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URING its long history dating back to 1905 Rotary International

has evolved into an association wth a network of  nenber
clubs spread throughout 154 countries and 38 geographi cal
regions; and one of those countries is Australia Seventy five years
of Rotary in Australia is a long tine. It’s been a tine of growth,
nunerically and in service, and the nonentumthat has driven the
nunerical increase and which has al so powered the devel opnent of
nmany of Rotary International’s outstanding prograns and its pro-
jects, has not di nini shed.

Having conpl eted the first 75 years of Rotary in Australia we
know full well that our service has not matched the needs of
society. Societal ills wll never be net by providing public conve-
ni ences nor conmunity facilities. They wll be net by keeping in the
currency of people’ s nminds those issues which need to be
addressed and how t hese probl ens can be sol ved.

As we | ook back fromwhence Rotary has cone and as we | ook
forward to what it might becone inthe future, it seens critical that
Rotary clubs nust begin to nake their nark on their own comuni -
ties as aninfluential group of |eading busi ness and prof essi onal peo-
ple concerned about their community and its needs. If Rotary is
ever going to achieve its potential for good, nowis the tine to act
initsoamnright rather than renain atool for others to use in achiev-
ing their ains through the hunan and naterial resources of Rotary.
Qubs are increasingly beconing fund-raising nachines for other
organi sations who are well able to raise their own funds. This direc-
tionwll not contribute to Fotary's potential and wll not attract the
busi ness and professional |eaders of a community into nenbership.
Such peopl e vant to be invol ved in | eadership activities. They want
to see the organisation they serve recognised by the community
for its leadership role in whatever avenues of service it chooses to
folow

The future of Rotary in Australia wll be determined by its ability
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SEVENTY FI VE YEARS CF SERVI CE

to attract the business and professional |eaders into its nenier
clubs. Wth such | eadership, Fotary wll continue to serve, as it has
done and as is recorded in this book, the young, the elderly, the
communities at home and abroad, in the workplace, in nedicine
and, nost inportantly, indoing al of those things, it wll serve the
world in a pathway to peace.

Gen K nross
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