rotaract. O

\Vocational |y, Kevinis aforner vice president of the National Aus-
tralian Autonotive Deal ers’ Association and in 1984 received the
Time Magazine Quality Deal er of the Year Anard.

John Garrick

Fornerly a nenber of the Rotary Qub of Hinters HIIl, New South
Vel es, John Garrick is nowa nenber of the Fotary Qub of Lindfield.
He served as governor of District 968 (9680) in 1977-78 and is
currently director of Rotary International 1994-1996. [J

John's involvenent in Rotary has been w despread. Qhe of his
earliest district assignnents was to the then newy-forned RYLA
conmittee in which he played a significant part in nounting his dis-
trict’s first RYLA seminar in 1969. Thereafter successive governors
nmade use of his talents and Rotary commitnent in a series of
appoi nt nent s.

After his year as governor, he was sinmilarly enployed by presi -
dents of Rotary International until his election to the board, proba-
bly his nost denandi ng assi gnnent bei ng his | eadership of the Polio
P us canpai gn in New South Vel es as Sate co-ordinator.

John has been a board nenber of the Australian Rotary Health
Resear ch Fund and has been active in the Salvation Arny Red Shiel d
Appeal as a regional officer.

John is one of those who believe that Rotary's future effective-
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ness —perhaps even its survival —depends on the recruitnent of
younger nenbers, both men and wonen. Aged nenbership, al beit
of the finest quality, he asserts, wll not be sufficient for surviva as
nuniers dw ndl e. The destiny of Rotary, he believes, still lies in ser-
vice to others and in the continuing search for international under -
standi ng, goodwi || and peace.

“d one fact there is no doubt,” says John. “Vé w Il never run out
of custoners.”

John Garrick wll conplete his termas a director on June 30,
1996; but, in the nanner of all forner directors of RIl., his service
to Rotary will continue undi nini shed.

Barry Thonpson, QAM

Fotary International Drector Hect is Barry Thonpson, Rotary
Qub of Padstow, New South Wl es, who was governor of D strict
969 (9690) in 1985-86.

He has served Rotary International wth distinction as an Interna-
tional Assenbly Goup Leader, Presidents’ Rotary Infornation Goun-
sellor, Assistant G-ordinator of the Functional Literacy Task Force
and as a nenber of the Vocational Service Committee,
Menber shi p Devel opnent Task Force, the Drug Abuse Prevention
Task Force and the Recreation and Fel | owshi p Task Force.

\Vocationally, Barry is operations general nanager of the Federal
Arports Qurporation wth national responsibility for the provision
and operation of airport facilities in Australias ngor cities. H was
a menber of the Australian CGovernment Transport |ndustry
Advi sory Cormittee and was a nenber of the Aviation Conmittee
of the Australian B centennial Authority.

Barry Thonpson's contribution to Rotary as a board nenber has
yet to be nade; but his past perfornance suggests that it wll be
not i nconsi der abl e.

The New Zeal and directors

The ANZO Region of Rotary International includes New Zeal and
and the Pacific Island nations and sone of our great RI. directors
have been from across the Tasnan.

New Zeal and representation began in 1923-24 with Charles
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Rhodes, followed in 1930-31 by S L. P. Free, wo was second vice
presi dent .

Henry J. Guthrie was a director in 1935-36.

In 1943-44 The Hon (Sr) George Ilott served as a director and
as second vice president in the followng year.

Harold T. Thonas was el ected to the board for 1950-52, and was
first vice president in the second year of his term Harold, of
course, was to serve wth distinction as R1. president in 195960,
giving us a thene that is still renenbered: Build Bridges of
Fri endshi p.

The director for 1958-60 was Charles H Tayl or, renenbered for
his contribution to the devel opnent of Interact.

Leslie V. Pnillips was director in 1964-65 and second vice presi -
dent 1965-66. He attended the Canberra conference at which the
foundations of the Australian Institute were finaly and firnhy laid.
Thereafter, R1. directors fromNew Zeal and, by virtue of their office,
vere responsi bl e for convening the institutes in Australia and New
Zeal and during their terns on the board.

The first New Zeal and convener of an Australian Rotary Institute
was Ted de Joux, 1972-74, who had been chairman of the
conbi ned New Zeal and ol den Anniversary (onference in 1971. It
was he who first seriously suggested an official role for regiona
Rot ary nagazi nes.

J.S (Bob) Yarnton was director in 1978-80 and, wth his warnth
and sincerity, becane very popular wth the Australian Rotarians he
net at institutes and conferences.

