Take time to meet R.I. President Rolf |. Klirich . . .

MAN

OF THOUGHT,

MAN

OF ACTION

by Walter Erko

PERSON STANDING on the veranda of Rolf and
Kithy Klirich’s beautiful house in Espoo, near
Helsinki, Finland, can easily imagine himself on the deck
of a coastal cruiser touring the Finnish archipelago. The
wide, boundless waters of the Baltic Sea meet the sky on
the horizon in the south, but to the east and west the
coastline is dotted with thousands of pine-covered rocky
islands. The place is characteristic of Rotary Internation-
al’s new skipper: it gives a feeling of unlimited space, it
draws one close to the basic elements of Nature, and it
creates an atmosphere that brings freedom to the mind.

The Baltic Sea has played a major role in the destinies of
the nations and individuals—including many Klarichs—
living within its sphere of influence. Like the Mediter-
ranean, this ancient watery thoroughfare has led not only
to innumerable ruthless wars but also to peaceful
cooperation and the exchange of human culture between
the inhabitants of its shores. Migration has played a
significant part in this development. It brought the
Finnish tribes to their present home, led the adventurous
Vikings to build.their settlements all along the Baltic
shores, and also inspired the enterprising merchants of
the Hanseatic League to establish their trading posts and
even penetrate deep into Russia.

The Baltic political map has changed from time to time.
At times it has favored—at other times prevented —the
movements of individuals across the borders. In 1692,
when the first Kldrich settled in Finnish Viipuri/Viborg,
Sweden was at the height of its power. Christian Klirich

Opposite page, top: Rolf and Kiithy at their lovely home.

Far left: It's spring, and the famﬂy Klirich celebrates May Day in the
traditional Finnish way by wearing the university students’ white
cap. From left: Kathy, Birgitta, Rolf, Yvonne, and Monica.

Left: “God bless you and your highly beneficial and blissful work,”
was the greeting made to Rolf by His Holiness, Pope John Paul 11 af a
special audience following Rotary’s Rome convention.

practiced glove-making, a skill which may have been
traditional in his family. He was descended from French
Huguenots, who had emigrated first to the Netherlands
and later to northern Germany, where the surname
Klirich acquired its German form. (It is pronounced
“Clair'rik” with a soft “ch,” as in the Scottish “loch.”)
During this epoch, the Klirichs obviously received quitea
few injections of foreign blood, the beneficial effects of
which can still be seen in the cosmopolitan character of
the contemporary Finnish head of the Klirich family.

According to the official history of the city of Helsinki,
President Rolf’s great-grandfather, Frans Heinrich An-
dreas Klirich, was elected a Helsinki alderman in 1870.
The history also tells that he successfully ran a tobacco
factory. In 1884, the business was taken over by President
Rolf’s grandfather, Andreas Woldemar Klirich. Grand-
father Woldemar also gained historical publicity, for
somewhat different reasons. He loved good music, and
was himself an amateur performer of almost professional
competence. One of the Klirichs” most treasured family
heirlooms is a newspaper clipping about a concert in
which Messrs. Jean Sibelius (a Rotarian) and Woldemar
Klarich played together in a string quartet.

However, Woldemar’s most significant contribution to
music was made in 1882, when he, together with the
conductor Robert Kajanus and another businessman,
founded the Helsinki Symphony Orchestra. Woldemar
Klirich promised to support the orchestra with an annual
contribution of 10,000 Gold Marks.

World War I and the Russian Revolution ruined many
families and changed the destiny of many nations. The
Klirich family found itself in Oulu in the northern part of
Finland, only 160 kilometres south of the Arctic Circle.
Rolf A. Klarich, Sr. was offered the post of managing
director at the Qy. Merijal Ab. candy factory, and thus it
was in Oulu that Rolf, Jr., was born and lived for 52 years
of his life.

Rolf Johan Woldemar was the youngest of four chil-
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Who's Who in Finland mentions that Rolf is a talented
amateur photographer and that he enjoys traveling—not
a bad thing for an RI. president! Something not
mentioned is that Rolf and Kithy have asummer house in

. Sotkamo in northern Finland. They are great lovers of

wild and undisturbed nature and try to spend as much
time as possible in the wilderness. There, where white
sandy beaches border the great chain of crystal clear lakes
whose waters feed Rolf's beloved Oulujoki river, Rolf and
Kithy feel transported into another world.

But even in remote Sotkamo, Rolf, a member of the
Helsinki-Helsingfors club, doesnt worry about Rotary
attendance. The Sotkamo Rotary Club (34 members) has
named him an honorary member, calling him “Super
Rotarian.”

Rolf has said that his mvolvement in Rotary is merely a
hobby. Some hobby! His Rotary records reveal a Rotarian
who, during the past 27 years, has devotedly and
efficiently served his organization in many offices and on
many levels: as charter secretary of the Oulu-Merikoski
Rotary Club in 1953-54, club president in 1957-58,
governer of District 140 in 1959-60 and 1969-70, R1.
director in 1970-71, R.I. second vice-president in 1971-72,
and R.I president-elect in 1979-80.

One of the basic Rotary principles that Rolf and his
charter colleagues in the Merikoski club (a 2800 percent
Rotary Foundation club) adopted says that a Rotarian has
only one opportunity to say “No,” and that is when he is
asked to join the club. Rolf has been faithful to this
principle through all these years, except in 1955 when he
was confined to bed after a car accident.

Rolf’s Rotary philosophy is fairly straightforward. It
starts by emphasizing that the individual Rotarian is not
able to serve in full if he ignores the basic rules and

Jprinciples of Rotary. Rotary, he feels, is not “lip

service”—Rotary means active participation.

“We need eloquent speakers,” he says, “to spurusonto
greater achievements, but even more we need doers. We
Rotarians have a strong sense of reality. As businessmen,
men of professions, and civil servants, we realize that we
can’t change this world in a short while. But we can be
realistic optimists.”

The themes of R.I. presidents of the past five years all
have the same purpose: to inspire and to motivate. Can a
message which doesn’t promise any benefits but which
demands a readiness to serve humanity sound inspiring
and motivating? Rolf thinks so.

Rolf's many friends in the Rotary world know that he
will meet all the great demands of the office which he
assumes on July 1. Whenever Rotary calls, Rolf Klirich
will not say, “No.” He will act. ®

® Walter Erko, governor of District 142, has coniributed articles fo
professional magazines—he is a retired school superintendent—and
has served as Finnish local editor of the regional magazine Rotary
Norden, Wallter.is a club-mate of R.L’s new president in the Rotary
Club of Helsinki-Helsingfors.

Abgve: The wide
QOulujoki River was a
watery schoolroom
for would-be loggers,
including young Rolf,
poised at right.

Left: Father and son.
Though he was an
active and
enlerprising ’
businessman, Rolf A.
Klirich, 5r., made it a
point to spend lots of
time with his family.

At the 1959 international assembly in Lake Placid, New York,
U.5.A., Rolf (second from right), incoming governor of District 140,
awaits his turn fo greet R.1. President and Mrs. Clifford Randall.

Below: As president-elect, Rolf represented Rotary International at
the 1979 meeting on refugees and displaced persons convened by the
United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland.

ALAIN GASSMANN, GENEVS