Neill Inkster, best known in the region for his pioneering work in
arranging cultural exchanges wth the People’s Republic of China,
was director in 1984-86.

In 1988-90, Or. Gattan O Qonnell was director. Aready well
known throughout the region for his work leading up to and during
the PolioP us canpaign, Gattan was a popul ar board nenber and
continues to nake an inportant contribution in nany areas, not
least of whichis his long invol venennt wth Rotary Down Unhder. O

Qur last director fromNew Zeal and was Onen McDowel |, in 1992-
94, whose cheerful presence was welcone at nany
Australian Rotary gatherings before and during his years of service
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on the board.

Al our Kiw directors since 1973 have taken their turn as
chairnen of the Rotary Down Under governing body (the QGouncil)
and have also served on the cormittee of the nagazine. S nce
1976 all directors fromthe region have provided the direct Iink
between the R1. board and the nagazi ne.
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Angus Mtchell unveils a plaque which reads:
Rotary International —The Rotary A ub of
Essendon dedi cates this House of Friendship to
the Aty in gratitude to the pioneers who by
their foresight and courage have nade
Essendon a city of which we are justly proud
—The spirit shall not growold —This plaque
was unveiled on the 8th of April 1952 by
Angus S Mtchell —Past President of Rotary
International .

Left —d em Renouf,

Rotary A ub of Nanbour,

Queensl and, Australia, President of Fotary
International, 1978-79.

Kevi n Har des

Leaders at a Rotary
gathering: Gen Kinross,
Gattan O Qnnel |, Brian
Knowl es and Les

MG egor.
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President, Rotary

1988- 89.

Fictured in 1949 is
Presi dent Angus
Mtchel | surrounded by
a bunch of mates from
Down Unhder. Fromleft:
Mauri ce LI oyd

(Mel bourne), Merrett
WI ki nson (Dunedin),
Harol d Thonas

(Auckl and), Roy Bl ake
(Armdal e), President
Angus, Alf Wnne
(Maryborough, Q),
Qlie Coerg (Sydney)
and WIlliamP.P. Gordon
(Sratford).



Brian Know es

Angus Mtchel |
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Sr Nnian Sephen (left) and Foyce
Abbey

den Kinross

CHAPTER TWELVE

ROTARY COVMUNI CATI ONS MEDI A

Q@/IVUNI CATI ONS wthin Rotary enconpass a range of publica-
ions fromweekly club bulletins to a sophisticated international
nagazi ne and an array of leaflets, panphlets, handbooks and nanu-
als; and a battery of audio-visual slide/tape prograns and video-
t apes.

BULLETI NS

The basic regular publication for every nenber of every club is
the weekly bulletin which can be anything froma duplicated singl e
A4 sheet to an expensive printed publication of four to eight or
nore pages, the quality of the production often reflecting the size
of the club.

Bull etins, issued under nany odd nanes (Weel, Spoke, Cog,
Keyway, Gear Wieel, Rotator, MIIwheel, Synchronesh) contain
reports of last week’s neeting, details of next week’s program
duty rosters, calls for volunteers for projects requiring personal
effort, sonetines an itemof Rotary Infornation, reports and infor-
nation frompresident and directors, extracts fromdistrict gover -
nor’s newsl etter, general announcenents and anything el se the bul -
letin editor chooses.

Miny bulletins carry a full list of club nenbers wth classifica-
tions, spouses’ nanes, telephone and fax nunber. Mbst |ist current
directors and chairnen of all conmittees and past presidents and
secretaries; the hject of Rotary and the Four Wy Test. Thus, as
vel |l as the club news nedium the bulletinis often a club directory
and source of general infornation.

DI STRI CT GOVERNCR S LETTER

Bvery nonth the district governor issues a newsletter to all club
presidents and secretaries and district conmittee chairnen. Mny
print enough additional copies for all club directors and a few
provide copies for all Rotarians in the district. Like the club
bul l etin, the formof the governor’s newsl etter varies froma sinple,
duplicated publication to a small, professionally-produced nagazi ne

261



SEVENTY FI VE YEARS CF SERVI CE

or newspaper .

Essentially the newsletter is to remind clubs of conming events
and requirenents. For exanple: “February is Wrld Unhderstandi ng
Month during which we cel ebrate the anniversary of Rotary’'s birth
on 23rd” followed by suggestions about how the club might nark
this occasion;, or “Novenber is The Rotary Foundation Month. . .~
and so on for al the nonths of the Rotary calendar. In addition,
clubs are remnded that sem-annual returns are due; that
capitation fees to Rotary International and the district are payabl €
the dates of the district conference and district assenbly, with the
usual pronotion. Any recent decisions of the RI. Board that night
be of interest to clubs are al so included, as is the attendance report
for the previous month, in which the attendance percentage of
every club in the district is recorded. Sone governors include an
“inspirational nessage” of their own conposition but, happily, nost
resist this tenptation.

REG ONAL MAGAZI NES

Next inthe hierarchy of regular publications is the officia regiona
magazi ne, which publishes material, provided by the
secretariat, concurrently wth the officia nagazine of Rotary
International, The Rotarian, and the other 28 regional nagazi nes
around the world, published in 21 | anguages.

The A nion

The first regional nagazine for Australia was The Pnion, which
began as a nonthly bulletin of the Rotary dub of Sydney in
January, 1924 and was adopted as the “officia organ of Australian
Rotary” in 1928.

The nagazine, in 1924, was a handsone, octavo publication,
printed on good quality art paper wth a cover design depicting a
stylised Rotary enblemas a large gear wheel wth a snall pinion
wheel interneshing —a device that would be quite unacceptabl e
t o-day.

The driving force behind The A nion was WG (Jinm) Gonley, a char-
ter menber of the club holding the Newspaper Publishing
classification as general nanager of The Sydney Mrning Herald.

262

ROTARY COMMUNI CATI ONS MEDI A

After an overseas tour in 1923, during which he had studied Rotary
inBitainand North Arerica, he placed his newfound know edge at
the disposal of the Sydney club. Anong his several recomenda-
tions vere that a publication should be established and that a Pacif -
ic regional conference shoul d be hel d.

JimQnley was the first editor of The Anion, renaining in the job
until he becanme president of the club in 1926 when T.S.
Sunmer hayes took over.

Arng the nany interesting reports appearing during its first
years was a summary of an address by Rotarian C E D. Meares
describing the new Federal Gapital, then under construction. The
popul ati on was now between 3,000 and 4,000, of whom 2, 000
were enpl oyed on construction work and buildings. The weekly
wages bill was a nassive £9,000 and to-date £3 mllion had been
expended on the project.

Tom Sunmer hayes was founder of the Metropolitan Business ol -
|l ege and gave his nane to a systemof shorthand. During his editor -
ship advertisenents first appeared. Gow ngs were of fering nade-to-
neasure dinner suits for 10 guineas and full dress suits for 11
gui neas; and a new Packard was available fromlra L. and AC Berk
for £875 and the famly could have a new Beal e piano for £198.
The AWP Soci ety proudly announced that its funds had risen from
£27,035 in 1887 to £15, 261,219 in 1925.

In 1927 Aubrey Dye becane editor (for one year) but was still
doing the job in My, 1928 when the first issue of the newseries as
the organ of Australian Rotary was published, identified as \ol.1,
(New Series) Nunber 1. That issue, of 128 pages, carried a full
report of proceedings of the first conference of the 65th Dstrict,
whi ch covered the Commonwealth of Australia. It was held in
Hobart .

Sill serving al the clubs in Australia, the nagazine continued
until, in 1930, a third series began wth another Vol.1 Nunier 1 to
usher in a new fornat: full quarto size with a nodern newspaper -
style layout and display headings. In July of that year The F nion
reported that Australia had been divided into two districts: 65 and
76.

[(IBy Septenber, 1930, the sudden and drastic effects of the
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great depression were being seen. Articles referred to the probl ens
of unenpl oynent. A ub projects were being geared to the allevia-
tion of distress anong the unenpl oyed. Advertisenents had all but
di sappeared and it was announced that the next issue would return
to octavo size wth fewer pages.

Anot her change of appearance occurred in My, 1932, with a
new design and interesting pictures on the cover wth gravure print -
ing. Then, in 1934, the paper stock was changed conpletely from
gl ossy nagazi ne paper to bul ky newsprint.

The Dstrict 76 Gonference was fully reported in the Septenfer,
1936 issue of 88 pages and this was followed in Gctober by a
sinlarly conprehensive coverage of the conference of the 65th
Dstrict in 103 pages.

In June, 1938, wth Lance Fallaw of The Sydney Mrning Herald,
formerly a Geelong Rotarian, shown as editor, the nagazi ne
returned to its glossy paper and donned its origina costune, the
front cover designed for it in 1924. Again it was a 16 page j ournal
wth few advertisenents.

In 1940-41 we were in the mdst of war. Fotarians who were not
on active service were busy with war work and had no tine to wite
notes for The Anion. A licence was needed to buy paper. The edi -
tor’'s wartine cormtnents nade it inpossible for himto carry on
and there was no replacenent editor in sight. It was decided that
publication shoul d be suspended “for the duration of the war”; but
it didnot reappear at the end of hostilities and was never rei ssued,
despite several attenpts torevive it.

Those who served as editor of The F nion were not al ways naned,
but included Jim Conley, Tom Summer hayes, W A. Buzacott
(charter president of the Rotary Qub of Townsville), Aubrey Dye,
John B shop, Ral ph Maynard and Lance Fall aw who, after his retire-
nent, returned to Geel ong and served as governor of Dstrict 76 in
1943- 44.

VWhen The Pnion first appeared in 1924 there were no Rotary
clubs outside the capital cities. Wen it became a regi onal
nagazine it served 19 clubs in one district. Wen it ceased publica-
tion —the last year invhichit vas listed inthe Gficia Drectory of
Rotary International —it was shown as the regional publication of
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Dstricts 56, 65 and 76 covering the Gormonweal th G Australia
wth atotal of 89 Rotary cl ubs.

By the tine Rotary Down Under, the successor to The Fnion,
appeared in April, 1965, there were 11 Ostricts wth 512 clubs and
sone 21,750 Rotarians in Australia.

Rot ary Down Under

The regional nagazine for Australia, New Zeal and and the Pacific
began as a project of two Rotary clubs, the nenbers of which had
neither the experience nor the wit to accept the assurances of a
series of senior Fotarians that what they were proposi ng was not
only inpossible but also inimcal to the best interests of Rotary.
They were Bayswater in M ctoria and Newtown, New South Vél es. [

Perhaps the witer, having been personally involved, nay be
excused for repeating what he has witten previously on this sub-
ject.

In Bayswater it began with an elephant. It was 1963 and the
Fotary dub of Bayswater (chartered 1961) had devoted hours,
days, weeks of planning and design and skill and sheer hard work to
the construction of the elephant; a magnificent, massive
structure of stainless steel tubing, lovingly welded and noul ded
into the shape of a huge pachyderm over which hordes of happy
children could claner in perfect safety. There it stood, in the park,
a nonunent to the enthusiasm and dedicati on of the Bayswater
Rotari ans.

Phot ographs were taken from every angle to acconpany the
story witten in hope and expectation for The Rotarian; but, oh, the
di sappoi ntnent! 1t was never publi shed. [

Charter President Jim Robinson and his friend Les Gl bert
pondered the problem They realised that The Rotarian had to cover
the whol e Rotary world; but they wondered how nany nore stories
of good projects were never told.

“You know Les,” said Jim in his careful |y neasured tones, “I think
what we need is our own Rotary magazine; not instead of The
Rotarian but as well as —so that we can share ideas in Australia
and New Zeal and. "0

“By cripes, Jim” expostul ated Les (who is nuch given to expos-

265



SEVENTY FI VE YEARS COF SERVI CE

tul ation when the occasi on denands), “you're right! Let’s do sone-
thing about it!”0

They took the proposal to their club, which sponsored a notion
at the Dstrict 282 onference at Lakes Entrance, where a ways
and neans committee was appointed to nake a feasibility study
and report back to the next conference.

In Newtown it began wth a nake-up. The witer was a visitor to
the Fotary Qub of Narrabri, New South Vel es, and heard an address
on world hunger by Professor John MMIlan, a Sydney Rotarian and
Dean of the Faculty of Agriculture at the Uhiversity of Sydney.

Wio could fail to be inpressed by the inmediate action of the
Nerrabri Rotarians in establishing alocal FreedomF omHinger com
mttee and providing | eader shi p?

Suddenly one realised that Rotary clubs in all parts of the
country were working in isolation;, that a project or a program
idea in one club was confined to that club or, at best, to that
district; that Rotary service surely coul d be considerably enhanced
by a sharing of ideas and experience. Was it not possible to
share valuabl e ideas through a national or regional nagazine or
newsl et t er ?0J

The idea was put to Newtown club President Dck Bell, who
pronptly fornmed a committee to investigate the need and, if
appropriate, to plan the operation.

The cormittee sought the advice of a good friend: a past district
governor, who responded, in the lofty nanner befitting his exal ted
status, by asserting that it couldn't be done. Rotarians did not want
a local nagazine and woul dn't support it. It would be inpossible to
get enough nateria to fill it. “RI.” would never permit it; and even
if “they” (presunably the hereinbefore nentioned “R1.”7) did allowit
there was no chance of getting an identical resolution through all
11 district conferences to authorise such a project. Mreover it had
been tried before and hadn't worked. The nagazine, he said, had
been published by Sydney club and was called The Fnion. It ddit
|ast long. Failed. Adisaster.

The conmittee was deflated; but still thought it worthwhile to
seek a second opinion. Douglas Sewart (past first vice president of
Rotary International and a Sydney club nenber) gave a different
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version of The Anion's value and the reason for its demse. It was,
he said, an early casualty of Wrld War Il. He confirned that
suggestions for its reviva since the war’s end had net wth little
support; but he was unable to recall any serious attenpt to
re-establish the magazine or to provide a successor. He al so
confirned that, wth 11 districts in Australia and three in New
Zealand, it would be no sinple task to gain the support of all.

Newt own club decided to change tactics. They would by-pass
conferences and seek the authority of each district governor to
wite to the clubs in his district inviting themto participate in a
“pilot” programin which three i ssues of a proposed nagazi ne woul d
be published, after which the nenbers of all clubs woul d be asked
to decide whether or not the nmgazine project should
conti nue. O

Dstrict 275 (9750) Gvernor Ken Scheller, wth the support of
nei ghbouring District 268 (9680-9690) Governor Mck Shephard,
agreed to wite to al his fellow governors. Ken's support and the
response fromDO strict 282 (9810-9820) Governor B Il Brett advis-
ing of Bayswater club's interest in a simlar project, provided the
br eakt hr ough. O

The Newtown committee wote immediately to Bayswater's Jim
Robi nson, providing a full briefing of what was proposed, what had
been done so far and what was planned for the future and suggest -
ing that the two clubs work together, with a not very subtle
inplication that, since Bayswater’s plans were alnost certainly
further advanced than their own, Newtown would be nore than
happy to throw its full weight behind the Bayswater effort. The
Bayswat er nenbers gladly accepted the suggestion of a joint
project but politely declined to accept the “buck” that Newtown
was attenpting to pass, sending it back by return nail in the form
of a counter-proposal that Newtown should inplenent its plans,
wth Bayswater’s full support.

(ne need not dwell on the obstacles still to be overcone; but
overcone they were, largely because it proved to be twce as
difficult to dismss two inpudent infant Rotary clubs as it is to
dismss only one. [

The governors were not unaninously in favour of the proposal,
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but decided to discuss the natter fully at the forthcoming confer -
ence of past, incunbent and incoming governors (precurser to the
Australian Rotary Institute) in January, 1965 where the reaction of
past officers was not exactly encouraging, as the mnutes testify:
“This matter was discussed at length wth particular enphasis on
the need, the likely denand, editoria and news gathering probl ens
and finance. The history of previous attenpts in this field was
di scussed. Wthout resolution the attention of the clubs was direct -
ed to the constitutional procedures to be adopted to | aunch such a
plan and while varning of the great difficulties and financial risks in
the project, and while generally believing that there was no need for
such a magazi ne (the conference) neverthel ess comended the
clubs for their enthusiastic and thorough investigations and
pl anni ng. ”

That, of course, should have been the end of the matter; but it
wasn't. Ken Scheller called the incunbent governors together and,
wth the support of Bl Brett and Mck Shephard, suggested that
they disregard the advice of their elders. The governors agreed that
they woul d rai se no objection to the Bayswater and Newt own cl ubs
witing tothe clubs intheir districts. They al so agreed to supervise
the production of the nagazine in accordance with the policy laid
down by the RI. board in relation to district and regional
nagazi nes, appointing Ken Scheller and Mck Shephard to be their
on-the-spot representatives. Few of them it appears, gave the
enterprise very nmuch chance of success; but, since the two clubs
had agreed to underwite the cost of the project and had agreed
that a referendum should be held at the conclusion of the pilot
program and as the clubs had planned each step strictly in
accordance wth Fotary International policy, they decided that
these two fledgeling clubs should be pernitted to “have a go”.

G the 22,000 Rotarians in Australia at the tine, 10,200 agreed
to subscribe to three issues of a magazine during the pilot
program My also contributed naterial. The first issue appeared
in April, 1965 under the “provisional” title it still carries, the
suggested nane, The Rotary Famly, having been rejected as
unsuitable by the general secretary of RI. who pointed out that
“ . any regional Rotary nagazi ne should be prinarily a Rotary pub-
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lication and its nane and content ought to reflect that position.
This is essential if the Fotary nane and enbl emare to be used.”

The proofs of all pages of each issue, during the pilot program
were submtted to all 11 district governors before the nagazi ne
was published. The governors al so authorised and supervised the
referendum hel d after the third issue had appeared in which nore
than 70%of the Rotarians of Australia nade it quite clear that they
did want a regional nagazi ne to conpl enent The Rotarian.

At the 1965 international assenibly at Lake P acid, the inconming
district governors forned thensel ves into a “board of governors”
effective fromJuly 1 and adopted interimrules for the conduct of
the nagazine, appointed editorial and nanagenent commtt ees,
adopted an editorial policy based on that of The Rotarian, invited
the editor of the pilot issues to continue in that position until the
next neeting and decided that the board of governors woul d neet
again in conjunction wth their conference.

h July 1, 1965, representatives of the Rotary Qubs of Bayswa-
ter and Newown fornally handed over their conpleted joint club
service project for 1964-65, a regional nagazine, to representa-
tives of the now 12 1965-66 district governors who constituted
t h e
gover ni ng body of the nagazi ne.

At the Novenber, 1965, conference the decisions nade at Lake
P acid were confirned and the “Qganisation and Procedures” for
the governnent of the nagazine were adopted. This docurent
provided for the election each year of an editorial coomttee of
three incunbent governors and appoi ntnent of a nanagenent
conmttee of Rotarians including at |east one officer or past officer
of RI. and one governor nomnee. It was decided that the annual
neeting of the board would be held in conjunction with the
conference (institute). O

In the fol low ng year (1966-67), circulation was extended across
the Tasnan and the three New Zeal and governors joined the board
of governors.

At the instigation of Governors John Mon of 268 and Bert
Dreaver of 292 (New Zeal and) the “tenporary” editor, a Newt own
Rotarian who had been re-appoi nted each year, was invited by the
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1968- 69 board to accept a pernanent appoi nt nent.

Lhtil 1970 Rotary Down Under was published in Newown, first
froma tiny office in Brennans Chanbers, a few doors fromthe ol d
Hizabethan Theatre. The rent was purely nonminal because the
owner of the building was Rotarian Jim Brennan who just
happened to be the first treasurer of Rotary Down Under. Later a
somewhat |arger office with a small roomto accommodate the
addr essogr aph equi prent (bought in the first few nonths because
of unsatisfactory service fromthe conmercial nailing house) in the
sane building were acquired on equally favourable terns. Sone of
the furniture and equipnent (i.e. typewiters) were donated; the
rest cane froma second hand deal er.

During the pilot programand for several nonths thereafter, the
nmagazi ne was staffed by volunteers from Newtown club while
Bayswater Rotarians solicited material. Qhe other Rotarian who
joined the team of volunteers and who renai ned associated wth
the nagazine for the next five years was Bob Johnson, a stained
glass artist fromthe Fotary Qub of Hirstville, who was naned art
editor but who hel ped with everything fromlicking stanps to proof -
reading and page design. Bob sel ected photographs and provided
illustrations. He was later to serve as governor of DOstrict 275
(9750) .

In 1970 the nagazine, nowwth a staff of four, was re-located in
Parranatta, at 100 George Street in an office above a garage. In
the mul ti-storey building that now occupies that site is to be found
the South Pacific offices of Rotary International. The next nove,
late 1972, was around the corner to a rented cottage at 107 Phillip
Sreet, Parramatta where the staff, coomttee and visitors enj oyed
the luxury of space. It was then that, for the first tine, the
nmagazi ne bought its own sinple typesetting equi pnent and was
abl e to supply canera-ready artwork to the printer.

In 1973 the O gani sation and Procedures, the constitutional doc-
unent under which the nagazine operated, was replaced by the
Rotary Down Lhder Gonstitution, providing for the appoi ntnent of
an executive commttee, replacing the editorial and
managerment conmittees, to be responsible to the incunbent
officers of RI. for al aspects of the nagazine's administration and

270

ROTARY COMMUNI CATI ONS MEDI A

the inplenentation of editorial policy. It seened appropriate that
Ken Schel I er should be recalled to be the first chairnan of the new
committee. He renained in that office during his years (1974-76)
as a board nenber and vice president of RI.[0

In 1973 Ted de Joux of New Zeal and, who preceded Ken Schel | er
on the RI. board, suggested that Fotary regional nagazi nes shoul d
be “taken over” by RI. as regiona editions of The Rotarian, begin-
ning wth Rotary Down Uhder. A suggestion that official status be
granted to regional nagazines in return for agreenent to publish
official material, advanced by Rotary Down Under, had been
canvassed at the 1970 seminar of Rotary regional editors but had
received little support because it was considered highly unlikely
that the governing bodi es of 23 regional nagazines would wllingly
surrender their autonony. Ted was undi snayed by this intelligence,
placing his proposal before the board. O

A Lake Racid, the site of the international assenbly, in 1974,
President Hect BIl Robbins convened a neeting to discuss Ted s
proposal that the possibility of establishing Rotary Down Under as
aregional edition of the official nagazine be investigated. Present
were B Il Robbins and Ted de Joux representing the R1. board; Gen-
eral Secretary Hrry Sewart and The Rotarian Editor WIInon Wite
fromthe RI. staff; and from Down Uhder, Douglas Sewart, Ken
Schel ler (incomng R1. director and chairnan of Rotary Down
Under) and Paul Henningham (Rotary Down Under editor). Aising
fromthis discussion the board instructed that a feasibility study be
undertaken by the secretariat. In this study the najor problens
identified were those of publising a regional edition of the officia
nagazine in a location so renote fromthe secretariat and of regis-
tration under a different ownership.

The Rotary Down Under committee now suggested that, instead
of “taking over” Rotary Down Under, the board should accord it a
previously unheard-of status: that of an “approved”
nagazi ne[Ihi ch woul d be required to surrender a certain propor -
tion of its editorial space to the general secretary, advised by the
editor of The Rotarian, inreturn for “official” status for the purpose
of applying the constitutional provision requiring that all Rotarians
subscribe to the official nagazine. In other words, that Rotary
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Down Under becone a de facto regional edition of the official
nagazine in editoria content, retaining its oawn governing body,
constitution, nanagenent and regional editorial autonony.

The board of RI. authorised an experinent on these |ines begin-
ning on July 1, 1976. The experinent was subsequent|y extended
for a further year; and the 1977 Gouncil on Legislation amended
the constitutional docunents giving the board authority to approve
certain regional nagazines as acceptable alternatives to the official
nagazi ne and to prescribe themfor the Rotarians in given regions.
The first nagazi ne so approved and prescribed for Rotarians in Aus-
tralia, New Zealand and the English-speaking island nations of the
South Vst Pacific, was Rotary Down Under, fromJuly 1, 1978. The
Japanese and South African regional nagazi nes were granted offi -
cial status in the next year and others were soon to fol | ow

Meanvhile, in late 1977, Rotary Down Under acquired its own
premses; another cottage at 3 Sation Street Wést, in the Parra-
natta suburb of Harris Park. To do so it was necessary to forma
non-profit conpany, ROJ Pty. Limted, to purchase the property;
for the organisation known as Rotary Down Uhder, the nenbers of
which were all the Rotarians who subscribed to the nagazine, was
not alegal entity and the Associations Incorporation Acts vwere still
of the future. The conpany still exists to hold property in trust for
the Rotarians in the region.

The nagazi ne continued to develop, with nore sophisticated
production equi pnent. The Rotary Down Under prenises al so
housed the new y-established Rotary Supplies operation and, for a
short tine, the RI. Literature Depot. In 1980 the | eadership rol e of
Rotary Down Unhder in the Rotary Vorld Press was recogni sed when
its editor was appointed nmoderator at the 1980 seninar of
regional nagazi ne editors.

0On 1984 the original editor was succeeded by Bob Aitken, a past
president of the Rotary Qub of Parkes, New South VWl es, who had
been trained in the craft of journalismin the regional newspaper, of
whi ch he had becone editor. (Bob is 1996-97 district 9690 gover -
nor noni nee.)

By now | arger prenises were needed and the nove was nmade in
Cctober, 1984 to a three-storey building at 21 Argyle Sreet,
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Parramatta. This was nade possible by two past governors of
Dstrict 968: Les Wiitcroft, who generously purchased the property
and held it while funds were raised, and John Mbon who spear head-
ed the Rotary House Appeal in which all Rotary clubs were asked to
donate funds for a pernanent hone for their nagazine. In 1986 the
appeal was conpl eted and Rotary House was acquired by ROU Pty.
Limted and eventual |y acconmodated Rotary Down Under, the
South Vst Pacific Gfice of Rotary International, ROU Rotary Sup-
plies, the Probus Gentre — South Pacific, the Australian Rotary
Heal th Research Fund, Trees for Survival and storage bases for
Inner Weel, and Rotaract.

The constitution of Rotary Down Under was anended in 1985- 86
to provide for the el ection of nenbers of the coomittee by i ncum
bent governors from five groups of districts, ensuring w de
representation fromthe whol e region.

Rotary Down Under was incorporated under the Associations
Incorporation Act of New South Vel es in 1989.

In 1991 the nagazine received an award for excellence from
Rotary International as the Fotary publication “that best pronotes
the true inage of Rotary”.

In 1992 Rotary Down Under was host to an Asia and Pacific
semnar for Rotary regional nagazine editors, which was al so
attended by editors or representatives from France and South
Africa. The seminar was judged hi ghly successful by the visiting edi -
tors. It was al so used as an opportunity to pronote the 1993 con-
vention in Ml bourne.

The final nove for the Rotary Down Lhder organisation occurred
in 1993, when ROU Pty. Limted conpl eted purchase of a nodern,
four-floor building at 43 Hinter Street, Parranatta. The new buil d-
ing was officially opened by RI. Past Presidents Sr G emRenouf and
Royce Abbey.

Many Rotarians regret that the South Wst Pacific office of
Rotary International was separated fromthe Rotary Down Under
office at this tine. Msitors found it very convenient to have Rotary
SQupplies and Rotary Literature at the one location. The new Rotary
Down Uhder House will be adding the Rotary Archives to its famly
of facilitiesinthe near future. O
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Rotary Down Under was initially printed on newsprint wth a
glossy cover, al in black and white. The circul ation was 10,000 and
the annual budget was £12,500 ($25,000) and it had a staff of
two.

Wen it achieved official status in 1978 it was being printed on
high quality glossy paper wth full-colour covers. Its circulation
exceeded 36,000; it had a staff of five and its annual budget was
$260, 000.

In April, 1996, Rotary Down Under is dressed in full colour
throughout, attracts nany national advertisers, has a circulation in
excess of 50,000 and is an integral part of the total Rotary Down
Uhder Incorporated organisation wth a staff of 15 and a budget in
excess of $2 nillion. Not bad for a project for which inevitable fail -
ure vas gl oomly predicted.

The Rotarian and the official regional nagazines, including
Rotary Down Under, are inportant communications nedia in Rotary,
for they are the only neans available to the board of RI. for com
nmuni cating direct with individual Rotarians. Perhaps nore inpor -
tantly, they are al so the nedia through whi ch Rotarians everywhere
can share project and programideas for the enhancenent of Rotary
servi ce.

A happy consequence of the 1964-65 Bayswat er - Newt own j oi nt
project was the continui ng assocation of the two clubs for the next
25 years with official visits annual ly and the exchange each year of
a “chain of friendship’. Agreat deal of Rotary infornation was al so
exchanged, but no one is prepared to vouch for its accuracy.

THE OFFI O AL MAGAZI NE

The Rotarian is the officia nagazine of Rotary Internationa . It
first appeared in 1911 as a four page newspaper titled The Nation-
al Rotarian, edited by General Secretary Ches Perry.

Aquality nagazine wth an international circulation, The Rotarian
serves not only as an instrunent of Rotary policy and a news naga-
zine for Rotarians, but also as a public relations tool. In addition to
Rotary news and infornation, it carries feature articles of general
interest.

Though nost regional nagazi nes have becone official publica-
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tions, publishing the sane essential Rotary nmaterial concurrently
wth the officia nagazine, The Rotarian remains the flagship of the
fleet of Rotary nagazi nes.

For the purposes of dissemnating officia infornation through the
official nagazine and the officia regional nagazines, the editor of
The Rotarian is, in effect, the editor-in-chief of the Rotary Verld
Rress.

OTHER ROTARY | NTERNATI ONAL PUBLI CATI ONS

Several regular publications emanating fromthe RI. secretariat
have been included in the Rotary communi cati ons network. These
are minly for RI. officers and club |eaders and have undergone
nany changes with the passing years. Though inportant to Rotary
at large, they cannot be said to have any particular relevance to
Rotary inthis part of the world and do not formpart of this story.

Snmlarly there is a treasure-trove of infornati on and gui dance on
every aspect of Fotary service available for the asking fromthe
offices of Rotary International. There are manual s, gui debooks,
handbooks, panphlets, leaflets, audio tapes, audio-visual sets,
vi deo-t apes.

Chi ef among them of course, is the Manual of Procedure,
publ i shed every three years after the council on legislation, which
contains the constitutional docunents of Rotary clubs, Rotary
International and The Rotary Foundation; and “a conpilation of
statenents of policies and procedures adopted by the annual
convention, the council on legislation, the RI. Board of Drectors
and the Trustees of The Rotary Foundati on.

The Gficial Drectory of Rotary International is published annual |y
and contains the name, neeting tinme, day and venue and nane and
address of the president and secretary of every Rotary club in the
world It is asoamneof historical and statistical infornation.
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Left to rignt —Ross Bowden (chairman),

(speaker), A got A dell

Rotary Qub of Adelaide East, SA.
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